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Oppositionis growing on both 
sides of the Atlantic against an . 
attackon Iraq, with sections of 
* both the Labour Party and the 
U nit edS tales Republican Par- 
ty rejecting &rr strikes. 

Left-wing Labour MPs will 
attempt to rally opposition on 
Labour's backbenches to a mfl - 
haty attack on Iraq in a meet- 
ing at the House of Commons 
--.tomorrow after falling to secure 
assurances from George 
..Robertson, the Secretary of 
' State for Defence, against the 
use of force. 

■r.. At the other end of the po- 
litical spectrum, Hent Lott, 

; Republican majority leader m 
the US Senate, said last night 
-that America should consider 
j- '• alternatives to military force in 
N Iraq. 'He appeared to signal a 
shift in thinking among senior 
■p Republicans, and reflected 
£ ■- growing' doubt that air strikes 
1 would sufficiently weaken the 
gv . Iraiqi regime. “I do think that 
¥ there are a number of things 
that can be done between just 
• pure diplomacy and a military 
t action,” he said, 
j. . A newly mobilised Emer- 
■ gency Committee on Iraq will 
.. hold the first major raDy against 
• in the Gulf at the House of 
jus on Thursday night 
i MPs. churchmen and for- 
er servicemen due to speak. 

: event has been organised 
ibour MPs Tam Dafyell 
George Galloway, who 
to have hundreds of 


on Iraq 




of support. 



(Minister backs campaign for tax relief 
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By Mary Dejevsky 
Colin Brown 
and Kim Sengupta 

Among those due to speak 
are playwright Harold Pinter, 
historian Antonia Fraser and 
theatrical producer Thelma 
HoIl There have also been 
messages of support from 
actors Alan Rickman and 
Vanessa Redgrave. 

_ British ministers last night 
dismissed the Westminster re- 
bellion as a handful of MPs. 
Cabinet sources said they be- 
lieved they had the vast majority 

of the party behind them. 

“It is the only way of getting 
him [Saddam], to move. He 
has made more offers today. We 
want to avoid the need for ac- 
tion, but we will take if it nec- 
essary,” said a senior Cabinet 
source. 

Mr Robertson faced oppo- 
sition from some left-wing MPs 
in the Gommons. Diane Abbott 
(Hackney N and Stoke New- 
ington) claimed there was no 
unanimity in the UN for a mil- 
itary strike and still less support 
in the Arab world. 

So far, the tally in favour of 
eventual military action reads: 
the United States, Britain. Ger- 
many (maybe), Kuwait and 
Bahrain, in extremis. 

Saudi Arabia has already in- 
dicated its unhappiness over 
British and American plans, 
and its bases will not be used 
for air strikes on .Iraq. 

Middle East anxiety was un- 
derlined by King Hussein of Jor- 
dan at a meeting in Downing 
Street with Tbny Blair yesterday. 
King Hussein later told jour- 
nalists: “I don’t think I would 
support action that would affect 
the people of Iraq - The peo-. 
pie have suffered enough.” 


The US Defense Secretary, 
William Cohen, reinforced 
Was h in gt on's belligerent stance 
against Iraq yesterday, warning 
that time was running out for 
a diplomatic solution. Speaking 
from Kuwait, he told reporters: 
“The window of opportunity is 
not getting wider, it is getting 
narrower.” 

It was also announced that 
the US is sending up to 3,000 
extra ground troops to Kuwait 
to bolster its defences. They 
will join 1,500 army troops. 
Eight RAF Tornado bombers 
also arrived in Kuwait 
yesterday. 

The US Secretary of State, 
Madeleine Albright, told a con- 
ference in Washington that the 
United States had the author- 
ity, responsibility, means and 
will to launch “substantial mil- 
itary action” against Iraq, 
should diplomacy fail. The new 
volley of threats, however, could 
not disguise that the US ad- 
ministration h a s not managed 
to recruit significant support for 
militar y action against Iraq. 

There is clear reluctance 
on the part of President Clin- 
ton, if not of some of his ad- 
visers, to take the United States 
into a war for which the Amer- 
ican public has little appetite 
and which could prove a 
diplomatic liability. 

Last week, a group of Re- 
publicans in Congress argued 
that any military operation 
should include tbe removal of 
the Iraqi leader, Saddam Hus- 
sein; otherwise, they said, it 
would be ineffectual. Within 
hours, however, Mr Clinton 
bad quoted chapter and verse 
on why US policy did not, and 
would not, include that option. 

Politics, page 8 
Iraq, page 10 



As expected. The Verve swept up three 
Brit Awards last night to cap what has 
been a staggering year for lire Wigan 
rockers. 

Abo as expected, the band were not at 
the ceremony but were playing a charity 
concert in south London. They were voted 
best British group while their “Urban 


Hymns” won best album. The band, 
currently on a national tour, were also 
nominated for best single for "Bitter 
Sweet Symphony”. But that went to the 
all-female group All Saints for their song 
“Never Ever”, which also won best video. 

Bitter-sweet victory, page 3 
Photograph: Roger Sargent/Rex 


Cut-price 
rescue for 
Chunnel link 


THE HIGH-SPEED Channel 
ranndrafl link couldbe rescued 
and built for under £l-5bn - less 
than one-third of the current 
projected cost - under plans put 
to tbe GovexrmKDttyRml track, 
the owner of the nation's track, 
signalling and stations. 

The new scheme, which 
could see the line opened only 
months after the original start 
date in 2003, would scrap an ex- 
pensive 12-mile tunnel and sta- 
tion at Stratford, east London, 
built for Eurostar sendees to tbe 
North. The new Railtrack route 
would also not need a new 
international London termi- 
nus, planned for St Pan eras. 

The proposed £5.4bn rail 
link fell into disarray last month 
after London & Continental 
Railways (LCR), the company 
responsible for building the 
tfnk and running the Eurostar 
service, admitted that it could 
not meet its passenger forecasts 
and needed another £l-2bn of 
taxpayers’ money. 

Tbe Government declined 
to ball out LCR which had al- 
ready been promised £1.8bn of 
public subsidy by ministers. 

Rah track’s “Sonthfleet op- 
tion” would see passengers fol- 
low a route through Kent and 
up through south London into 
the existing international ter- 
minal at Waterloo station. The 
total cost, said Railtrack, would 
not be more than £1.4bn. 

“You get half the benefits for 
a third of the cost,” said Ger- 


By Randeep Ramesh 

Transport Cor respondent 

aid Cbrbett, its chief executive. 
“You would obviously need 
considerably less subsidy.” 

Britain has had to watch,en- 
viousfy as its Eurostar partners, 
France and Belgium, have 
trains running at 186mph fol- 
lowing the completion of their 
high-speed links. Rail track’s 
“Sonthfleet” option would re- 
duce journey times from Lon- 
don to both Paris and Brussels 
by about 15 min utes - only half 
the time saving proposed by 
LCR. Eurostar tr ains current- 
ly reach Paris in three hours. 

As Rahtrack does not wish to 
ran the Eurostar service, which 
last year lost £3 80m and wfll not 
break even until 200L, the Gov- 
ernment could keep the trains 
in public hands. Another possi- 
bility would see Richard Bran- 
son's Virgin Group run the 
service with RaOtradk ownh^* die 
rail link. However, the propos- 
al is not without difficulties. It 
needs to conform to the current 
“development agreement" 
which sets out tbe business case. 
If it does not, the Government 
may face legal action from the 
European Commission. 

A spokeswoman for tbe De- 
partment of Environment, 
Transport and the Regions said 
no decision could be made 
imtil the end of the month - the 
deadline for LCR tore turn with 
another business plan. 


Railtrack route of channel tunnel rail link 
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" By David Lister 
.‘ Arts News Editor 


; The^iHdependent and Inde- 
pendent on Sunday campaign 
to stop tbe crisis in the arts by 
^gi ving tar retie f to people do- 
naring nymey to theatres, gal- 
leripa, . museums and 
oriAesfras, has won the sig- 
nifies nt backing of Chris 




Save the Arts 
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[ Sn&h, Secretary of State for 
: . |Oafore.vMedia and Sport. 

? g: .Mr Smith, is said by de- 
t psrimeoi sources to be ftilty 
■: Supportive of. the campaign, 
i gad is talking to the Cbancel- 
| tar. Gordon Brown about 


to make the simple tax- 
changes urged by our cam- 

THE INDEPENDENT 

beleaguered arts companies. 

A senior source at the De- 
partment of Culture said that 
Mr Smith was seized by the 
idea of increasing arts funding 
through an US-styie system of 
tax breaks for donors. And he 
was having talks with the 
Chancellor to try to convince 
the Treasury to reform the con- 
voluted and contradictory sys- 
tem that prevails in Britain. 

Mr Smith seems to be of 
the same view. He has told col- 


changing the tax regulations 
which deter individuals from 
giving money to their favourite 
arts organisations. 

Like all Cabinet ministers, 
Mr Smith is forbidden to make 
any public statements in the 
period leading up to the Bud- 


get on 17 March. Yesterday he 
would only say: “Ary decisions 
on chang es for tax are obvi- 
ously a matter for the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer.” 

But behind tbe bland state- 
ment, action is taking place to 
try to convince the Cha n cellor 


leagues he agrees that existing 
arrangements provide little 
incentive for donors, who 
should, as we have argued be 
able to offset donations against 
their own tax bills, as in the US- 

Major figures in cultural life 
including the director Sir Pe- 
ter Hall, the playwright Alan 
Ayckbourn and the actresses 
Fiona Shaw and Harriet Wal- 
ter, have already expressed 
support for our campaign. 

We are urging Mr Brown to 
introduce a change in taxation 
law to enable people to make 
tax-free donations to arts com- 
panies and venues. 


Wrong type of snow hits Games 


INSIDE GUIDE: WEATHER, P 
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From. Mike Rowbottom 
in Nagano 

OPINIONS differ over who 
has the worst job at the Nagano 
Winter Olympics. Last week, 
that distinction appeared to 
belong to Shogo Hashimoto, a 
high school student who stands 
for eight hours a day with a 
sandwich board directing pas- 
sengers from the Bullet Train. 
Shogo cannot move, or his ar- 
rows point the wrong way. 

But 600 new contenders 
have emerged in the last cou- 
ple of days - the Japanese 
Army recruits charged with 
the fruitless task of dealing the 
slopes of excess snow which has 
already forced the postpone- 
ment of the men's dow nhill. 


combined slalom and women’s 
snowboarding giant slalom. 

These are threatening to 
become the Winter Olympics 
which were snowed off. 

Chi the eve of the Games, 
tbe executive director of the or- 
ganising committee said that if 
he could have one wish, it 
would be for another good fall 
of snow. On Sunday, he got that 
wish. The douds rolled in over 
the Happo'one course in the 
outlying resort of Hakuba - and 
dumped far more snow than thp 
organisers could handle. 

The forecast is for at least 
two more days of flem^ snow- 
fall - caused, apparently by 
winter storms off the Sea of 
Japan. The rate of fall at the 
Hakoba slope yesterday was re- 


ported to be an inch per hour. 

Nagano’s unusual geo- 
graphical circumstances mean 
that its snow is wetter than that 
which frills in Europe - and less 

suitable for marhmft clearance. 

lb add to the woes of the 
labouring servicemen, charged 
with keeping the Games on 
course, a partial thaw quickly re- 
froze, turning the slopes into a 
giant slide. And just to keep 
them on their toes, matters 
were then complicated further 
by an avalanche warning. 

• The skier pictured on the front 
page of yesterday’s Indepen- 
dent was Tkkahiro Sakamoto, of 
Japan, not Britain's Sam Tem- 
ple. The error arose because of 
incorrect information supplied 
by Reuters news agency. 
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Teachers take 
issue with need 
for more tests 


Nearly all primary school . 
pupils will take national tests 
In every year except one. 
Government advisers said 
yesterday. But teachers 
challenged the claim that 
schools' enthusiasm for testing 
is growing, says Judith Judd , 
Education Editor. 


Schools are clamouring for more tests, 
government advisers on exams and the 
curriculum said yesterday. 

At present, national tests in Eng- 
lish, maths and science are compulso- 
ry at the ages of seven. 1 1, and 14 and 
from this September all five-year-olds 
will be assessed. 

There are no plans for more com- 
pulsory testing but this year nine out 
of ten schools are using optional na- 
tional tests for nine-year-olds. 

Advisers from the Qualifications and 
Curriculum Authority are also piloting 
English and maths tests for eight and 
ten-year-olds. Nick Tate, the authori- 
ty's chief executive, said there had been 
a “cultural shift" in teachers' attitude 
to the tests. Whereas, they had origi- 
nally been greeted with widespread hos- 
tility by the profession. 90 per cent of 
teachers of 1 1 -year-olds now believed 
that they were valid and 88 per cent 
thought that the resulLs were reliable. 

Dr Tate said: “There is clear evi- 
dence that teachers find the tests use- 
ful and that is a big lum-round from 
only a few years ago. That indicates a 
big cultural shift We are piloting tests 
at ages eight and ten this year as a re- 
sult of demands from teachers who want 
to be able to measure their progress to- 
wards the Government’s targets.” 

But Doug McAvoy, general secre- 
tary of the National Union of Teachers, 


said: “There should be ho assumption 
that because schools seek to be part of 
a pilot, that die concept of national teste 
every year is supported by teachers. I 
invite Dr Thte to test his conclusion by, 
conducting a survey questioning teach- 
ers on their support for the current na- 
tional tests, additional tests and their 
desire to have the increased workload 
more tests would generate." 

Ministers have set tough targets in 
maths and English for the year 2002. 

Pilot tests for nine-year-olds last 
year showed that half of children did 
not make the expected progress. 

In maths, only 59 per cent reached 
the level expected compared with more 
than 80 per cent at seven. In reading, 
67 per cent reached the standard ex- 

| COMMON ERRORS I 


Examples of die most frequent 
incorrect spellings for some words In 
the spelling test for II -year-olds: 


hopeful 

breeze 

beginning 

opposite 

grabbed 

gradually 

believe 


hopeftill 

breaze 

begining 

opplstte 

grafted 

gradual/ 

bellve 


peered compared with 78 per cent at sev- 
en. in writing the comparable figures 
were 58 per cent and 80 per cent and 
in spelling 55 per cent and 60 per cent 
Reports from the authority on last 
year’s tests for seven-, 11- and 14-year- 
oldshighiighi the areas which children 
need to improve. Ai both nine and 11, 
pupils' performance in meatal arith- 
metic tended to be worse than their 
performance on the written papers. At 
14, Shakespeare is a success story, 62* 
per cent of 1 4-year-olds studied Romeo 
and Juliet and often produced sophis- 
ticated responses. 




Reform the tax system, say stars 


Two knights of the British theatre yes- 
terday gave their support to the Inde- 
pendent and Independent On Sunday 
campaign to persuade the Chancellor 
to give tax incentives for individuals to 
contribute to the arts. 

Musicals impresario Sir Cameron 
Mackintosh and award-winning actor 
Sir Ian Holm (pictured above) gave 
their backing to our campaign, which 
could end the financial crisis afflicting 
arts companies and venues across the 
country. 

Both men want to see reforms to 
the tax system which will encourage in- 
dividuals to support the arts. In Amer- 
ica donations to the arts are tax 
deductible and [here is a climate of grv- 
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ing not replicated in this country. 

We are urging Mr Brown to use his 
budget to introduce a change in taxa- 
tion law to enable people to make tax- 
free donations to arts companies and 


venues. The system is riddled with 
anomalies. Some arts organisations are 
charities, others are not- Tax relief can 
only be claimed where the organisa- 
tion is a charity. In addition tax relief 
can only be claimed on donations 
above £250. 

The absurdity of the present system 
is further illustrated by the fact that if 
you benefit from your donation by, for 
example, getting reduced admission 
prices or even just being put an a pri- 
ority mailing lisL you may lose tax re- 
lief.’ There is also an anomaly for 
people who want to give paintings to 
galleries, lax relief is only applicable 
after death. 

— David lister, Arts News Editor 
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WEATHER 



Noon today 

It mil be mild again everywhere. Scotland will be 
windy with showers, mainly in the west. Between 
these there will be sunny spells, with the best oi tha 
sunshine in the east Northern Ireland and nor lhan 
Engfend wN abo see a few showers, again mainly in 
the west, but also some brighter sunny spells. Wales 
and centra) pans ol England will be mostly dull with 
light raw and drizzle There may also be some drizzle 
in south-west England but die south-east will be dry. 
highland warm. 

Outlook for the next few days 

Wednesday will be weland windy in Scotland, 
Northern Ireland and northern England. The ran 
heavy in many parts wilh winds rising to tple ton* at 
times WalesandcemralEnglandwilfbeduiland 
breezy with tight rain and dr infe in places, while 
southern England will be dry with a lot ot ctaud It will 
howswr remain miWwenwhere. The mild spelJ will 
conlinue until the weekend wilh further rain in the 
north and west but the south and easf will stay dry. 


Atlantic chart, noon today 
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High tides 
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Hpgtil maaaasd m metes 

Lighting-up times 

Belfast 17.21.. 

Birmingham 17 10.. 

Bnstol 17.16. 

Glasgow 17.10 

London 17.D6.. 

Manchester 17.09.. 

Newcastle 17.02. 


Sun & moon 

Sun nses Q7.24 Sui sets 
Mood riser 1623 MmnseC 
Full iroarr Fedniry 1 1 
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Out and about with AA Roadwatch 
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In iheir recent report The Re- 
gional Impacts of Climate 
Change (CUR £24.951. the 
Inter-Governmental Panel on 
Climate Change paints a 
grim picture of the potential ef- 
fects of global wanning. While 
frequently stressing that all 
predictions depend on the ac- 
curacy of unproven computer 
models, the writers produce a 
convincing analysis of the dam- 
aging changes we may all face 
if the models are correct. 

In one respect at least, the 
IPCC report is already being 
vindicated. “The direct and in- 
direct impacts of climate 


change on human health," they 
write, “do constitute a hazard 
to human population health, es- 
pecially in the tropics and sub- 
tropics: these impacts have 
considerable potential to cause 
significant loss of life." Yester- 
day World Health Organbation 
workers in Kenya reported just 
such an outbreak of climate- 
related disease, but the overall 
message was far from gloomy. 

In north-east Kenya and 
southern Somalia. 400 lives 
have been lost this year to dis- 
eases brought on by flooding 
caused by El Nino. Half of these 
have been related to Rift Vhl- 
ley fever, which can cause fatal 
haemorrhaging. The mecha- 
nism is relatively simple: floods 
create the breeding grounds for 
mosquitoes, which transmit the 
disease to humans and live- 
stock. People can also become 
infected from the slaughter of 
infected animals. 

The good news, however, is 
that accurate weather fore- 
casting may enable such out- 
breaks to be contained. “There 
is increasing evidence that these 
outbreaks can be predicted," 
said Mike Ryan, who heads a 
team of 15 WHO experts in- 
vestigating the present out- 
break. While experiments are 


continuing in the search for a 
human vaccine against Rift 
Valley fever, a vaccine for ani- 
mals is already available. 

Scientists are now examin- 
ing weather patterns at the 
time of historical outbreaks of 
the disease to see If correlations 
can be established that would 
enable future outbreaks to be 
predicted. Animals could then 
be rapidly immunised and the 
spread of the disease curbed. 
Last year. Dr Ryan said, satel- 
lite data was used to predict 
an outbreak of malaria in 
Colombia. 

According to a report in No- 
vember, doctors in Peru blamed Jff 
El Nino for high temperatures 
that led to an outbreak of de- 
hydration and diarrhoea among 
infants. In early December, 
malaria cases in Venezuela in- 
creased by an average of 37 per 
cent in the years following an 
El Nino event At the end of the 
same month, Thailand report- 
ed a doubting on the previous 
year of the number of cases of 
dengue fever, which was also 
blamed on the stagnant waters 
left by El Nino. If improved 
weather forecasting can lead to 
better preparedness for such 
outbreaks, then the news from A 
the WHO is very encouraging. . 
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Recycled paper made up 41 A% of 
the raw material for UK raws- - 
papers In the first half of 1997. 
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D °di, an improbable romance, and riddle of a 

. _ . u-timav said that Mr I 



is five months since Dodi 
Fayed was killed, but, as one of 
the most eligible bachelors In the 
world it was only a matter of time 
before someone claimed to have 
had his baby. Kate Watson-Smyth 
looks at the latest round of 
rumour and rebuttal, allegation 
and accusation. 


Even Diane Holliday has admitted it was 
an improbable romance. The dashing play- 
boy was at home in scnr^ of the world’s 

most exclusive resorts would drive to her 
house in Bracknell to spend the evening 


«asss!B5 — -|Kssk 

she has DNAevidcncc to prove that the shetold 

lS-monlhH)W baby was Ws. The baly.caUed ^ his father who, According to Ms Hoi- 
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secret baby 


"»KtSF" 

SkSSSSS 

: S5SESS" 


ity for feanckdKBasons. He flatly denied I decided ^^iSwS?****"* 

that DNA tests wens ever carried ouL didnndK^pMtt^^^^- . „ toh coul<lbeusrfto^^““S=. shcoOTr shewed any ^ 


19968nd 

with Dodi- waw ? nf being preg- 


Dodf Fayed: Paternity claim 


that DNA tests were ever carried out. 

Ms Holliday, 36, told the London 
Evening Standard yesterday. “Dodi was 
Marnf s father. I have a DNA test to prove 
it and Mohamcd Fayed knows this full well 


;rackoen to spend the evening it and Mohamcd Fayed knows dus nulwelL ^“^^^^^inabid- 
chatting over a couple of bottles of wine. Mohamed orgjmiscd theteL ding w£ for th^tpio^of the baby . the case 

On one such night they become lovers money from him she^d whfch^re sold for thousands of pounds. Dodi had a danger. . 

and towards the end of their five-month rWn»hf»mi« nodi s child. She said 


she never snow«* -v 

nant," she said. . a Aaasnt that the 

^^^a^“« ,0r,edby 


her lawyer. 
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; Police take dim view 
of art display going 
■ r down the Tube 


There are a. lot of things 
you can do on a Tube 
train that will get you in 
trouble With the police. 

Paul McCann, Media 
Correspondent, 
discovers how using one 
as a moving art gallery 
can lead to a raid and 
maybe even two 
years in prison. 

A guerrilla artist who has been 
using London .Underground 
trains as an art gallery has 
been raidedby British Tftanspart 
Police investigating alleged of- 
fences of “indecent display". 

The 26-yeas old artist, who 
wishes to be known just as ‘N*, 
is from Germany and now lives 
in London. He has been using 
empty advertising slots above 
seats on the Piccadilly, and 
Northern lines to display his ait 
for over a year. 

Early one morning last 

month six officers from British 
Transport Police .at Baker Street 
station raided a Mend’s home 
that N uses as ; a studio. They 

bad a warrant saying they were 

investigating allegations of in- 
decent display and seized a 
computer, ' screen-printing 
equipment and searched 
through negatives. N says they 
also confiscated dose to 2,000 


to display on the Underground. 

The offence of mdecent dis- 
play refers to public exhibition 
of images that are profane and 
may cause offence. A 
spokesman for British TraiKport 
Police refused to comment on 
the case but said an investiga- 
tion was ongoing. A file has not 
been submitted to the Crown 
' Prosecution, but if prosecuted 
and^xmvicted, the artist could 

face a fine of up to £5,000 or a 


two-year prison sentence. At die 
time of the raid it was a friend 
of N who was arrested until the 
artist himself went to the police 
and admitted it was his work. 

“I was very surprised by 
their actions,™ said N yesterday. 

“I had put a few thousand 
prints on to trains over the last 
year and no one seemed to 
mind. I had been caught at least 
ten tfmftg, from ordinary statical 
staff to a quite senior London 
Underground manager, but 
every time they would just let 
me go. Most of the time they 
seemed quite happy if I gave 
them a signed copy of a print. 

1 would sign them: 'Caught, but 
forgiven'.” N says staff did not 
object to his pictures because he 
didn’t remove real adverts to 
pinirft room for them, but used 
empty spaces. 

He had friends helping dis- 
tribute his pictures and it was 
one of these who was caught 
when police stopped a train he 
was targeting. 

The friend gave his address 
and it was this was raided by the 
officers. The artist has fEwmirite 

Thbe lines and tailors his work 
. to be the right size for their ad- 
vertising panels. . 

did like usmg foe Victo- 
ria Line," he says. “But 1 think 
there must be too many art stu- 
dents or something living on 
that line, because they were al- 
ways stealing my work before it 
• could be seen by many people.” 
The TUbe paintings take the 
form of stick figures taking 
part in activities from dancing 
to drinking and having sex. It 
is the sexual antics which the 

artist believes prompted police 
[ to act. N has had other work in 

. adififerent style displayed in le- 
t gjtimate galleries and sold. But 
r his Thbe work, he feels, is a 
I much purer art because there 
I is no commerci alism involved. 

Rai brack bid, page 6 
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Bitter-sweet Brit awards as winning groups fail to appear 

. _ . _____ ttu> HiicinftfiS FI 


The Verve won three Brit 

Awards last night to crown a tri- 
umphant year. 

The band from Wigan were 
voted best British group. Their 
album Urban Hymns won best 
album. And they also won the 
best producer award along with 
their co-producers Youth and 
Chris Potter. 

The group, currently on a na- 
tional tour, were.also nominat- 
ed for best single for “Bitter 
Sweet Symphony” . But that 
prize went to the all-female 


group All Saints for their song 
“Never Ever”. All Saints also 

won the best video award for the 

same song. 

Meanwhile, only a last- 
minute special award from Brit 
Award bosses saved the Spice 
Girls from playing also-rans to 
the new girls on the block. Tri- 
umphant with two awards and 
most of the headlines last year, 
the Spice Girls gained only one 
Brit nomination this year - for 
a video. But they performed at 
last nights pop showcase and 


were presented with a one-off 
“special award" for exception- 
al commercial success. 

One of the surprise moments 

at the ceremony at the London 
Arena in Docklands, attemted by 
leading lights in the music in- 
dustry, was a special award to El- 
ton John for his services to 
charity over the past year. 

This was shown on film as it 
was presented to the singer by 
the Prime Minister Tony Blair 
“backstage” at the White House 
last week after Elton John had 


taken part in the special enter- 
tainment for a state banquet 
While the Verve have be- 
come widely known over the 

past year, not least for their sin- 
gle “The Drugs Don't. Work", 
a number of awards went to 

artists who are far from, house- 
hold names, to show the 
amount of burgeoning talent in 
the British music industry. 

Best newcomers were 
Stereophonies; best British 
male solo artist Finley Quaye, 
best British female solo artist 


Shola Ama; and best interna- 
tional newcomer. Eels. 

Among the rather better 
known names, the best British 

dance act was Prodigy; best in- 
ternational male solo artist Jon 
Bon Jovi; best international fe- 
male artist Bjoriq best interna- 
tional group G2, and best 
soundtrack The Full Monty. 

And to show the industry re-‘ 
ally does span the years the 
award for Outstanding Contri- 
bution to the British Music In- 
dustry went to veterans of 30 


years in the business Fleet- 
wood Mac. 

The awards sparked off one 
moment of controversy, from 
one of the organisers, who high- 
lighted the “hypocrisy™ of bands 
too treody to perform or in some 

cases even to pkiq) awards. Four 

out of the five best-group nom- 


and the Prodigy were not at the 
awards ceremony, but most 


— David lister, 
Arts News Editor 
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Scooters 

race back 
to top ten 
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- 4,403 motorcycles and 852 ™°P 
were registered in ^^-^97 
ihini more than the same month in oryv, 

^r^nsnlesreachedalO-y^rh^ 

Fonbc first time, scooters totnre tnthe 
top 10, with PL-ugeodsSpeedfigta 100n 

number five and wo moped scooters at 

numbers eight and nine. . . 

Scooters have suffered a p 
decline in popularity since the ^ 
when thousands used them to get tothe 
office or factory and the mods turned 
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[ | ^ - " • • : - • ’ when thousands used theinto get 

Robert (left) and Rafi Manoukian leaving court yesterday.^They are suing, and being sued by. Prince Jefri of Bolkiah (top), who recently bought Asprey jewellers Photographs: Piers Macdonald. 

As cars became more widespre 


Richest man’s brother branded a liar in case 
that could expose secrets of Brunei royalty 


The brother of the Sultan of 
Brunei, the world's richest man, 
crossed swords with two former 
business associates yesterday at 
the High Court in London. Kathy 
Marks says that the case, which 
revolves around disputed property 
deals, will lift the veil that shrouds 
the activities of this obsessively 
secret royal family. 


For nearly two decades, Robert and Rafi 
Manoukian were trusted friends and emis- 
saries of the Brunei royal family, includ- 
ing the Sultan himself and his brother. 
Prince Jefri of BolEah. So close were they 
that they looked after , the prince’s son, 


Prince Hakim, during holidays from his 
school, Emmanuel College in London. 

Yesterday the brothers, wealthy Ar- 
menian-born businessmen whose interests 
include a Jermyn Street boutique, went to 
the High Court to sue Prince Jefri, 44, for 
£80m for allegedly failing to honour two 
London property deals. Prince Jefri, for his 
part, is counter-suing the Manoukians for 
more than £100m, claiming that they sys- 
tematically exploited their friendship with 
his family and made “unreasonable and 
concealed” profits out of him. 

In a rare move, instead of seeking an 
out-of-court settlement away from the 
glare of publicity, the prince - who recently 
.bought Asprey, the Queen’s jewellers, for 
£244m - has decided to submit himself to 
cross-examination. 

The brothers, who once arranged the 


purchase of eveiyihing from golf halls 10 
aircraft for the royal family, claim that he 
reneged on multi million-pound deals in- 
volving the purchase of an office block near 
the Savoy Hotel and the former Playboy 
Club in Park Lane. London. 

Yesterday their counsel. Christopher 
Carr QC, made a robust attack on the cred- 
ibility of the prince, who plays polo with 
Prince Charles and once flew the Chelsea 
football team to Brunei to play the national 
team over there. Mr Carr said that his ver- 
sion of events in the case, which is expected 
to last for up to six months, was “an utter 
deception and falsehood." 

The court was told that when the Park 
Lane property came up for sale in 1 Q S8. 
Prince Jefri was interested in buying the up- 
per four floors and “insisted” that the 
Manoukians should purchase the lower five 


storeys. The brothers agreed, as they did 
not wish to jeopardise other deals. In the 
early 1990s. when the market collapsed. Mr 
Carr claimed, the prince reneged cm a £25m 
verbal deal to renovate the lower floors of 
the building, which is now the prince's Lon- 
don home. 

Mr Carr said the prince was claiming 
that he had bought his four storeys on the 
suggestion of the brothers, and had relied 
totally on Rafi Manoukian for financial in- 
formation and guidance. This, he said, was 
“a complete invention”. The prince's as- 
sertion that he was not even aware that the 
brothers were buying the lower floors was 
“a complete piece of fiction". 

He said there was evidence that the 
Brunei Investment Agency, of which Prince 
Jefri was chairman, had obtained inde- 
pendent valuations of the property through 


other surveyors and his claim that he was 
relying solely on the Manouldans to rep- 
resent his interests was “a plain attempt to 
mislead the court". 

The investment agency owns hotels 
around the world, including the Dorchester 
in London, the Beverly Hills Hotel in Los 
Angeles and the Palace Hotel in New York. 
The Sultan, who is reputed to be worth 
about £20bn. is said to have given full back- 
ing to his brother in fighting the lawsuit. 

While the Sultan is fairly reclusive. 
Prince Jefri has a playboy reputation. He 
has four wives and three children. He owns 
a fleet of 600 cars and a yacht called Tax, 
complete with two speedboats christened 
Nipple 1 and Nipple 2. He once hired Rod 
Stewart to sing at a birthday party for his 
children. 

The case continues today. 


them into a vital style accessory. 

As cars became more widespread, the 
two-wheel market was dominated by die- 
hard bikers, most of whom 
machines with the slick looks of a Grand 

Prix racer. . . 

A Motor Cycle Industry Association 

spokesman said: “Scooters are being dri- 
ven by people new to two wheels, in- 
cluding a lot of middle-aged people 
attracted by improved journey times, low- 
er running costs and cheaper insurance 
j compared to cars." 
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How Kegworth air-crash 
hero drove out the demons 





Healthy 

competition 

Almost half the 100 health 
authorities in England have 
submitted bids to become the 
first Health Action Zones, 
schemes intended to bridge 
the divide between health 
and social care. 

About 10 will be selected 
in the first phase, to start in 
April, which will share £34m 
in funding over the next two 
years. The schemes will tar- 
get areas of deprivation and 
are intended to link NHS or- 
ganisations, local authori- 
ties, community groups and 
businesses in projects to help 
the elderly, children and 
mentally ill people. 

Jeremy Laurance, Health Editor 
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The first man at the 
scene of the 1989; 
Kegworth air disaster 
was awarded £57,000 
damages at the High 
Court yesterday for 
post-traumatic stress 

disorder. Clare Gamer 
spoke to him about how 
his rescue efforts 
changed his life. 

r h-ahwm Pearson can remember 
the precise position of the -0 
bodies in the mangled fuselage- 
To his left, a man was dead. To 
his right, was a woman wbo said 
she Was not in pain. She had 
brakeii her spine. 

■ Tt was dark, except for a dun 
cuahge flicker of Bghis from out- 

side.The smell was of a butch- 
er’s shop, the atmosphere 
macabre. "You can imagine, 
you’ve got a woman there say- 
ing- ,*Gei iny.baby out. Get my 

baby ooL’ Another .person is 

hhkg^jhe hand of his wife say^ 
mg; ‘f know she’s dead’ Some- 
one is saying: 'Have. I still gP 
my feet?”’ • 

. Fpra few minutes Mr Pear- 
son, 39, .was lost in time- Nme 


Sw^ologetically, ^.vjhats 

quite difficult to deal with. 

Mr Pearson, who lives m 


Hull, had been travelling north 
on the Ml with his wife. Rose, 
34, when the British Midland 
Boeing 737-400 crossed his 

path. As soon as it hit the ground 

he instinctively ran to help. 

Three and a half hours lat- 
er he emerged from the wreck- 
age, the only civilian rescuer, 
covered in blood and mentally 
scarred for life. But Mr Peareou 
did not see it that way. The for- 
mer Royal Marine felt he had 
only done what anyone else 

would have done. 

The truth was that his rescue 
efforts had taken their toll. He 
had become a different person. 
His wife could hardly recode 
bim and his children did not un- 
derstand why they were bemg 
shouted at afl the time. Their 

son, Wesley, who was five, be- 
came disruptive at school. 

“It got to the point when we 

actualfytold our oldest cMdren 

that Mummy and Da**! ' 

dMirang-thatwecoultotcou- 

rinue in this relationship be 

cause of the mood swmgsand 
my temper," said 
“I would erupt at the chDdrm 
fbrno real reason. Trivial things 

E&ssS" 

SU-nt-Ti-ss; 

1,1, jn stop ^nd help, and 

n^edteith guilt afte^ 

Over the yearn. Mis Pea 15 ™ 


had begun to believe heT hus- 
band: that nothing was wrong 

with him and that it was she who 

must have the problem. In June 
1995, she issued an ultimatum. 
He must visit Dr Gordon Turn- 
bull, an expert on post-traumatic 
stress disorder, at Ticehurst 
House Hospital, West Sussex, 
for a consultation - or else they 
must consider living separate- 
ly for the children’s sake. 

Dr Turnbull diagnosed Mr 
Pearson as having severe post- 
ttaumatic stress disorder. His de- 
nial that he had a problem was 
a classic symptom. Mrs Pearson 
remembers thinking: “Thank 
gpd for lhaL It’s seven years and 
someone actually believes me. 

Two months later, he was ad- 
mitted for a two-week residen- 
tial therapy course. His wife 
recalled: “1 thought ‘How can 
they bring back my husband 
from seven years ago m 13 
days? But when I got to Tice- 
hurst and I saw him, just the 
look on his face told me that all 
the hurt and all the pain had 
gone away, and stood in front 
of me was my husband again. 

Mr Pearson was presented 
with a bravery award from the 
Royal Humane Society m 1990. 
“It was all framed nicely. I’ve 

never put it on the wall rve nev- 
er told people,” he said- “ j 
think maybe after this [case] tt 

may go up on the wall and that's 

part of feeling it’s come to a 
close ... I can actually look at it 
and Ws not going to upset me." 


Police are investigating the 
discovery of a 65-year-old 
foetus in a school in south- 
west Scotland. 

It was found in a jar by a 
13-year-old pupil at the Dou- 
glas Ewart High School near 
Newton Stewart, Wigtown- 
shire. Police later found it 
had been loaned to the i 
school 15 years ago for 
educational purposes. 

A report will be sent to 
the Procurator Fiscal. 

Bomb error 

An RAF pilot accidentally 
bombed the wrong Scottish 
island during a training ex- 
ercise, it emerged yesterday. 

Two 1,0001b bombs, one 
of them live, were dropped 
on uninhabited Am Balg 
near Cape Wrath by one of 
two Jaguar jets involved in 
the mock bombing raid. 

But tbe mission's intend- 
ed target was An Gaibh- 
Eflean, also uninh abited - 
more than 20 miles away. 

Heritage boss 

Eric Anderson, former head- 
master of Eton College and 
a pne-time teacher of Tony 
Blair, has been appointed 
chairman of .the Heritage 
Lottery Fund (HLJF), re- 
sponsible for handing out 
£25 Ora a year. 
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Christmas 
Day killer 
trapped by 
DNA test 



A student who murdered 
a teenage girl as she 
walked home from a 
Christmas Eve 
discotheque two years 
ago was jailed for life 
yesterday. 

As Kathy Marks reports, 
a massive DNA testing 
programme helped to 
trap Louise Smith’s 
killer. 


The one small comfort for 
Louise Smith's parents yester- 
day was that David Frost, 22. 
pleaded guilty at the last 
minute, sparing them the ordeal 
of sitting through a two-week 
trial. 

Frost, a civil engineering 
student at the University of 
Surrey, changed his plea. 
admitting that he murdered 
lS-y car-old Louise, a clerical 
worker, and dumped her naked 
body in a quarry near her home, 
in Chipping Sodbury, near 
Bristol. 

Her body lay undiscovered 


for seven weeks, despite the ef- 
forts of a volunteer anny of 
10,000 people, including friends 
and neighbours of the family, 
who joined police for the 
search. 

The grim find was eventually 
made by two 13-year-old boys, 
who were throwing stones into 
rhe disused quarry. 

At Bristol Crown Court yes- 
terday, with Louise’s parents 
and brother, Richard, in the 
public gallery, the judge, Mr Jus- 
tice Bell, told Frost “It was an 
evil thing that you did in the 
early hours of Christmas Day 


two years ago, taking the life of 
Louise Smith. There is only one 
sentence for murder and that is 
life imprisonment." 

Frost, of nearby Yate, who 
was described by police as "a 
>«iy intelligent, dean-cut young 
man”, denied a further charge 
of rape. The plea was accepted 
by the prosecution. 

After sentence was passed, 
Louise's parents, Gillian and 
Robert, called for the return of 
the death penalty. 

Mr Smith said: ‘^People who 
are opposed to the death penal- 
ty should have seen our house- 


hold over the last two years and 
the misery that David Frost has 
caused.” 

Louise, described as an in- 
telligent, bubbly girl had spent 
the evening with friends at Spi- 
rals nightclub in Yate shopping 
centre. A secority camera 
caught her leaving the club just 
after 2am. 

After going to a nearby ham- 
burger bar, she declined two of- 
fers of a lift home, as she lived 
only a 10-minute walk away. She 
was said to have been looking 
forward to a traditional Christ- 
mas Day with her family. 


The court was told that Frost 
was also captured oa camera. 
After d rinkin g heavily in a pub- 
lic house, he turned up at the 
nightclub just before lam, bat 
felled to gain admission. 

In interviews with police. 
Frost said that he approached 
Louise on her way home and 
persuaded her to walk with 
him to the Barnhill Quarry, 
where he took her clothes off 
and bad sex with her. 

Afterwards, he said, she be- 
gan to get upset. “She was cry- 
ing louder and louder, and I 
tried to her down, rea- 


soning with her,” he told de- 
tectives. Then I put my hand on 
her mouth and tried to stop her 
screaming. She went silent.’ 

Frost said that he panicked 
and dragged her body to the 
edge of the 200ft deep quarry, 
which he knew well because be 
had played there as a child. 
Louise was wearing only her 
shoes when she was found. Her 
clothes, jewellery and handbag 
were scattered around the area. 

Police visited 10,500 homes 
during the investigation and 
also interviewed more than 
14,800 people. DNA tests were 


carried out on 4,500 men. A 

sample was also requested from 

Frost, who bad been staying at 
his parents’ house for the 
Christmas holidays. He agreed, 
but did not turn up to an ap- 
pointment, and then left for 
South Africa to take up a job 
with an engineering company. 
Officers contacted him there 
and mouths swabs were even- 
tually taken, which resulted in ■ 
a close DNA match. Police 
travelled to South Africa to in- 
terview him, and he then re- 
turned to Bri tain, where be 
was arrested. 


Experts say the unsayable: new roads are not always good for the economy 


Dead end: Road 
improvements to 
the A38 in Cornwall 
did not noticeably 
produce more jobs, 
a member of a 
committee of 
leading academics 
has observed 

Photograph: Apex 
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For years, the notion 
that new roads bring 
employment to isolated 
parts of the country has 
been virtually 
unchallenged by the 
Government. 

But, says Randeep 
Ramesh, Transport 
Correspondent, a report 
by influential ministerial 
advisers has said tbe7.~ .' 
unsayable: more roads 
do not mean more jobs. 


An obscure but important com- 
mittee of academics, the Stand- 
ing Advisory Committee on 
Trunk Road Assessment (Sac- 
tia), warned that the benefits of 
new road links may often be 
“mispJaced". 

The argument, used mainly 
by local authorities when lob- 
bying for new highways, was also 
questioned by Gavin Strang, the 
transport minister, who said 
that building new roads would 
not solve traffic problems. 

For years, many academics 
have argued that funding huge 
road programmes would not 
have a detrimental effect on lo- 
cal economies. 

The Council for the Protec- 
tion of Rural England pro- 
duced a report in 1993 which 


questioned Cornwall County 
Council's request to “catch up 
with the rest of the country in 
terms of more roads”. 

One Sactra committee 
member pointed out that im- 
provements to the A38 in Corn- 
wall had certainly increased 
access but had not noticeably 
produced jobs in the county. 

John Whftelegg, professor of 
environmental studies at John 
Moores University in Liver- 
pool, also produced a report a 
year later that looked at 
whether employment rates 
matched road building. 

“I found there was no cor- 
relation,” said Prof Whitelegg. 

“In East Anglia I looked at 
Kings Lynn, which had no new 
roads but performed very well. 
Whereas the M65. which linked 
Burnley, Nelson and Colne to 
the M6, had not seen new jobs 
created.” 

The report - which is an in- 
terim statement from Sactra - 
also states that there is “scope 
to achieve some reduction in na- 
tional traffic volumes through 
traffic restraint measures which 
will at the same time improve 
economic efficiency”. 

This measure is also echoed 
by a report by Phil Goodwin, a 
transport expert at University 
College London, which claims 
that closing roads can reduce 
congestion. 

Greener authorities - such 


as York - have promoted car- 
free city centres as a way of de- 
creasing car use without 
harming local businesses. 

The Liberal Democrats 
welcomed the report. Matthew 
Taylor MR transport spokes- 
man, said: “Building new roads 
can suck jobs out of depressed 
areas rather than helping 
them, whilst limiting traffic in 
city urban areas can actually 
make them more attractive 
and so encourage economic 
development.” 

The Sactra report angered 
the road-budding lobby. “Our 
research shows dearly the eco- 
nomic benefits of road im- 
provements. The idea that the 
quality of service on offer from 
the road network has no impact 
on national or local economies 
is a fairly heroic assertion,” 
said a spokesman for the British 
Road Federation. 

According to the RAC more 
than 600 communities in Britain 
want new bypasses. 

The Freight Transport As- 
sociation, which represents 
12,000 companies including the 
major supermarkets, said it had 
given evidence to the commit- 
tee that there was a link between 
jobs and new roads.Geoff Dos- 
setter, a spokesman for the 
FTA, said: “The one sure way 
to kflJ a dry centre off is pro- 
hibiting the operation of goods 
vehicles. No goods, no dries.” 
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Railtrack to bid for infrastructure 
of Tube in network sell-off 


London's Tube network is like- 
ly to be broken up into two or 
three companies and sold off 
according to the boss of Rail- 
track, the owner of the country’s 
mainline track and stations. 

Gerald Corbett. Rail track's 
chief executive, admitted the 
company had been in talks with 
the Government over the future 
of London Underground. “I un- 
derstand that the Tube will be 
split into two or three infra- 
structure companies on long 
leases,” he said yesterday. 

Mr Corbett added that the 
train companies - such as the 
Piccadilly line - would be kept 
in the public sector. Railtrack 
confirmed that it would bid to 
buy up the whole network. “It 
makes sense for us ... we have 
1,300 engineers in rail-based in- 
vestment projects,” he said. 

The decision to split up the 
Tribe is a half-way house be- 
tween Treasury plans and 
Deputy Prime Minister John 
Prescott’s idea of a public-pri- 
vate partnership. Mr Prescott 
proposal was to lease all the in- 
frastructure - the tunnels and 
the tracks- to one company for 
30 years. The only firm big 

enough handle that large a 
contract is Railtrack. 

However, the Treasury ar- 


gued that by offering up three 
separate bits of the network, as 
well as the train companies, to 
the market, bidders would com- 
pete - on the basis of Lower sub- 
sidies — to take over sections of 
the Tribe. The compromise is 
also likely to placate the unions. 

Railtrack said it had offered 
ministers a small stake in the 
company in return for talcing 
over the Tube. However, min- 
isterial sources said this had 
been rejected - because the plan 
gave the Government no say in 
what the company was doing. 

Mr Corbett said London 
Underground would be a pri- 
ority for Railtrack and said the 
company could upgrade the 
ailing system. There is a lot we 
could do. For example, new or- 
bital lines linking south London 
or a line from Stratford to 
Heathrow.’’ ■ 

Railtrack executives were 
answering reporters’ questions 
in response to a BBC radio in- 
terview with Gavin Strang, the 
transport minister, in which he 
announced that the Tribe was to 
be “modernised". 

The Tube, which carries 
more than 1.6 million people 
every day, is falling apart and in 
dire need of cash. Next year it 
will receive £300m for its “core" 


operations. That is £50m short 
of the amount needed just to 
stop the roL To clear the “in- 
vestment backlog”, the service 
needs more than £lbn. 

Mr Strang also said that im- 
proving the network was a pri- 
ority, not just for London, but 
the whole country. “We have to 
invest more in the Under- 
ground and we have to improve 
the standard and level of service 

and capacity." 

• A six-month delay to the 
opening of the £2.7bn Jubilee 
Line extension was announced 
yesterday because of continued 
signalling problems. 

London Transport said it 
regretted the delay, which 
means the line wBl now open in 
Spring 1999 instead of this Sep- 
tember. The 10-mile extension, 
from central London to Strat- 
ford, via the mille nnium Dome 
in Greenwich, was originally Hue 
to open in March of tins year. 

London Underground’s 
managing director, Denis Trin- 
niciiffe, said: “I understand 
how frustrating a further delay 
will be for businesses and com- 
munities in south and east Lon- 
don who are eagerly awai ting 
the real benefits the new un- 
derground tine will bring " 

— Randeep Ramesh 
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*5I° W faction by vets ‘made BSE epidemic worse 


Clams that.the BSE epidemic 
a>uJd baye been cut by a third 
if vets bad acted sooner to 
identify the disease wDl be ex- 
amined by the public inquiry 
mto the background of “mad 
cowKsease", the Government 
said yesterday. 

The history of the origins of 

bovine spongiform encepha- 
lopathy and steps taken to tack- 
le it are to be investigated by the 

inquiry headed by Lord Justice 
Phillips beginning next week. 


The pledge comes amid 
ciajn ® that the &st cases of BSE 

were identified 14 months ear- 
lier than officially recorded. 

One of the scientists advis- 
ing ministers on BSE said ear- 
lier action could have had a 
T^iy, very significant effect" on 
the size of the epidemic, and the 
amount of infected meat en- 
tering the human food chain. 

A new BBC series, Mad 
Cows and Englishmen . to be 
broadcast next Sunday, claims 


that a pathologist at the official 
Central Veterinary Laboratory 
first discovered "cow scrapie** 
in September 1985. The diag- 
nosis was made on a Friesian 
cow from a farm near Midhurst, 
West Sussex, where the alarm 
was first raised at the end of 
1984. 

However, the disease was 
not officially identified by the 
Central Veterinary Laboratory 
until November 1986, as a re- 
sult of a separate investigation 


into an outbreak on a farm near 
Ashford, Kent. 

Ministers were informed 
about the new disease the fol- 
lowing summer, and a ban on 
the use of animnt protein in 
cattle feed, thought to be the 
cause of BSE, was introduced 
a year later in June 1988. 

Professor Roy Anderson, a 
member of the Government's 
advisory body on BSE, said if 
the beef bon had been intro- 
duced earlier, up to a third of 


the 170,000 cases of BSE diag- 
noses so far could have been 
prevented. 

He also said that less in- 
fected meat would have entered 
the human food chain. 

He told BBC Breakfast 
News: “There are a lot of ifc and 
buts about this case and 1 
should say from the beginning 
it is easy to be wise with hind- 
sight. Given that there was a 
slight delay during the expedi- 
eniial growth phase of the epi- 


demic, the phase in which it is 
growing very rapidly, early in- 
tervention can have a dramat- 
ic effect on the course and ibis 
particular period-'87, *88- was 
a period when the epidemic was 
growing extremely rapidly. 

“Therefore, intervention 12 
or 14 months earlier, unfortu- 
nately, would have had a very; 
very significan t effect if it had 
taken place." 

But he said no one should 
be held responsible for the de- 


lav “I do not think it is coo- 
sheave to ascribe blame to in- 
dividuals or peopte or, as » 

were, organisations. 

It was important to look ai 
the lessons that could be learnt 
from the BSE epidemic wtucb 
showed that human societies 

were vulnerable today to new 

diseases," Professor Anderson 

said. “Wt bav* to be vigilant and 

react quickly." 

It was impossible to predict 
the risk posed by the new strain 


t human version of the 
iSlcSeldt Jakob di*- 

ease “With only 23 cases at the 
the future is extremely 

^^anditvriUstaysofor 
another three to five ywrs. 

A spokeswoman jotO» 

occ will address, 

^ment is not in 3 position to 

pre-empt its outcomes. 
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‘Golden hellos’ 
add sparkle to 
jobs for graduates 


Job prospects for students who 
graduate this s umm er are at 

their best for a decade, with em- 
ployers increasingly offering 
“golden hellos" to attract the 
most promising recruits, 
jet Lump sums paid to gradu- 
ates average £1,000, but can vaiy 
between £300 and £2Jj00, 
according to the research group 
Incomes Data Services. 

The “upfront" money is 
aimed at bigh-flyers or those 
with specialisms in high d eman d 
and is particularly welcome for 
those with large student loans 
to repay. 

HWig employed an extra 18 
per cent of graduates in 1997, 
companies are planing to raise 
their intake by a further 17 per 
cent this summer. 

Managers claim, however, 
that they are finding it increas- 
ingly difficult to secure the 
services of quality recruits. Re- 
searchers at IDS believe that 
students are still achieving the 
jdame standards, but that em- 
ployers want “more of the best". 

The biggest jump in gradu- 
ate intake this year is being 
planned in the finance sector, 
where employers predict they 
will be takmg on 30 per cent 
more degree holders this year 
than last In 1997 they em- 
ployed nearly 40 percent more 
than in the previous year when 
recruitment had declined by 
16.7 per cent At the Halifax the 
demand for degree holders in- 
creased by 775 per cent. In 1996 


it took on 12 university leavers, 
but last year it employed 105. 

In a survey of 100 organisa- 
tions, the research group found 
that median starrin g salari es 3T& 
expected to be £16,000 this 
year compared with £15.500 in 
1 997. The range of starting pay 
last year however was between 
£1 1,160 and £25,000, compared 
with average earnings through- 
out the economy of £19,200 for 
adults working full time. 

It is possible that while the 
number of jobs on offer will go 
up, they will not all be taken. 
Last year a third of companies 
complained that they were 
unable to fill all the vacancies, 
particularly in information tech- 
nology and engineering. 

Apart from golden hellos, 
managements are also offering 
interest-free loans and upfront 
salary payments, lb build ties 
with the people they want, 
firms also offer sandwich-year 
work placements and sponsor- 
ship schemes. Companies find 
that it is not easy to retain the 
services of graduates. They held 
on to 77 per cent of their 1994 
intake and less than 60 percent 
■ of those they recruited in 1992. 

Advertising in the national 
press is still the most popular 
method of attracting graduate 
applicants, according to IDS; 
but more than a tenth of com- 
panies are also using the Inter- 
net to reach college leavers. 

— Borne Oemeni 
Labour Editor 
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Priest’s claim of innocence is a lie, 
jury is told in child sex abuse case 


ire 


A Catholic priest accused of sex 
attacks on schoolchildren lied - 
when protesting his innocence, 
jt was claimed in court yesterday. 

Evidence from the com- 
plainan ts -four women and two 
men - had clearly shown iden- 
tical features in the way they 
were indecently assaulted by 
Fr John Lloyd, it was said. 

Richard Twomlow, for the 
prosecution, told the jury at 

Cardiff Crown Court, that it was 

not a case where an accidental 
touching by the priest could 
have been misinterpreted years 

r er. 

“This is a case where some- 
one is telling you lies. The 
prosedition say the person who 


is telling the lies is the 
defendant." 

Fr Lloyd, 57. denies four 
charges of rape and 17 counts 
of indecent assault on pupil? 
aged between eight and 13. 
The offences are alleged to 
have taken place over an 18-year 
period from 1970, when 
Fr Lloyd was working in 
parishes in South V&les. 

The court has heard one 
woman claim that as a nine- 
year-old she was raped more 
than 20 times by Fr Lloyd as be 
beard lunchtime confessions at 
her primary school. 

Mr Tlvomkjw told the jury 
the woman had no other reason 
for making a complaint years 


later except to tell the truth 
about what happened. 

“Why else should she come 
forward with the prospect of a 

hearing as public as this one, to 
be cross-examined, to be ac- 
cused of fantasising - unless of 
course it is true?" 

Earlier, several of bis former 
parishioners appeared as de- 
fence witnesses for Fr Lloyd, 
currently on leave from St 
Joseph’s Church, Penarth. near 
Cardiff. The priest was de- 
scribed by teacher Ruth Flana- 
gan as “the nicest person l 
have ever seen with children”. 

Mrs Flanagan, who attend- 
ed Fr Lloyd’s church at St 
Mary’s, Chepstow, Gwent, said 


youngsters would flock to his 
side whenever he appeared at 
sctaooL 

Altar boys would also quar- 
rel over who should be allowed 
to serve at the services he con- 
ducted. Children had a good re- 
lationship with him and enjoyed 
his company, she added. She 
never saw anything to make her 
think he ever behaved improp- 
erly towards them. 

“He came across as a father 
figure. I think the children saw 
him as a person of strength, ci- 
vility and decency," she added. 

The trial was adjourned 
until today when the defence 
counsel, Ian Murphy QC, will 
make his dosing speech. 


Homework competes with paid work 


More than 40 per cent of 14- 
year-olds bawea regular pud . job 


mu =* — 

work for extra pocket money. 

A study by the schools health 
education unit at Exeter Uni- 
versity estates 759,000 young- 
sters aged 11 to 15 are in work. 
One in 25 14 -year-olds works 
more than 10 hours a week- 
It is illegal for children to 
work under the age of 13 unless 
hey are working for a parent or 

uardian. 


The research was published 
yesterday to raise awareness be- 
fore the second reading of a pri- 
vate member’s Bill on Friday 
urging tighter controls on em- 
ployment of children. 

The Employment of Chil- 
dren Bin was drawn up by Chns 

Pond, Labour MP for Grave- 
sham, in Kent. The report said 
“earners" were also more likely 

to have a bcy&iend ra guifoend, 

drink alcohol and to have been 
offered drugs. 


John Balding, director of 
the unit, said: “It seems par- 
ticipation in the world of work, 
as well as raising health and 
safety issues, is also connected 
with initiation into a variety of 
other health-related activities." 

A spokeswoman for the Na- 
tional Union oflfeachers said: 


children working too many 
hours could damage their future 
for the sake of earning £10 a 
week." She added that parents 


should make sure children bal- 
anced work and homework and 
that shopkeepers should not sell 

drink and cigarettes to children. 

The boys mainly had paper 
or milk rounds, followed in 
popularity by a range of other 
jobs including manual work, 
baby-sitting, farm work or gar- 
dening, paid housework and 
working in shops. The most 
popular jobs for girls were 
baby-sitting, paid housework, 
and a paper or milk round. 
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Mystery blasts go back in time 

Mysterious blasts of energy pro- 
ducing more explosive power 
than anything else known in the 
universe date backahnost to the 
dawn of time, astronomers said 
yesterday. Gamma-ray bursts, 
fust spotted in the 1960s, spew 
out more energy in jost 10 sec- 
onds than the Sun will produce 
in 10 billion years. . 

Astronomers from the Uni- 
versity of Cambridge have now 
calculated that the dimmest 
bursts detected are so far away 

that their light has taken neaity 
the whole of the time the unh 

veise has existed to reach us. 


were being formed, shortly af- 
ter the Big Bang which created 
all the matter in the universe 
about 15 billion years ago. 

The discovery also , means 
gamma-ray bursts are about 20 
rimes more powerful than bad 
previot^ been estimated. Thty 
appear to dwarf supernovas, 
exploding dying stars, once 
thought to be the most violent 
bbjectsin the universe. 

Scientists still do not folly un- 
derstand what causes gamma-ray 

bursts.. It is thought they are 
linked with the death of massive, 
veisetasa®“‘ u ‘“““- Someoperts 

Ti^roiildbaveoccunedattte thmkth^onirvAenlingestars 
to the fiiststais and galaxies collapse to fimn Hack holes. _. 


So whv should vou go to u niversity or college? 
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Supermarkets to house polling booths as Prescott pledges council shake-up 


Voters may use electronic 
polling booths in supermarkets 
in annual local elections under 
proposals published by John 
Prescott yesterday. 

A Green Paper on local 
government also suggests citi- 
zen’s juries, focus groups and 
referendums in an overhaul 
designed to “modernise Britain, 
giving power back where it 


belongs - to the people”, the 
Deputy Prime Minister said. 

Local authorities could also 
be allowed to select executive 
mayors and run their ope ration^ 
under Cabinet-style commit- 
tees. Mr Prescon said the Gov- 
ernment would give priority to 
legislati n g for the changes once 
a consultation had taken place. 

“At the end of the process, 


we want councils that represent 
their people more effectively 
and respond to their needs. This 
is an area where we can lead the 
world," he said. 

The document. Modernising 
Local Government, aims to 
make authorities more repre- 
sentative by winning back vot- 
ers lost from the electoral rolls 
and attracting a wider range of 


councillors. Ministers hope 
plans for the electoral register 
to be updated constantly instead 
of just- once a year might help 
to win back some of those who 
■ are missing, estimated at be- 
tween 2 and 4 million people. 

• They say it might also help 
to improve turnouts, which are 
just 40 percent in local elections 
here compared with 93 per 


cent in Luxembourg, where 
voting is compulsory. and 80 per 
cent in Denmark, where it is not 
The document said 35 per 
cent of councillors were re- 
tired, 75 per cent were male and 
too few were from ethnic mi- 
norities- Ely reforming the time- 
consuming system of committee 
meetings set up in Victorian 
times more of the under-rep- 


resented groups might be per- 
suaded to stand for election. 

The document proposed 
separating the executive and 
representational functions of 
councOlois to provide greater 
clarity about who was respon- 
sible for decisions. Under such 
a system “backbench” council- 
lors could be more effective and 
have a higher profile while 


taking on a lighter workload, it 
suggested. 

Sir Jeremy Beecham, the 
chairman of the Local Gov- 
ernment Association, welcomed 
-i mSH it marked the 


beginning of a. new era for 
local authorities. 

However, he added that they 
also needed to see capping 
abolished and non-domestic 


rates returned to local control. 

“Increasing democracy is 
not just a laudable aim in itself, 
it is necessary if we are to show 
electors that local government 
is important that their councils 
can make a difference to then 
lives. However, greater financial 
autonomy is just as important 
in making this connection,” Sir 
Jeremy said. . 


New Labour 
MPs bring 
CND back to 
the heart of 
parliament 


A great Labour tradition 
that had died away with 
the ending of the Cold 
War has been rekindled, 
writes Steve Boggan - a 
parliamentary branch of 
the Campaign for 
Nuclear Disarmament. 


Twenty-eight Labour MPs met 
last month to re-establish the 
Parliamentary Labour CND, a 
body which once boasted the 
membership of Tony Blair. Jack 
Straw and Gavin Strang, none 
of whom are expected to rejoin. 

The old Parliamentary CND 
withered away between the 
general elections in 1992 and 
1997. Last summer, however, 
Hany Cohen, MP for Leyton 
and Wanstead, Jeremy Corbyn 
(Islington North), and Alan 
Simpson (Nottingham South), 
reacted to growing concern 
among Labour MPs over an ap- 
parent stalling of the disarma- 
ment process and the lack of 


government commitment to 
speed it up. 

They held a meeting with 
William Peden, CND’s parlia- 
mentary officer, on 15 July at 
which it was derided to invite 
Labour members to rejoin, and 
to approach Ann Ciyer, the 
Keighley MP whose late hus- 
band, Bob, used to act as trea- 
surer. Mrs Cryervolunteered to 
take on Mr Oyer's old role and 
an audit of the group's bank ac- 
count found it to be “very 
healthy”. On 24 January in 
room W4 off the Great Hall at 
the Palace of Westminster, the 
Parliamentary Labour CND 
was reborn, with 28 Mft pay- 
ing £5 subscription. Signifi- 
cantly, 11 were new MPs. 

The rebirth, although at first 
sight a sentimental occasion - 
CND’s 40th anniversary is next 
week - reflects a more serious 
groundswell of concern among 
Labour MPs about cuts in 
welfare spending while, in 
their view, defence spending is 
too high. 

Several early-day motions. 



Plans to ^ 
reform 

RUC 

attacked 


Plans to make the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary more account- 
able were under fire last night 
from nationalist politicians. 

Launching the most far- 
reaching review of police 


accountability in 30 years, hfe 
Mowlam. Secretary of Sta* 


Back on the agenda: In 1986, Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher were CND’s favourite Cold War targets 


Phonograph: David Dyson 


inspired by CND, have been 
very well supported by new as 
well as old Labour MPs. One, 
put forward by Mrs Ciyer last 
July, reiterated the desire to “rid 
the world of nuclear weapons 
and the threat they pose to it". 


It was supported by 49 Labour 
MPS, including 19 new mem- 
bers. Another, which expressed 
concern over stockpiles of plu- 
tonium, attracted the support of 
99 Labour members, including 
57 new ones. 


Mr Corbyn said be expects 
Labour under Tony Blair to 
- frown upon membership of the 
group but applications are still 
flowing in. “I think Tony Blah- 
should worry about this and en- 
sure that when the results of the 


defence review come out, we 
don’t end up spending more on 
the mili tary or blowing more 
money on subsidies for the 
arms industry,” be said. 

Asked whether old members 
- listed as T Blair. J Straw or 


G Strang- were expected to re- 
new their memberships, he 
replied: “We’re not expecting 
them to apply. And we haven't 
had any offers from an 
A Campbell offering to act as 
our press officer.” 


Child support payments to be simplified in agency overhaul 


Reforms to the Child 
Support Agency will be 
set out before the 
summer, welfare 
minister Frank Field said 
yesterday. Fran Abrams, 
Political Correspondent 
says Mr Field conceded 
that the agency was not 
working and needed an 
full-scale overhaul. 


Calls for a Government-backed 
voluntary system under which 
parents would agree arrange- 
ments for the support of their 
children when they divorced 
were rejected by Mr Field. 

Instead, the minister for wel- 
fare reform, speaking in a Com- 
mons debate called by tbe 
liberal Democrats, suggested 
that a simple solution would be 
to relate payments directly to the 
earnings of the absent parent. 


The CSA has met with con- 
stant criticism, with some peo- 
ple arguing that it fails to take 
account of individual circum- 
stances and otheis that it is too 
complex because it tries to do 
just that MPs have received 
many thousands of complaints 
about its working and large 
numbers of families on benefits 
have not received payments. 

Mr Field said it would be un- 
fair to blame CSA staff, as the 


formula they bad to use was so 
complex that 90 per cent of their 
time was spent grappling with 
it The Government’s reform 
would aim to support children, 
get payments to families in 
need, to give parents more 
choice, protect taxpayers, move 
the issue of access up the po- 
litical agenda and establish a sys- 
tem staff could understand. 

At some stage soon, minis- 
ters would have to decide 


whether to follow the “volun- 
tary-type principle’" put for- 
ward by tbe Liberal Democrats, 
to have easily understood rules 
backed by enforcement, or 
whether the House thought it 
bad the “wisdom to legislate for 
the complexities of people’s 
lives", he said. 

Opening the debate, the Lib- 
eral Democrat spokesman, 
David Rend el, said the CSA had 
failed and should be abolished. 


He called for a system of medi- 
ation to arrive at voluntary 
agreements, backed by a fami- 
ly court or tribunal to enfanx to 
decisions when disputes arose. 

“The Child Support Act has 
failed to meet the needs of ab- 
sent parents, it has failed to meet 
the needs of parents with care 
and, above all, it has failed to 
meet the needs of children. 
The Odd Support Act is beyond 
repair and it is now as friendless 


as it is unfriendly.” he said. 

Conservative Simon Burns 
said the aim of the CSA had 
been to safeguard children and 
its principles should be main- 
tained. It was impossible to get 
a voluntary agreement in most 
cases and this was why the 
agency had been set up.“ Where 
this is possible, and in a perfect 
world there should be a vol- 
untary agreement - but this is not 
the purpose of the CSA” he said. 


Mowlam. Secretary of StaK? 
for Northern Ireland, said a con- 
sultative paper, focusing on 
how to create greater commu- 
nity participation in the ap- 
pointment of the police 
authority, was an effort to pro- 
duce a more open and ac- 
countable policing service. 

But Seamus Mallon, deputy 
leader of the Social Democra- 
tic and Labour Party, said it was 
superficial and did not even at- 
tempt to address the serious 
problems of policing. 

Sinn Fein said it fell far 
short of what was required. 
Even Pat Armstrong, the cur- 
rent Police Authority chair- 
man, said he had “reservations” 
about some of the proposals. 

Ms Mowlam told a Belfast 
news conference: “1 wish 
make the RUC open and 
accoun table to the whole of 
Northern Ireland, including 
those elements of the nationalst 
community who see weakness- 
es, not just in the RUC but 
police authority and would like 
changes to be made.” 

But she said any change had 
to be kept In perspective and 
she had no plans to answer Sinn 
Fein's repeated calls for the dis- 
bandment of the RUC. The 
document gave a series of op- 
tions for change. They includ- 
ed the Secretary of State; 
continuing to appoint mem- 
bers, but on a more geograph- 
ical basis; elections to the 
authority: drawing members 
from political parties in relation 
to their elected strength, or a 

hrirl nf ftii» fmr\ 


brid of the two. . 

But Sinn Fein's chief nego- 
tiator, Martin McGumness, said: 
“Tbe RUC are unacceptable to 
the nationalist people in any 
guise. They cannot be reformed” 
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Blair think-tank dismisses 
Europe as a PR disaster 


Babylon 5 on video 


volumes 3 1 & 32 


LIKE TO TOW 
A CARAVAN? 


FIGHTING FORCES. 


AWNING CHALLENGE 


0 


CONQUER THE ICE 
KINGDOM 


Irt the show thart got tbe Loci 
Hundreds of Boon and Caravans, 
Holiday Homo, Terns, Awnings, 


FUN FOR THE KIDS 
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It’s me unmissable lame snow 


all (be family ran enjoy. 
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An absolute must for 
Babylon 5 fans, a chance 
to win the final two volumes 
from the third series of this 
hugely successful sci-fi show. 
All the tensions apparent in 
previous episodes erupt in 
the following thrilling 
episodes: 


returned to compel 
Sheridan to visit the place 
where he knows he will die? 


Grey 17 is Missing - 
What could possibly be if 
interest at level Grey 17? 
When Garibaldi digs a Irtde 
too deeply into the mystery 
he finds more than he 
bargained for. 


We have 1 5 Babylon 5 video 
sets (volumes 31 & 32) to 
win - courtesy of Warner 
Home Video. To enter this 
competition simply dial the 
number below, answer the 
following question on line 
and leave your name and full 
address: 


Q: Name the actor who 
plays Captain John 
Sheridan in Babyion 5. 


And The Rock Cried 
Out No Hiding Place - 
The intrigue between 
Centauri nobles sets to 
enter a lethal endgame 
which will only conclude 
with the death of one of the 
rivals. 


Call 0930 564 613 


Shadow Dancing - The 
Shadows are driving 
refugees into one area to 
alienate them and only a 
showdown between the 
two largest battle fleets in 
the Galaxy. 


Z'Ha’Dum - What awful 
secret from the past has 



Calls cost 50p par minute at all times. Wlm» picked at randan after liner, close 
10 February 1998. Usual f'fewspaper PuOfeWng rules Uppty Ecfitor* demon rs final 


Fear and ignorance 
about the euro are still 
widespread, and New 
Labour-type rebranding 
exercises are unlikely to 
be win over citizens, 
according to a report. 
Katherine Butler in Brussels 
looks at a perennial 
problem. 


roost”. It accuses Eurocrats of 
letting the EU become “bogged 
down in bureaucratic minutiae” 
while failing spectacularly to 
overcome apathy and igno- 
rance. Echoing tbe Blair cam- 
paign to create “a people's 
Europe”, it says Brussels ought 


A British study today says the 
European Union is a public-re- 
lations disaster and warns Brus- 
sels against a campaign to make 
citizens accept the single cur- 
rency. Demos, tbe think-tank 
hired by Tony Blair to help re- 
brand first the Labour Parry and 
then Britaia, says Europe is 
more unpopular than ever, with 
just 46 per cent supporting 
membership, and more than 
half admitting they “feared” in- 
troduction of the euro. 

“There is no mystery,” its re- 
port claims. “Forty years of 
elitism are coming home to 


to exercise extreme caution be- 
fore trying to win over a hostile 
people to the single currency. 
“Tbe probable effect is a further 
erosion of the tenuous support 
tire EU holds” write the report's 
author, Mark Leonard. 

Last night Neil Kinnock, 
the Transport Commissioner, 
said proposals outlined in the 
report would promote under- 
standing. But privately some ELI 
officials dismissed British at- 
tempts to “rebrand Europe”. 
“This sounds like the view- 
point of newcomers. The Britfeh 
are waking up from a long 
night’s sleep on Europe”, said 
one official. 

Primary responsibility for 
conveying the EU to people is 
with governments, not Brussels, 
and none bad done more to vil- 


ify the image than the Brit&ta 
said another. Attitudes aim 
vary, with, for example, high ap- 
proval ratings in Ireland, while 
levels of ignorance are worst in 
Britain. "Only in Bri tain do we 
still find around 4 per cent 
who do not know their own 
country is an EU member- 
state” said Anna Mellich, in 
charge of opinion polls at tbe 
European Commission. 

Spyros Pappas, the commis- 
sion's director-general for com- 
munication, admitted the public 
were neglected in the early 
years but it was “unfair” to as- 
sume all citizens viewed tbe EU 
with the disdain fostered in 
Britain by the last government. 
He said 800,000 citizens a day 
call the EU site on the Internet 
But the report accuses those • 
charge of the EU of failing to 
forge a recognisable European 
“identity”. Only one in ten Eu- 
ropeans see farm incomes as im- 
portant, yet half the EU budget 
and a fifth of ministerial meet- 
ings are devoted to the Com- 
mon Agricultural Polity. 


Rent-a-mob’ behind benefit protests 


Tony Blair's official spo kesman 
last night dismissed as a rent- 
a -crowd the protesters who 
heckled Gordon Brown, David 
Blunkett and Harriet Har man 
at a series of welfare roadshows 
on threatened cuts in benefits 
to tbe disabled. 

Ms Harman last night re- 
inforced an assurance by the 
Prime Minister to tbe disabled 
who could not work that no- 


one in real need would be de- 
nied the support they needed. 

As the Secretary of State 
for Social Security prepared to 
face more protests in Mid- 
dlesbrough last night over 
possible welfare cuts. Down- 
ing Street said the protests 
were coming from Socialist 
Workers’ Party activists and 
not members of the Labour 
Party. 


“The same guys shouting 
in Sheffield were at Gor- 
don’s meeting in London. I 
don't know whether they can 
scrape together the bus fares 
to go to Middlesbrough 
tonight I think it's a case of 
‘bav® SWp poster, will trav- 
el’,” said a senior government 
source. 

— Colin Brown, 
Chief PoiitKoi Correspondent 
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. Vtadlfrtir Zhirinovsky 
wantedtofly to 
Bighdad. He got as far 
as Armenia, Charles 
■' Holmes, our man on the 
aircr^ reports. 


sky's away-day to 
I grounded half way 


W? unotBaghdad- Reaciiinp 

' . Hte taqi capital is the missioi? 

• . crf many ’Western journalists 
these, day? as stonn clouds 
gather amid the impasse be- 
tween Iraq and the United 
Nations. With diplomacy lum- 
: bering, the United States and 
Britain have threatened, an air 
"ifwa^pmash Sgriijam Hussein. 
•vC* 1 . -Th® regime has not al- 
‘ lowed many journalists to en- 
ter their country but the press 
. corps in Moscow saw a way. 


Russian ultra-nationalist 
leader Vladimir Zhirinovsky, a 
^“-proclaimed “good friend" 
or Saddam Hussein, planned to 
lead a “humanitarian mission™ 
to Baghdad with a rare airline 
flight into Baghdad’s infre- 
quently used airport All jour- 
na hsts, Russian and foreign, 
were welcome aboard, he said. 

On Sunday, 120 of us 
ploughed ihrough Moscow’s 
snow to the airport, lugging 
computers and satellite tele- 

nhriiue n«.«l is i . . 


< H )t unism that comes with a po- 
tentially momentous story. The 
airliner was to fly. non-stop 
from Moscow to Baghdad 
through the no-fly zone, en- 
forced by American and British 
fighter pilots to guarantee that 
Saddam Hussein's military no 


longer threatens his own peo- 
ple or his neighbours. 

Bui it was a no-fly zone of 
a -different land. The Zhiri- 
novsky flight remain grounded 
on Sunday for 14 hours in 
Moscow. Near midnight, we fi- 
nally took off to the inexplica- 
ble destination of Armenia. 
And the waiting continued yes- 
" terday in the Armenian capital 
of Yerevan, a place complete- 
ly irrelevant to Iraq except (hat 
it happens to be about halfway 
between Moscow and Baghdad 

Last night in Armenia, Mr 
Zhirinovsky announced that 
departure lo Baghdad could be 
imminent, later in the evening 
or today. 

Throughout the two-day ex- 
cursion, the notorious Mr 
Zhirinovsky, leader of the ultra-* 


right Liberal Democratic Par- 
ty of Russia and himself nick- 
named “Vlad the Mad”, sought 
permission lo fly through the 
airspace of Iran and Azerbai- 
jan. Both denied it. 

But the biggest refusal of all 
came from the UN, which ap- 
parently harboured doubts 
about his goodwill mission and 
has thus Car withheld permission 
for the flight into Iraqi airspace. 

Mr Zhirinovsky, accompa- 
nied on the plane by two dozen 
fellow MPs, laid the blame 
with the US, claiming that Rus- 
sia was being humiliated by 
'Washington. Last night, re- 
porters were facing perhaps a 
third day of Mr Zhirinovsky's 
bizarre odyssey, and contem- 
plating covering a new story: the 
political situation in Armenia. 


Iraqi ‘zombie gas’ arsenal revealed 


President Saddam_Husseinwas 
last night accused of stockpil- 
ing a new nerve gas called 
Agent 15, capable of paralysing 
victims into a zombie-Hke state. 
Intelligence sources have 
warned the allies prepa ring for 
an attack on his arsenal of 
weapons of mass destruction 
that Jraq has possessed the ca- 
pability to make large quanti- 
ties of Agent 15 since the 1980s. ' 
George Robertson, Secre- 
tary of Stale for Defence, told 
MPS: “ At the time of the 
Gulf war Iraq may have pos- 
sessed large quantities of a 


chemical war mental incapac- 
hant agent known as Agent l!" 
Immediate effects of exposure 
include weakness, dizziness, 
disorientation and loss of co-or- 
dination. Officials said large 
doses- could prove fatal, and 
could render victims into a 
zombie-like state. 

The decision by the allies to 
disclose details of the nerve 
agent is part of the bufld-up'of 
opposition to President Sad- 
dam, intended to bolster pub- 
lic opinion for the threatened 
military action by Britain and 
the US against Iraq. • 


The agent was not included 
in an inventory of suspected 
weapons issued last week by 
Robin Cook, Foreign Secretary. 
Analysts said Agent 15 would 
not be among the most potent 
weapons in the Iraqi armoury 
and Gulf veterans said they did 
not believe it had caused their 
illness. 

It tea glycolate compound, 
the type bf which has been test- 
ed by American forces as a pos- 
sible means of disorientating an 
enemy. The US tested such an 
agent, BZ, on troops and 
videoed them in a state of 


mental confusion, unable to 
even recognise their own 
friends. Glycolate agents can 
produce hallucinatory effects 
and throw an army into chaos. 

Their only suspected use 
was in Mozambique in 1992 
when government forces said 
they had been subjected to BZ 
by South African troops. But 
Alistair Hay, a chemical- 
weapons expert at Leeds Uni- 
versity, said troops wearing gas 
masks would be well-protected 
against glycolate. 

Colin Brown, Chief Political 
Correspondent, and Ian Burrell 


TURKS PUSH INTO KURD ISTAN WAR TOURISTS HEAD FOR IRAQ . 

Thousands of Turkish commandos backed by armour pushed Nor since the days when society lady Fanny Duberty rode her horse 

into Kurdish- held northern Iraq yesterday, witnesses *aid. The among the British ranks in the Crimea has war tourism been so pop- 

Turks said the soldiers Had gone to sec up. camps at Kurdish -towns ulan To the astonishment of the Foreign Office and the anger of MPs, 

for potential refugees from any conflict between Washington 'British holidaymakers are signing up for a £1350 tour of Baghdad, 

and Baghdad. - A London company Is offering a package which indudes a fcxir- 

The Defence MinisterJsmetSezgin, said the government had . wheel drive across the Iraqi border and a stay in the A1 Rax heed 
studied the possibility of a security zone in northern Iraq to pro- Hotel, where BBC reporter John Simpson watched a missile shoot 

..vent refugees flooding to Turkey’s border, “if there were such past his window at the start of the 1991 conflict. Phil Haines , the 
an operation it. would be on humanitarian grounds, to prevent holiday organiser, from Twickenham, said that a group of 12 tourists 

a repeat of the events of 1991.” A million Iraqi Kurds stamped- is due to embark on the trip over Easter. But with the Iraqi raprtal 

ed to Iran andTurkey after a fluted Kurdish uprising against Bagh- under, threat of imminent attack from American and Bnosh forces 

dad foflowki d» J99i Gulf war. That influx prompted the US-led in the Gulf, Ann Winterton, Conservative MP for Congferon, said 

. Western allies to carve out a “safe haven" m the north up keep ^ .. JJrio onejn their right mind" would go on such a inp. 

Kurdsiduc off. hacp 'government control. — Reutef^DyirfwfeL'. » »• "• - * ■ ’ 
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Hidden talents A masked dancer performing for Prince Chsules yesterday in ** ar “» 
Bhutan, during his four-day viat to the secluded rtmafayan.tdngdom Photo^apfui 


The Prince of mlesstep^d 

hack in time 

■ 3 s ssr ■ 

s'skst- 

over the centuries. 

The Prince, on the Snal 
leg of a three-nation Asian 

people allowed to vert the 
kingdom, winch bolder 

China and India. 

He is touring Buddhist 

monasteries, knownas 

time trekking rtjehflb. 

Ffew sig ns of fl* e 
century were to be seen as 
the royal entourage was dri- 
ven along a single-ttack 

road through ** h ® S | t ? ( J e 
Kyichu Tfemple, built 1,300 
years ago by a Buddhist 
Tibetan king- Here, the 
Prince stood before one of 
the holiest statues in 
Bhutan, depicting Buddha 
as a prince at the age of 
eight, and lit a candle. 

King ’Whngchndc, 42, in- 
herited the throne of 
Bhutan at 17. The King, 
prince Charles’s host on this 
trip, is not used to criticism, 
and a recent critical report 
by Amnesty International is 
unlikely to be raised during 
the Prince’s four-day visit 
According to Amnesty, 
political dissenters in the 
kingdom are tortured. Men 
are allegedly held naked in 

freezing temperatures, pub- 
licly flogged and beaten with 
iron rods. 

Life in Bhutan is strictly 
regulated with an eye to 
keeping out Western influ- 
ences or modernisation. In 
the south of Bhutan a com- 
munity of Nepali refugees, 

who settled there 100 years 
ago, are rebelling. 

The United Front for 
Democracy in Bhutan bas 
written to the Prince urging 
him to advise the King to in- 
. stitute democratic reforms. 
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Vatican bows to pressure over opening wartime archives 


Lord Ja finer succeeded 
yesterday in persuading 
the Vatican to open 
some of its wartime 
archives. Marcus Tanner 
says the move will 
defuse a growing row 
over whether the 
Catholic church dirtied 
its hands with the Nazis’ 
plundered loot. 


Nazi gold campaigners bat- 
tling to prize open the Vatican’s 
secret wartime archives scored 
an unexpected victory yester- 


day, after papal officiate offered 
to hand over 12 volumes to the 
scrutiny of the Holocaust Ed- 
ucational Trust. 

The breakthrough followed 
the arrival in Rome of a dele- 
gation led by Lord Janner, the 
trust’s chairman, and the former 
Tory minister Lord Hunt, chair- 
man of the Inter-I^riiamentaiy - 
Council against Anti-S emitism 
After his successful meeting 
with Archbishop Tauran, Un- 
der-Secretary of State for the 
Holy See, Lord Janner said; 
“We have taken the first firm 
steps towards tracing the truth.” 
The former Labour MP 
added: “He [the archbishop] 


undertook to provide 12 vol- 
umes of documents researched 
some 26 years ago and said 
when be had analysed them we 
should come bade to them and 
they would look further.' 7 

Until now, the Vatican has 
steadfastly refused to grant out- 
siders access to its archives, 
which are bound by a 100-year 
secrecy rule. The church au- 
thorities insisted they had locked 
at the papers and there was noth- 
ing to confess. They said the 
archives also contained spiritu- 
al information which it would be 
quite inappropriate to release. 

However, the church has 
been shaken in recent months 


by a furore that shows no signs 
of disappearing over allegations 
that it helped in the disposal of 
treasures looted by the Nazis. 

Speaking before his meeting 
Lord Janner told Radio 4’s To- 
day programme that it was quite 
unacceptable fora “great moral 
centre of the world 77 such as the 
Catholic church not to open up 
its archives. People deserved to 
know “whether the allegations 
that the gypsies are making, that 
their plundered wealth is in the 
\fetican, are true or not," be said. 
“We are certain there were deal- 
ings between the \btican, the 
Holy See at that time, with the 
Nazi authorities.” 


Lord Janner’s coup is the 
first solid fruit in a campaign 
which has been growing since 
the end of last year. In No- 
vember, just before the Nazi 
Gold conference opened in 
London recently discovered 
documents were published in 
the United States which sug- 
gested the Vatican had kept 
tons of Holocaust gold on be- 
half the Nazi puppet regime in 
Croatia. Croat fascists, known 
as Ustasbe, governed the coun- 
try from 1941 until their defeat 
at the hands of Tho’s Com- 
munists in 1945. 

The Simon Wiesenthal Cen- 
tre, which spearheads the in- 


ternational hunt for Nazi war 

I I in I ? n a fe , ftiw» calle d Oil the Holy 
See to open its archives and dis- 
pel rumours about the church’s 
role in hiding gold looted by the 
Ustasbe from their Jewish, Serb 
and Romany victims. 

Hie centre claimed that this 
boarded money was used to fi- 
nance the so-called “rat runs”, 
by which Croatian fascists, in- 
cluding the Ustashe leader 
Ante Pavelic, were spirited out 
of Europe to Argentina and 
other Latin American states un- 
der Red Cross passports. 

At the London conference 
the Yfefican at first said it would 
not attend at all. though ft * at “ 


er consented to send two ob- 
servers. These obseivers were 

not empowered to speak. But 
widespread calls at the confer- 
ence for the Vatican to open its 
files dearly increased pressure 
on the church to override the 
century-long secrecy rule. 

At a time when the church 
is particularly anxious to clear 
its conscience over its role in fo- 
menting anti-Semitism in the 
run-up to the nullennium, the 
Vatican dearly did not want to 
become embroiled in the same 
frind of controversy that has 
erupted over Switzerland’s 
record in relation to gold con- Lord 

SSlfrumJewsby^Nazis. towards traang the truth 



Scouts from land of the free 
queue up to sign Cuban exile 


At the end of last year 
Orlando Hernandez 
escaped to the Bahamas 
from Cuba by raft. Phil 
Davison , Latin America 
Correspondent, tells 
why he may now 
become a multi- 
millionaire while many 
of his friends on the raft 
will be struggling in 
dead-end jobs. 

Pitching baseballs for the 
Cuban national team, Orlan- 
do Hernandez earned only £3 
a week. Bui he was the best on 
the island, placing him among 
the top pitchers in the world, 
so everyone called him el 
Duque (the Duke). 

Then he got blacklisted by 
Fidel Castro after his half- 
brother defected. So Hernan- 
dez got on a leaky raft last 
December and rowed from the 
bland. Yesterday, he gpt his first 
chance to show what most be- 
lieve- that he will soon be earn- 
ing several million a year in the 
US Major Leagues. But not 
everyone will be happy for him. 

Dozens of scouts, mostly 
from US Major League teams, 
showed up at the stadium in 
San Jose, Costa Rica, to watch 


the Duke throw a fastball for 
the first time “on free soil". It 
was only an exhibition game 
but rarely was one man’s arm 
so intensely observed. Is ft, as 
many predict, worth several 
million a year? If so, there wiQ 
be many who begrudge him his 
success. His special treatment 
by the US has upset many 
Cuban exiles. 

The Duke hit the headlines 
soon after his half-brother. Li- 
ven Hernandez, who defected 
from Cuba in 1995 and signed 
up for the Florida Marlins for 
an estimated £4m, won the 
game’s highest award last year, 
the World Series, and the title 
Most "Valuable Player. 

Livan told newsmen that his 
half-brother was an even bet- 
ter pitcher. When Orlando and 
seven friends finally arrived in 
the Bahamas after a 10-hour 
overnight raft ride, one of Hon- 
da's top agents. Cuban- Amer- 
ican Joe Cubas was waiting. 

Withfrasebafl fans still talk- 
ing about Livan’s rags- to- riches 
tale, the US State Depart- 
ment quickly granted visas to 
the Duke, his partner Noris 
Bosh and his catcher Alberto 
Hernandez (no relation). The 
other five rafters would have 
to remain in a Bahamian de- 
tention centre until being re- 
turned to Cuba, it ruled. 


The US reasoning was that 
the two baseball players rep- 
resented cases ‘‘of special pub- 
lic benefit" while Ms Bosch’s 
acceptance would be “hu- 
manitarian". No one doubted 
that a big baseball contract had 
influenced Washington. 

Many Cuban-Americans 
were furious at the discrimi- 
nation a gains t the other five 
rafters, not to mention hun- 
dreds of others sent back to 
Cuba over the last two years. 

Apparently heeding the 
criticism, the Dube declined his 
US visa, saying he wanted 
equal treatment for his seven 
fellow-rafters. Instead, with 
special permission from the 
Bahamas, all left together for 
Costa Rica last month. 

A fine gesture by the Duke. 
As ft happens, by going to Cos- 
ta Rica he avoided the US 
baseball draft, a system which 
would assign him a specific 
team, and won the chance to 
negotiate with all the big boys. 

And so yesterday, the Duke 
and his catcher strutted then- 
stuff. But not all their fellow 
rafters showed up. While the 
baseball players will eventual- 
ly earn millions, the others 
were yesterday looking for 
menial jobs. And the word was 
not yet in on the value of that 
arm. 



Rags to riches: Orlando Hernandez practises in Costa Rica, where he exhibited his pitching skills for Major League scouts Photograph: Reuters 
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Lewinsky called to 
testify in court 


Monica Lewinsky, the former 
White House trainee alleged to 
have had an affair with Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton and Lied about 
it, has been summoned to tes- 
tify in court on Thursday, it was 
reported yesterday. Her lawyer, 
William Ginsburg, was expect- 
ed to contest the order. 

He insists that she be grant- 
ed immunity from prosecution 
before testifying. Sbe has ademed 
under oath having a sexual re- 
lationship with the President 
and could be charged with per- 
jury if she now admits an affair. 

Mr Ginsburg believed that 
Kenneth Starr, the independent 


prosecutor overseeing the in- 
vestigation, had agreed to grant 
his client immuni ty and says he 
has signed letters to that effect. 

Mr Starr is reported to have 
set additional conditions, in- 
cluding a face-to-face interview 
with Ms Lewinsky and perhaps 
a lie detector test, before final- 
ising the offer of immunity. Mr 
Ginsburg is preparing to go to 
court to enforce the offer. Ms 
Lewinsky is being required to 
give evidence in the inquiry into 
allegations that she and the 
President had an affair and 
that he induced her to deny it 
— Mary Dejevsky, Washington 
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Attack on Shevardnadze 

An explosive device was detonated near the residence of Geor- 
gian President Eduard Shevardnadze in Tbilisi last night, in- 
juring several people. The president was unharmed. 

A presidential spokesman called the incident an assassi- 
nation attempt. It was the second apparent to kill Mr She- 
vardnadze, who once served as a Soviet foreign minister before 
Georgia gained independence. — AP, TbSsf 


Bosnian Serb protest 

Hundreds of Bosnian Serbs protested a gains t the recent ar- 
rest of a Serb accused of killing the Bosnian deputy prime 
minister in 1993. About 700 people blocked a Sarajevo road 
demanding the man’s release. Last Friday, police from the 
Muslim -Croat federation arrested Goran Vasfc, suspected of 
killing Bosiian deputy prime minister Hakija Turajlk in January 
1993- — AP, Sarajevo 

France to ban pitbulls 

France said yesterday it planned to outlaw the import and 
sale of pitbulls due to mounting public concern over the safe- 
ty of rearing them as pets. The ban is part of a broader Bill 
expected to protect domestic pets and restrict potentially dan- 
gerous animals. — Reuters, Paris 

Quake toll at least 3,800 

Afgh a n officials said they had buried more than 3,800 peo- 
ple killed in an earthquake that ravaged a remote northern 
area of Afghanistan last week, but many bodies still lay un- 
recqvered. Bad weather continued to hamper relief efforts, 
with only a small aircraft from the International Red Cross 
and a plane load of blankets from Pakistan landing more than 
two hours drive from the quake site. — Reuters. Dasftteknlo 

Clashes in Sierra Leone 

The gunfire that has killed at least 16 in Freetown, Sier- 
ra Leone capital, for four days fell silent yesterday but 
a radio station warned that renewed fighting could be 
imnuneut. Nigenan-led West African peace-kSpers have 
been advancing toward the city since Thursday, accord- 
ing a radio station loyal to the ousted government of Pres- 
ident Ahmed Tejan Kabbah. _ AP, Freetown 
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Forgotten 

victims of war 
in Sri Lanka 


Pfeter Popham reports from 
Sri 1 Lanka on the 
desperate plight of the 
hundreds of thousands of 
ordinary Tamils affected 
by the war in the north. 

With no end to Sri Lanka’s 15- 
year long civil war io prospect, 
the plight of the nation’s one 
million internal refugees is 
turning into a humanitarian 
• catastrophe. 

Fleeing from the ferocious 
.battles along the road that 
leads to the northern city of 
Jaffna* hundreds of thousands 
of displaced Tamils are li ving in 
improvised shelters without 
electricity, running water or 
sanitation, dependent on rations 
dispatched from the South. 

The Colombo government 
deputes the claimed size of the 
population of V fonni, the north- 
ern region, and only sends ra- 
dons for half that number. The 
result, according to a Christian 
Aid worker who recently 
returned to Colombo, is mal- 
nutrition on a scale unprece- 
dented in Sri Lanka's history. 

A recent survey of 16,000 
children, found that only a 
quarter were properly nour- 
ished. More than a third were 
suffering from third-degree 
malnutrition, the level beyond 
which children exhibit distend- 
ed stomachs and skinny frames. 
Anecdotal evidence suggests 
that small numbers of people 
have already died of starvation. 

Malnutrition exacerbates 
the region's health crisis. Much 
of V anni is dense jungle, and 
where the refugees have cut 
down trees to make shelters, 
malaria is now raging out of 
control. In the Mullaitivu dis- 
trict on the north-east coast, 
nearly 340,000 people were 
treated 'for clinical malaria in 
1997, amounting to half of all 
outpatients seen. The Christian 
Aid worker said: ‘'Every other 
person one meets in 'N&nni has 
contracted malaria at least 
twice. It is normal to meet 


people who have had malaria 
seven to nine times since they 
were displaced to Vanni." 

The epidemic results in a 
breakdown of resistance to oth- 
er diseases long banished from 
Sri Lanka, such as Lubcrculosis 
and typhoid, which have again 
become common. 

This crisis is made worse by 
the government’s embargo on 
medicines. Along with the ra- 
tioning of food and other 
goods, the government has, 
since 1995, imposed tight con- 
trols on the shipping of medi- 
cines to the North. Even such 
basic medicines as aspirin and 
antibiotics are in short supply. 

If images of northern Sri 
Lanka's internal refugee crisis 
were to reach the outside world, 
there would be an internation- 
al outcry. But since the re- 
sumption of hostilities in April 

1995, the government has en- 
forced a strict blackout of in- 
dependent coverage of the war. 

Talking to people recently 
returned from the region, it be- 
comes clear why. it is because 
the Government's writ runs no 
further than the areas which it 
has under direct military con- 
trol. The far northern town of 
Kfliuoehchi, for example, which 
has been fiercely contested this 
week with up to 300 deaths on 
both sides, was formerly home 
to some 50,000 Tamils. When 
the battle for the town began in 

1996. the entire population 
□ed into the countryside. 

This is in a sense a black-and- 
white struggle: where the gov- 
ernment in, the population 
- 100 per cent Tamil - flees. The 
only exception is Jaffa a, where 
half the 450,000 population has 
returned since the government 
retook the city in November 
1995. 

The government's plan to re- 
build the historic Tamil Library 
there has begun the work of cre- 
ating trust, as have the local elec- 
tions held last month. But 
elsewhere the task of persuad- 
ing the North's Tamils that they 
bdlohg not to Eelam but to 'Lian- 
ka, has yet to begin. 



far Berlin from tomorrow 


until 22 February Photograph: AP 


Signs of the time: A man looks at a poster gallery promoting The Berfirtale*, the 48th International Film Festival, which runs 

Kohl fights to restore confidence after call to delay Emu 


At the weekend I5S 
German economics 
professors signed a 
letter demanding that 
economic and monetary 
union within the EU be 
postponed. Yesterday, 
writes /mne Karnes in 
Bonn, the government 
fought back. 


Senior members of the Ger- 
man government fought to re- 
store confidence in the euro 
yesterday, fallowing air un- 
precedented assault on mon- 


etary union by an influential 
group of academics. “A Euro- 
pean stability culture has been 
achieved; time is ripe for the 
start of monetary union," 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
thundered. The new currency, 
in case anyone was wondering, 
was “in Germany’s interest". 

Mr Kohl was responding to 
calls at the weekend by 155 
economics professors that 
Emu should be delayed. In a 
letter sent to the Financial 
Junes and the FrankfurterAll- 
ganeine Zoning, the academics 
had demanded an “orderly 
postponement” of Emu. 
beyond its official launch date 


next January. 

The professors, drawn 
mostly from the top universi- 
ties of Germany, say they have 
no quarrel with the project 
itself, only with its timing. In 
their view, the countries 
applying to join Emu have 
not done enough to consoli- 
date their finances. The two 
biggest potential members, 
France and Germany, are lam- 
basted for being unprepared 
“to cope with the more rapid 
structural change and suffer 
competition in a monetary 
union”. 

“Nonsense," countered the 
government chorus. Theo 


Waigel. the Finance Minister, 
was wheeled ont to reassure 
Germans that, against all ex- 
pectations, his budget last year 

had not strayed from the 
straight and narrow of the 
Maastricht criteria. 

Klaus KinkeL the Foreign 
Minis i ex. followed the hymn 
sheet with religious devotion. 
“I am as sure that [Emu] will 
be launched as I am of hear- 
ing ‘amen’ in the church," he 
affirmed. Otherwise, “the ex- 
change rate of the Mark would 
soar, our exports would col- 
lapse, the economic upturn 
would be choked off and jobs 
would be endangered.” * 


It is not only government 
officials who equate the aca- 
demics with horsemen of the 
apocalypse. “The professors 
are playing with at the 
petrol station,” said Noibert 
Whiter, chief economist of 
Deutsche Bank. 

“This manifesto wiU add to 
unease among the population. 
Together with the rising 
unemployment, it may be an 
explosive combination.” 

Professor Whiter, like his 
colleagues at other leading 
institutions and the Bundes- 
bank, did not sign the letter. He 
feels that the authors of the 
manifesto are “out of touch 


with the interaction of eco- 
nomics and politics". “They 
don’t realise that the nations 
of Europe would be at each 
other's throats if the euro 

were delayed.” 

For the , moment, the 
prospects of a delay are re- 
garded as rather slim. The fi- 
nancial markets kept their 
cool yesterday, but are watch- 
ing events closely. 

An erroneous report at the 
weekend that four other pro- 
fessor had made progress 
with their legal action against 
the euro in Germany’s highest 
court had already sent a shiv- 
er through Frankfurt. 


China’s police round up dissidents 
after arrest of US-based activist 


Chinese police have started to 
round up dissidents who have 
bad contact with Wang Bingz- 
hang. the US-based Chinese 
pro-democracy campaigner 
who entered China last month 

under an assumed name, as part 

of a plan to ■set up an opposi- 
tion organisation. 

In Shanghai, one activist 

was detained yesterday and an- 
other is believed to have been 
in police custody since Sunday. 

Mr -Wang and another main- 
land dissident were arrested 
on Friday in central Anhui 
province. Mr Wang left China 
almost 20 years ago, but last 
month managed to sneak back 
in from. Portugese-hddMacau. 

Mr Wang may have thought 
he could outwit China’s state se- 
curity apparatus, which is on a 
permanent state of high alert 
and keeps even low-level polit- 
ical activists under survefflance. 
It is likdy the police were aware 
quite quickly that 50 -year-old 
Mr Wang had entered China, 
but waited to see whom he con- 
tacted. ••■...■ 

Dissident groups outside 



“ — 

Held; Wang Bingzhang, the activist who eirtered China 
from the US last month under an assumed name 


China yesterday said they ex- 
pected more arrests. 

Mr Wang appears to have 
residency status fa the US, but 
not American citizenship. The 
US embassy in Peking yesterday 
said it was seeking information 
on Mr Wang’s status and de- 
tention. 

Any moves to form groups in 


China, either by political or 
union activists, are swiftly snuffed 
out by China's stale security, de- 
spite Peking's protestations that 
the country is politically stable. 
It is unthinkable that a meeting 
of the planned organisation, to 
be called the Justice Party, could 
have taken place without state 
security knowing about it. Chi- 


na’s leaders know that soaring 
unemployment probably makes 
the soda! environment fertile for 
sowing the seeds of political dis- 
content. Millions of state enter- 
prise workers, particularly fa the 
north-east, are losing their jobs 
and finding that the old Com- 
munist social welfare system has 
disappeared. 

In recent years, demonstra- 
tions by redundant workers 
have been treated relatively le- 
niently, but any moves by ac- 
tivists to set up independent 
trade unions or workers groups 
have been crushed. 

Mr Wang left China in 1978 
to attend medical school fa 
Canada. In the early Eighties he 
moved to the US where he start- 
ed to publish a magazine called 
China Spring and formed a 
group for exiled Chinese dissi- 
dents. The two men who have 
now disappeared fa Shanghai 
are Yang Oinheng. 44, who has 
already served five years in jail 
or labour camp, and Zhang Ru- 
j iian, who spent two-and-a-half 

years fa prison. 

Teresa Foofe, Peking 
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Chirac damns Corsica’s killers 


President Jacques Chirac yes- 
terday blamed a murderous 
cocktail of organised crime and 
political extremism for the as- 
sassination of the French Gov- 
ernment’s most senior official 
in Corsica last week. . 

Investigators believe that 
Claude Erignac, the island’s 
Prefect, may have been target- 
ed because of his stand against 
crime and corruption in Corsi- 
ca, rather than as a political 
symbol of the French state. . 

Mr Chirac, speaking at a 
memorial ceremony fa Ajaccio, 

declared the assassins to be “en- 
emies of the Republic" who 
would be ruthlessly hunted 
down. He said the murder of 

Mr Erignac, the most senior vic- 
tim to date of Corsica’s 24-year 
old dvil conflict, flowed from a 
mixture of “murderous folly, 
worst-case politics and a Mafia- 


like drift" fa the island’s splin- 
tered independence movement. 

Several other French politi- 
cians in recent days have broken 
avirtndtabcxiondisaissingthe 
alleged links between separatist 
factions and the island’s clannish 

organised crime groups. 

Mr Frignac had token two de- 
risfrns which mig ht. according to 
the police, have made h i m a tar- 
get. He intervened to prevent the 
sale of an old fort in Bonifacio 
to a buyer who wanted to con- 
vert it into a hotel and casino. He 
. also opposed an increase in the 
□umber of slot-machines in the 
casino in Ajaccio. 

Police arrested 12 people 
yesterday fa raids on suspected 
extremist hide-outs. TWo young 
men of Moroccan origin, ar- 
rested soon after the murder on 

Friday night, are stzB in custody. 

John Lichfield, Paris 
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Fires pose threat 
to the jungle 
animals of Borneo 


Borneo's forest fires are wreaking 
havoc on the local wildlife, our 
correspondent in the Kutai 
National Park says the blazes 
threaten to turn the jungle into 
an ecological desert. 

When it comes to the local wildlife, Bak 
Poniman is anything but sentimental, 
though even he becomes a little pensive 
when you ask him about the orang utans. 
“They got on my nerves because they used 
to eat the plants,** he says, pointing up at 
a cocoa tree in his small plantation, “but 
now that they’re gone, it’s not the same ... 
In the morning, you could hear them call- 
ing and playing together, and they' would 
come with their babies and teach them 
to climb around the small trees on the 
plantation. 

“Some of them weren’t afraid of 
humans - you could almost touch them. But 


BY RICHARD 
LLOYD PARRY 

I haven't seen or heard [hem fora month, 
and 1 feel very sad.” 

Twenty feet above his head among the 
branches of the cocoa trees is a rough nest 
of sticks which, until the beginning of Jan- 
uary. was the daily haunt of a family of Bor- 
neo's most famous and best loved ape. 
G early visible on the nest hillside a few miles 
beyond is the reason why the nest has been 
deserted - columns of grey smoke rising 
from the brush and forest fires which are 
burning all along this stretch of road in the 
Indonesian province of East Kalimantan . 

“We used to gel hombills and parrots 
here,” says Poniman. “and normally at this 
time of year you .see cobras and other 
snakes. Bui they have all gone.** 

Of all the victims of the forest fires in 
Borneo, none have been hit so directly as 
the island's unique wildlife. Apart from the 
orang ulan, the Kutai National Park, on 
whose fringes Poniman fives, is home to gib- 
bons, long-tailed macaques, proboscis 
monkeys, sun bears and countless 
amphibians, bisects and birds. 

Many were already threatened by the 
steady incursion into their jungle habitat 
of hunters and farmers. But the forest fires. 


which began last summer and resumed in 
the new year after a brief respite, threat- 
en to accelerate the process dramatically. 
Apart from causing irreparable damage to 
the jungle's delicate ecosystem, they rep- 
resent a potential holocaust for some of the 
world’s most vulnerable species. 

“Only birth and the larger mammals ran 
escape from fires like these,” says Ron L3- 
ley of the World Wide Fund for Nature 
(WWF) in Jakarta. “Everything else gets 
burned to a crisp. We’ve put out insect traps 
in areas that have been burned and there's 
nothing, even in areas that went up IS or 
20 years ago. Once an area of primary for- 
est has gone, that's it. It’s not coming back.” 

“Population sizes are going to decrease 
and it's certainly going to have an impact 
on endangered species,” says a spokes- 
woman for the WWF in Samarinda, the 
capital of East Kalimantan. “It was bad 
enough last year, but this has the poten- 
tial to be the same again or worse.” 

In the Kutai National Park, home to 
about IS 00 orang utans, 1,500 of the park’s 
200.000 hectares are ablaze or burned out 
Rangers of the Forestry Protection and Nat- 
ural Preservation Department believe 
some of the apes must have died. The rest 
have fled into untouched primary forest in 
the centre of the park. Their concentration 
in one area puts pressure on its food re- 
sources. After last year's fires in the Thn- 
jung Putlog park in Central Kalimantan, 
the river margins became refugee camps 
of displaced apes. Those who wander into 
human settlements face the risk of being 
killed or captured for sale. 

The fires have indirect effects which will 
be felt long after the blaze is extinguished, 
as an internal WWF report, prepared by 
an scientists in its office in East Kaliman- 
tan and obtained by The Independent, 
points out. Trauma and starvation can cause 
females to miscarry or become infertile. 
Smoke haze reduces the temperature and 
the amount of sunlight, effecting plant 
growth and the abundance of forest food. 
The absence of birds, bats and insects makes 
it less likely that flowers and plants wiD be 
pollinated and that seeds will be dispersed. 
In several spots in Borneo underground peat 
has caught fire, destroying not just the jun- 
gle but the very soil in which it grows. 

“We are talking about hundreds of 
hectares reduced to biological desert,” says 
the author of the WWF report ‘‘Fire which 
destroy trees upstream, can cause soil to 
slip into rivers and even have an impact on 
coral reefc lens of kilometres away. Noth- 
ing like this works in isolation.” 



Orphan of the fire: A baby orang utan faces a bleak future as Its East Kalimantan forest home bums yet again. The fires 
are doing irreparable damage to the jungle's delicate eco-system Photograph: Tantyo Bangun 
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ach begins with the touowu g 
Ss 35 thick smoke which hung over 
uSSsi Asia in 1907, causing fatal 
ating accidents, and deaths from astb- 
c “Last year, hundreds of people died 

cause of haze. . ■ 

“The Ministry of Forestry was unhap- 
about it,” says a European participant 
detect T*ey didn’t like ,c admn 

w bad it was.” . 

Quite apart from their social andcoCH 
acal ramifications, the fires rekmdlmg 
^selves in Indonesian Borneo have fro® 
i beginning been a knotty poliucal prrtn 
n. Their causes are partly natural (the 
aught which has affected the enure re- 
in), and partly economic (the scramble 
r land by forestry, mining and plantation 
m ponies). But their duration and effects 
ve been made worse by the touchiness, 
rruption and inflexibility of the govern- 
; nt of President Su harto . 



: problem, which is pouieiy sci um m 
er by Ludwig Schindler, leader of the 
ion-run Integrated Forest Fire Man- 
ent project in East Kalimantan. “The 
; tiy of Forestry lacks sufficient au- 
ty and infrastructure to respond ef- 

■ - « f^rorl firn " hl> 


isters for environment and forestry re- 
sponded promptly, naming big timber and 
plantation companies as the culprits. Pres- 
ident Suharto himself reiterated a ban on 
forest burning, and 176 companies were 
named as violators. But according to wit- 
nesses in East Kalimantan province, sev- 
eral of these same companies are burning 
agnfn this year, without any obvious show 
of concern on the part of the authorities. 

So far the fires have had little effect on 


Java, the island where 60 per cent of In- 
donesians and all the influential ones, five. 
In fact, last year’s fires might have been al- 
most ignored if their smoke had not drift- 
ed over to Singapore and Malaysia. It was 
the anger and diplomatic pressure of these 
countries which forced Indonesia to address 
the problem, however ineffectively, and 
which may yet do again. 

— Richard Uoyd Parry, Samarinda 
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Spring is nearly here, and what better way to shake 
off the winter blues than a trip to Paris. Whether 
you want to shop, dine, night-club, go sightseeing or 
simply take your time and relax, Paris is the perfect 
destination. With our special Springtime in Paris 
offer, you can go for a fraction of the price you 
would normally pay. All things considered wouldn't 
you rather be in Paris. 

To make your booking simply call Drivelin'e direct on 01707 
222400. 

The offer is valid for travel between 16 Februaiy and 30 April 
(excl 9-14 April) 

THE OFFER 

The price includes a return standard class Eurostar ticket from 
London Waterloo International (or Ashford International in 
Kent) to Paris Gare du Nord and one eight sharing a 
twin/double room in one of five conveniently located hotels. 
For only £20 per person per night you can extend your stay to 
a two or three night break. Upgrade to a 3 star hotel from just 
£99 per person with extra nights from £27 per person per 
night. 

Weekend travel: For travel outward and/or return travel on a 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday add £20 per person. For all travel 
in April add £15 per person Child prices on request 



HOW TO BOOK 

Phone Driveline on 01707 222400 quot- 
ing The Independent /Eurosiar offer pro- 
motion. Please have ready your 1st and 
2nd choice of departure/ret um times and 
hotel accommodation. We recommend 
that you include a late morning depar- 
ture/eariy afternoon return os one of your 
choices. 

Payment can be made by Switch, 
Delta, Connect, Access or Visa. Travel 
insurance is available at a special price 
of £10pp. Bookings must be received by 
Driveline at least 5 working days in ad- 
vance of the requested date of travel. 
Within this period, where Driveline is 
able to accommodate yoilr request, a £10 
late booking fee will apply. All book- 
ings will be verified by confirmation in- 
voice and tickets are normally issued 
seven days prior to departure. If your de- 
parture date is within seven days. Drive- 
line Europe win contact you to make 
suitable arrangements. A binding con- 
tract between you and Driveline Europe 
Ltd will come into existence when you 
have verbally confirmed yonr payment 
details to Driveline. 


TIMES OF TRAVEL 

Choose from the following departure 

times: 

Ex London Waterloo International to 
Paris: 0508*, 0619* 0723*, 1157, 1253*, 
1357, 1523, 1623*, 1715, 1748, 1853*. 

Ex Paris to London Waterloo Interna- 
tional: 0637, 0716, 0813, 0910*, 101 9, 1 143, 
1219, 1304; 1519, 1607*, 1710*, 1819, 
1919*. 

Fewer services run Sat/Sun. *stops at Ash- 
ford, parking at Ashford £5 per day. 


ACCOMMODATION 
Campanile Montparnasse** 

Located on avenue du Maine and dose to 
Galeries Lafayette 

Campanile Bastille** 

Located in the centre of Paris, dose to the 
historic Marais Quarter 

Campanile ftalie-Gobelins** 

Situated on the left bank at Place d*italk with- 
in walking distance of the T-atin Quarter 

Clarlne Paris Alesia** 

Sooth of Moqtparaase near Rwte cTOrfeans 


Hotel Roi Rene* 


Close to the EioHe and Parc Monceau 
Hotel Peyris*** 

Ideally located in the heart of the opera area 

TheTrianonRive Gaudie***deluxe 

Prune location next to the Jardin du Lux- 
exn bou rg( fro m £105pp) 


TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

AU bootings are subject 10 availability. All ton'd 
must be completed by 3Q/W98. The offer is avail- 
able to readers aged IS years or over. You will re- 
quire a valid EC passport andanjrnecessaiy visas. 
Tickets for Eurostar train services are issued sub- 
ject to ibe conditions set out in Eurostar’s Condi- 
tions of carriage, copies of which are available on 
request. Readers should be aware that no c han ges 
or amendments are pemdned with this offer. Lost 
or stoten tickets are strictly non refundable. D*v 
parture/return dates are approximate and subject 
toebange. Enrostm check in doses 20 mmuies tu- 
tor* departure. This offer cannot be combined with 
any other offer. This offer is valid for a minimum 
of two adult s sharing a room. Paris tourist tax b 
appro*. 6FF per day. At ah rimes check your tick- 
ets and accommodation voucher carefully. In ac- 
conbmcc with the R*rfcag£ Travel, Pactagp Holidays 
and Package Tours regulation ( 1992), Driveline Eu- 
rope Lid operate a Clients "DuSec account where- 
by all moneys paid to them by diems win be held 
in a separate bank account until the contract has 
been fully performed ic. the return date as con- 
firmed by Driveline has passed. 
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hour 
can save 
life 
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Speed killed Diana, 
^Princess of Wales, but 
®from the moment of the 
impact in the Paris 
tpKtefP 355 * speed was the 
only thing likely to save 
her. Jeremy Lourance, Health 
Editor, on the crucial 
hour after a car crash. 


Just. over 100 vital minutes 
elapsed between the moment 
that the Princess’s body, unre- 
strained by a seat belt, was 
tossed crazily inside Dodi 
Fayed’s Mercedes and the mo- 
that her prone form was 
led into Pitie-Salpetriere 
hospital three miles away. 

The delay could have meant 
the difference between her 
death and some kind of con- 
tinuing, though probably griev- 
ously damaged, life, according 
to two US journalists, who 
claim to have provided the first 
comprehensive account of the 
crash that lolled her. 

A central daim of Death of 
a Princess: An Investigation , by 
Tom Sancton and Scott 
j Madeod of Time magazine is 
| that the apparent cause of the 
Princess's death, a tom pul- 
monary vein, might have been 
successfully repaired had she 
been got to hospital earlier. 
They quote a US heart surgeon, 
■^ohn Ochsner, retired head of 
®urgeiy at Ochsner clinic in 
New Orleans, who said that the 
pulmonary vein cannot have 
been seriously tom or she would 
have died immediately at the 
scene from loss of blood. The 
fact that she survived long 
enough to reach hospital sug- 
gests that the tear was minor. 
“With that lesion ifyou can get 
them in a hospital and oh a 
heart-lung machine early 
enough, you can save them. Bur 
time is of the essence,” Dr 
Ochsner said. 

The book alleges that there 
W 3 s a delay of an hour and 
three-quarters -before the 
Princess reached hospital, doe 
to the French practice of pro- 
viding as much expert care at 
the roac&de as possible. It is un- 
gear, however, how much of 
Hhat time was spent releasing her 
from the Mercedes in which she 
was trapped by one leg. Firemen 
eventually cut her free. 

The French emergency ser- 
vice, Samu, takes anaesthetists 
mid experts in resuscitation to 
the scene of an accident. 


sometimes by helicopter, and 
« highly regarded in Britain. 
Efforts would have been made 
to reduce the shock to the 
Princess’s body, caused by loss 
of blood and fluids, and im- 
. mobilise her for the journey to 
hospital in case of spinal in- 
jury. She was apparently giv- 
en a blood transfusion at the 
roadside. 

Dr Frederic Maiiliez, the 
emergency doctor who was first 
on the scene, said; “The phi- 
losophy here is to tiy to stabilise 
the patient as much as you can 
because travelling with this kind 
of status can be very dangerous 
for a patient. So we tiy to restore 
a little bh of blood pressure and 
some other thin gs before we 
start to drive.” 

In essence, this is little dif- 
ferent from the approach that 
would be taken in England. 
Altitudes to emergency care 
have changed in the last decade 
with a growing recognition that 
providing immediate help at the 
roadside can increase the 
chances of survival, for seriously 
injured patients over the old 
policy of “scoop and run” - 
picking accident victims off the 
roadside and rushing them to 
hospital. That has meant that 
most emergency ambulances 
in Britain now cany a para- 
medic specially trained in re- 
suscitation. But efforts at 
resuscitating or stabilising a 
patient have to be strictly lim- 
ited. The crucial proviso is that 
patients must still be got to hos- 
pital inside the so-called “gold- 
en hour". 

The “golden hour” is the 
tim e wi thin which medical or 
surgical intervention by a spe- 
cialist trauma team has the 
greatest chance of saving life. If 
more than 60 minutes has 
elapsed by the time the patient 
reaches the operating table, 
the chances of survival fall 
sharply. 

Dr Andrew Mason, 
spokesman for the British 
Association of Accident and 
Emergency Medicine and a 
consultant at Medway Hospital, 
Kent, said he tod confidence to 
the French system of emer- 
gency care but agreed it would 
be unusual for doctors to treat 
a patient at the scene of an ac- 
cident for as long as an hour and 

three-quarters. “If it is true, it 
does seem abit strange. We tell 
our ambulance crews to spend 
20 miDutes at the outside, 
stabilising or resuscitating 
patients at the scene. If they are 
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BEL LSI action is imperative if crash victims « ^ ^ 


not making an impression they 
should scoop and run." 

Reports that the ambulance 
carrying the Princess was or- 
dered to drive slowly to avoid 
worsening her condition and 
that braking and accelerating 
could be “bad for blood pres- 
sure” were also puzzling. Dr 
Mason said. If a spinal injury 
was suspected — a possibility in 
the Princess’s case - the am- 
bulance driver might be asked 
to proceed slowly, for fear of ag- 
gravating it. But where there is 
significant blood loss, speed is 
of the essence. 

Dr Mason said: “If someone 
is conscious and dying of loss of 
blood the best you can do is re- 
suscitate them at the scene and 
transfer them to a specialist 
trauma centre within the gold- 
en hour. The more you can 
lessen the surgical shock, 
caused by the loss of blood and 
fluids, the better. But you have 
only got a limited period - 60 
minutes - to reverse or stabilise 
the patient’s condition. If you 
miss that you have lost the 
patient." 

However, Dr Mason said the 


allegations in the book awaited 
confirmation and the exact de- 
tails of what happened were un- 
clear. “My information is that 
Samu is extremely good. If they 
were there. Princess Diana was 
getting the best treatment she 
could have got." 

Even if the Princess had got 
to hospital sooner the chances 
of saving her would have been 
slim, given the extent of ber in- 
juries. If the tear to her pul- 
monaiy vein had been minor it 
might have been possible to re- 
pair iL But it is highly unlikely 
that was the only place from 
which she was losing blood. 

Dr Tim Coats, a senior lec- 
turer m accident and emer- 
gency care at the Royal London 
Hospital, Whitechapel, said: 
“She would have been bleeding 
from many places internally 
and finding where she was 
bleeding from is a problem to 
itself. In this kind of severe in- 
cident, it is very difficult to spot 
because there are so many 
things happening." He added: 
“If someone’s heart is not beat- 
ing the primary concern of the 
doctor is to get it beating again. 


not su rgery. If yop can’t get the 
pulse back after fiw minutes the 
person is dead." 

In London and some Euro- 
pean and American cities, 
helicopter ambulances can 
speed the delivery of seriously 
injured road accident victims to 
hospital. There is little evi- 
dence that they improve 
survival, however. Studies in 
London have shown that a road 
ambulance with siren and blue 
light can reach the scene of most 
accidents as quickly as the he- 
licopter. The cost of maintain- 
ing the London helicopter 
ambulance, with its own heliport 


on the roof of the Royal Lon- 
don Hospital at Whitechapel, is 
equivalent to that of 13 road 
ambulances. 

At lam on a summer night 
in central Paris, a helicopter is 
unlikely to have improved 
Princess Diana’s chances of 
survival over a conventional 
ambulance. Given the ferocity 
of the crash and the extent of 
her injuries, only a mirade 
could have saved her. But there 
is here a collective longing to re- 
write history and there are 
plenty more theories that could 
be built around what might 
have been. 
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‘So, you don’t want a needle there? Why 
don’t I stick it in your Abundant Splendour?’ 



« 


DR PHIL 
HAMMOND 


“Dr Paul Ctonin took a week- 
end L couxse to acupuncture 

and was delighted to discov- 


ed two weeks to Peking, but be 
couldn’t get the time off so he 
made do with a British 
“taster" courtesy of “Aagh” or 
(wait for it) Active Acupunc- 
turists in General Practise 
and Hospitals. As Dr C. ob- 
served, possibly not for the 
first time, “Aagh might be 
what you expect to hear from 
a patient when you stick a 
three-inch needle in them. 
The lectures were “a little 
rushed and didn’t pretend to 


njafidne.” So prodaimsan ar- 
ide to GPmagazine, accom- 
janied by a stunning photo of 
■yr Oomn' all to beige and 
inned with . a stick of the 

n mmrm mugwort {Artemisia 

»- - ---v ~m*ictcjmnaren£lv fft” 


Chinese medicine to a week- 
end", but this was to allow 
plenty of needle time. “A large 
part of the problem is bavmg 
the confidence to thrust the 
needles through the skin, 
though it will probably seem 

easier with a patient thank- 
ing to needle oneself. You 
don’t say- 


nifed and used for monbus- 

tion A" the' Wanning of 
aaqjotoS to strengthen the 
Ixxfy's Qi to conditions char- 


anseow cpiUBTO — 

bocy. fascinating stuff but 
ouldift- help pondenng 
a weekend is enough 
leam ihe 7 lingo> master 
mugwort and suss out 
.Where, how and why 

inagico-religious needle 


ing; •• 

i>bejair, DrCronin want- 


The paitictpanis wu 

needle entry was usually pain- 
less, but the consequent re- 
newal of Qi (energy) ranged 

from numbness to throbbing 

to -something 
was quite hard to describe tot 
not too unpleasant. Andfor 
some who’d brought their 

aches and strains along wiffi 

them “the 

were instantaneous. How 
ever the biggest attraction for 
DrCwastotheM^ds^ 

SSKSSTS 

consRlted- ® 

Up unctui^tetoothaBRn 

me before 


reaching for his needles. And 
then the needles stayed to for 
a good 15 min utes. But Dr C 
has found that “the duration 
of the needling is relatively 
unimp ortant" and he’s now 
seeing off all those aches and 
sprains without reaching for 
the prescription pad. “One day 

I might delve deeper into tra- 
ditional Chinese medicine bit 
for now I am happy to use its 
discoveries without concern- 
ing myself with its theories. 

This struck, me as faintly 

odd, since no doctor woul d ad- 
mit to using the discoveries of 
Western medicine without at 
least a five-year medical de- 
gree and a bullshitter's ac- 
quaintance of the theories, but 
I know quite a few whoVe 
been on a weekend course of 

acupuncture and started using 

it the following Monday. 
When I was a senior house of- 
ficer, a fellow junior doctor 
came back from such a course 

with 10 packets of needles and 

a textbook, and bad the nerve 
to try it out to the Geriatric 
Day Unit with the book open 
on his lap- And for maximum 
placebo effect he used the 
traditional names of the 
acupuncture points rather 
than the numbers. “Tm just 
Hying to find your Encircling 
Glory, Mrs fimsbaw. What? 
You don’t want a needle 
there? Well how about I stick 
it to your Abundant Splen- 
dour?’’ . , ’ 

He was, of course, incred- 
ibly popular with elderly pa- 
tients starved of attention. 


conversation and touch. And 
one of the consultants was so 
impressed that he borrowed 
the textbook and got stuck to 
without even bothering with 
the course. This frightening- 
ly slapdash approach is a fair 
reflection of medical training 
overall. There are plenty of 
doctors who learned to do 
lumbar punctures or put to 
chest drains or take liver biop- 
sies with the.textbook open on 
their knees.’ Even today, sev- 
enty per cent of new opera- 
tions by junior doctors are 
done alone and unsupervised. 
Ifyou can do major surgery by 
the seat of your pants, 
acupuncture should be a dod- 
dle. 

And a money-saver. Bob, 
a GP friend, did a dash course 
to cope with his beartstok pa- 
tients. “You know, the really 
whingey ones in chronic pain 
who you can’t get rid of.” Ini- 
tial results were very success- 
ful “I loved the novelty value, 
they felt they were getting 
something spinal and I didn’t 
have to dish out the 
painkillers." 

So is he still doing it? “No. 
I thought I could sort them out 
with a few treatments, but they 
kept coming back again and 
again, and I just got fed up 
with prattling on about merid- 
ians and Qi when in my heart 
1 flunk it’s rubbish. I had to put 
on an act eveiy time andit got 
quite tiring. So now they’re all 
back to three months’ worth 
of Brufen and a pat on the 
back." 
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Triptych May-june 1973 by Francis Bacon 


Private collection. Switzerland 


Francis Bacon: the man who put the pain into painting? 


Oh-oh, it's that man aga/n. Mad 
Frankie^ back in town. But what, 
asks our Art- Critic, does he look 
like this time round? 


It’s nearly six years since Francis Bacon died, 
aged 82, with a good 50 years of painting 
behind him, and that might well be peri- 
od enough for views to settle. They haven’t 
at alL Bacon unquestionably remains a pres- 
ence, a figure and a force to be reckoned 
with, but estimates of his work, even pos- 
itive estimates, diverge radically - and, by 
way of re introduction, here’s the range, 
roughly. 

There’s the savage view (still probably the 
standard view), which sees in Bacon’s art an 
outcry of agony’ and a nausea of mortality, 
a terrible vision of the human state gener- 
ally. but with special reference to the 20 th 
century (the camps, the death of God). Or 
there’s the skittish view, a kind of irrever- 
ent take on the previous, which finds rather 
an expert flesh-creeper and monster-mak- 


er, a shock-horror merchant with a macabre 
sense of fun. Then there’s the social view, 
which stresses a much more urbane and var- 
ious talent, a virtuoso player and portrayer 
of metropolitan -boho life, a painter of wit 
and character. Finally there’s the sublime 
view, which praises the vitality, the grandeur, 
the exaltation of his art, its ul timate life-af- 
firmation in the face of torment, its triumph 
of the human spirit. Here Bacon becomes 
practically a candidate for a Nobel Prize. 

It’s hard to decide, and I’d like to. Ba- 
con is obviously a big deal. But whichever 
view you try out. the others seem to have 
truths that can’t be ignored. No doubt one 
could say the sheer range of possible re- 
sponses is itself a sign of Bacon’s greatness, 
or of his abiding power to unsettle. But that 
seems too easy a summary. Anyway, we now 
have the chance to look and think again. 

Francis Bacon - The Human Body is the 
rubric for the Hayward Gallery’s mini-ret- 
rospective. It sounds pretty inclusive -what 
else did he paint? - but actually the focus 
is tight. It means the full figure only. It leaves 


BY TOM LUBBOCK 


out not just his landscapes and animals, but 
also his many head-portraits. Corated by 
Bacon's foremost interpreter, David Syl- 
vester, the show has five triptychs and 18 
single paintings, from 1942 to 1986. It’s not 
a comprehensive showing but it’s enough: 
enough to bring the big unsettled questions 
of Bacon’s art jumping back to life. 

For instance, you still need to ask, in a 
literal-minded way, whether Bacon really 
does deal in images of stark violence, 
damage, torture, disgust and rebarbitive hor- 
ror. And you still have to ask, more ele- 
vatedly, if Bacon really is in the great 
tradition of flesh-painting, the last in the glo- 
rious line of Ti tian, Rubens, Rembrandt. 
\feldzqnez. But simply to state the issues sug- 
gests the peculiar Bacon-effect. Here’s a 
painter who seems to mix tonnent with high 
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spirits, and high art with low art, and how 
the mix works out is the crux. I can’t adju- 
dicate it: I can only throw out these mis- 
cellaneous and rather contrary thoughts. 

Start with a technical point One thing 
that’s strikes you, besides any horror, is the 
straight eye-teasing puzzle of these ecto- 
plasmic swerves of flesh, so physical yet so 
ungraspable. How’s it done? What’s going 
on exactly? 

There seem to be three elements (I don’t 
say they went down in this order). The first 
is a quite solid and dear depiction of a face 
or body, albeit often severely caricatured 
and fractured - something you could make 
a model of. The second: some very fugi- 
tive dissolves and fades, by which one part 
of the flesh melds and sucks into another 
part, while others suddenly vanish away or 
cut off into the void. You can see much of 
Bacon’s work in the Fifties as practising 
these shimmering lights and transparencies, 
which bring bodies out of thin air and flick 
them back again. (Look at the Nude Study 
from 1951.) Then the third element: brush 
swipes and blots and splashes, where the 
paint no longer depicts anything, is jost an 
energy, an attack, a twirL But, because these 
gestures of real paint take off from the ges- 
tures that mean flesh, the effect is of the 
flesh literally breaking or smearing the pic- 
ture's surface, becoming tangible. So the 
painting is in continuous transition: real 
paint - fugitive flesh - solid flesh, back and 
forth between them. 

The great painterty tradition? No, I don’t 
see it: rather, a brilliant impersonation or 
promise of painterliness. You approach a 
Bacon expecting rich rewards, but, at close 
quarters, the paint-work isn’t interesting. 


is often veiy crude; no touch. It’s only in- 
teresting for the image it coalesces into, its 
illusion of flesb-in-oction. The intimacy only 
works long distance. 

The cartoon aspect: long ago, John Berg- 
er acutely noticed Bacon's likeness to 
Walt Disney, his bounding lines and boun- 
cy curves. Indeed, this is part of his shock- 
ingness - the conventional invulnerability 
of the cartoon figure is violated On tire oth- 
er hand, the irrepressible vitality of Bacon's 
figures, their “triumph of the human spir- 
it”, may just lie in their resilient caitoon- 
ish ability to bounce back. 

Or put that in modem art terms: the 
question is whether Bacon's bodily ’‘dis- 
tortions ’ 7 should register as form-variations, 
or maybe energy-expressions - or as actu- 
al bodily harm. Do they give pain, or do 
they save the figures from pain? Henry 
lb nix’s delicate, realistic watercolours of 
the feces of WWI wounded are incredibly 
painfuL A fractured Cubist portrait is to- 
tally painless, couldn't represent physical 
pain if it wanted. What is Bacon? Cubism 
caraalised? 

Bacon has his figurative tics, anatomi- 
cal twists that become repetitive: so often 
that same orbital explosion around the eye, 
that arc that sweeps the cheek, the way file 
jaw swings out or die calf bulges, the dumpy 
feet But also he’s the most inventive 
shape-maker, his blobs are terrific: look at 
the Satanic shadow that spreads in the cen- 
tral panel of Triptych Mqv-June 1973, or the 
foefel lumpy thing on the right of Triptych 
- Studies from the Human Body 1970 (and 
if you look at the dark area where its face 
should be, you can catch, dimly, a perfectly 
realistic and sweet toddler’s face, as if it were 
floating inside). 

The flat backgrounds, those stage sets 
in which Bacon's bodies are isolated, axe 
in really gorgeous, sumptuous colour- 
schemes (the opulent juxtaposition of 
deep magenta and buff-grey in that 1973 


Triptych, say). The harmonies are superb 
-but the key is always, so to speak, C Major. 
One thing that draws us to Bacon’s pictures 
is that their dominant colours are so 
Straightforwardly attractive: great design, 
no pain' there. 

Would the bodies be so painful if they 
weren't coloured flesh-pink and blood-red? 

If, like Frank Auerbach’s, they were messed . 
about, felt multi-coloured? But then the re-*p r - 
curring combination is actuality red. pink 
and white, a strawberries-and-cream com- 
plexion, which can also be very tasty; or, 
in Three Figwvs in a Boom, 1963, the fig- 
ure sitting on the loo has a delicious 
peche-Melba mix: or sometimes it's red, 
white and blue, like a lambent tropical fish. 
Lovely stuff. 

The bjg triptych format is boring, a short- 
cut to equilibrium and grandeur. The 
props - the umbrellas, the cricket pads - 
which probably have only a formal moti- 
vation, can look very silly. 

Bacon often spoke of “illustration" as 
the thing to be avoided in figurative paint- 
ing, and was rightly sensitive to this word, 
because, if you imagine away all the mess- 
ing about, you’re left with a very facile and 
frankly cute illustrator, and in the later work 
this comes more and more to the fore. He 
needed the disruption. 


No good painting has taken Bacon a^> 
examnle this imitators are awful I: 


its example (his imitators are awful); the? 
only people his work has directly influenced 
in a profitable way are cartoonists and.il- 
lustratore - Scarfe, Steadman, Ian Pollock, 
H Giger’s designs for Alien, the monsters 
in graphic novels. 

So what’s the score between beauty, ter- 
ror, energy, brilliance, slickness, cruelty, in- 
vention, crudeness, gaiety, cuteness, good 
taste, silliness, chchd, a fantastic box of tricks 
and something ineradicabfy memorable? 
Hm... Maybe Til know next time round. 
To 5 April, Hayward Gallery, SBC, London 
SE1 (0171-9604242) 
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An exhibition of automata is by its very 
nature something of an oddity. There is 
more than a whiff of seaside arcade and 
eod-of-the-pier pointlessness to a group 
of fantasy machines with an apparent life 
of their own. What are they for? Do they 
operate as social comment or as satire? 
They can do, butsuretytheir primary task 
is to demonstrate man’s ingenuity. In 
other words, to remind us that we are 
makers: that to construct a mad machine 
is a definition of our precious human 
individuality. Tbe idea of Devious Devices, 
now ai ibe Croydon Oocktower, Is at once 
to entertain-and to inspire us to have a 
go ourselves. • 

Audience participation is the order of 
the day; you have to press switches or 
pump handles or trigger sensors to get a 
response from these devious devices. 
Some are funny, some instruct - ail are 
theatrical. The film-maker (and former 
Python) Terry Gilliam chose 18 objects 
that were somehow symbolic of the 20 th 
century: a car, a psychiatrist’s couch, a tele- 
vision, an electric guitar and so on. Eigh- 
teen artists were then asked to make an 
object in response to one of those sym- 
bols. Jim Bond, for instance, has made a 
creepy jukebox coffin-shrine to Jimi Hen- 
drix, enhaloed between two wing-flapping 
angels. Sokari Douglas Camp has fash- 
ioned from sheet metal a Freud (“looks 
like Lytton Strachey,” said someone in the 
crowd) revolving on a spit in synchrony 
with the naked torso of a white woman 
on an adjacent couch. Elsewhere is a gy- 
rating cine camera with ail-too-human 
characteristics. In a booth bang spare tails 
for Mickey Mouse. A rocket rapnilp opens 
to reveal someone doing the ironing. 

One question immediately poses itself: 
will these objects wear themselves out? 
Prolonged frenetic activity takes its tolL 




Ron Fuller^ Tooth Fairy 
Photograph: Emma Beam 


The problem with such machines is that 
they invariably go wrong: the sensor is not 
sensitive enough or the billiard balls get 
jammed in the helter-skelter. (This is 
probably a philosophical position arising 
from the automaton-maker’s desire to 
render utterly complex something usu- 
ally very simple.) And these things can 
be dangerous, though for most that only 
adds spice. The Geneticist by Jon Mills, 
all clashing scissors and cut-out hands on 
a surgical trolley, would happily go for 
the jugular if you got too close. Some, like 
this one, are ultra-modern; others, like 
Keith Ncwstead’s motorcycle, invoke 
classic Victoria na. Mock-pearl raindrops 
descend upon the rider, but thankfully he 
has a collapsible hood - the Total Pro- 


tection Raincover - to enclose him. 

At the heart of the exhibition is the 
largest automaton here. The Newstead- 
manaton Universe, standing more than 
nine feet tall. A brilliant collaboration be- 
tween Keith Newstead and Ralph Stead- 
man, it conjures up a terrifying milennial 
world of yarping animals and flatulent 
swamp, all flying creatures and erectile 
proboscises, aims and eyes and planets, 
veritable flowers of evil. 

Ron Fuller's Tooth Fairy comes clos- 
est to state-of-the-art Heath Robinson. 

It would do well as a cautionary tale in 
a dentist’s waiting-room: the sugar bng 
circles a gaping mouth, knocking down 
teeth like ninepins; then along comes the 
tooth fairy to stand them all up again, figi 
Would it were ever thus. • 

On the way out, pause at Tun Lewis’s 
untitled piece. It is a remarkable magi cal 
objecL A circle of tiny figures are made 
to march when the lights come on, andyou 

actually see them move, though logically 

you know they are solid and stiD static. How 

is « done? (It’s actually rather a grim sub - 
ject, reminiscent of Dorfi and Van Gogh’s 
conwets tramping the prison yard:) 
Throughout this exhibition the range 
ptappuach is wide. Its products divert- 
rng. The only thing that seems a trifle ar- 
bitrary is the choice of artists. Where, for 
“stance, is the work of the Gia^owhased 
Kasaan Eduard Bersudsky, master orean- 
jpin e r an d kuaemat-maker extraordinary. I 
,a Pse aside, the levels of ! 

craftsmanship, invention and eccentric- ! 

refreshingly high. They’re to be rel- A 
ahed- Not for the impatient or for those '7 . 
who cannot dream. ! . 

— Andrew Lambirth I 


ClocJaomr. Katharine 
Street. CR9 <0181-253 1030), then touring 
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s * 




m **d 

M*l 

I 

to < 




r. .> s. 


* 


^ . a 5eries on the state 

^marnage and the family 33 ^ 
approach the year 2000, Glenda 
Cooper looks at the wedding 
industry. 


PMPPa « a fixer. For a few hun- 

dr«l. pounds she win „„ out h - 

of a - Iron, 


Sj™ F r. A bui * prafcssional who can- 
not spare hours to pore over bridal gowns, 
or the Lamed young woman who has new- 
er organised more than a house parly. Mis 
Thomas will make sure that their big day 
goes without a snag. y 

She is one of a fast-growing new breed 
of professional - that of wedding organis- 
er - who is now an accepted part of the bis 
business of marriage. Vfcdding days are sut> 
posed to be the happiest days of our lives, 
but such happiness doesn't come cheap, aod 
any prospective bride and groom should ex- 
pect to take around 18 months to organ- 
ise it, should they opt to tackle the daunting 
task themselves. 

Despite the rising divorce rate and 
growth in the number of single parents, most 
people still dream of a permanent part- 
nership and want to celebrate in style. The 
venue, the reception, the dothes, the guests 
-it all needs organising, and for those who 

succeed, it can be successful -but at a price. 

For the 322,000 couples who will get 
married every year, they wfll have to 
spend, on average, more than £12^00 - 
which means that as a nation we spend at 
least £4,025,000,000 on getting hitched every 
year. With that amount of money being 
spent, the wedding business has become one 
of the most lucrative sectors of the econ- 
omy. Hotels, caterers, photographers, sta- 
tioners, travel agents (8 per cent of 
weddings now take place abroad and agents 
now have specific wedding services), the 
florists; the car hire and the personalised 
napkin maker aQ depend on weddings. For 
£12 yon can even buy your own lucky sil- 
ver sixpence to put in the bridal shoe. 

“There is a huge industry ” says Carol 
Hamilton, editor of You & Your Wedding. 
“There is a very specific bridal market - 
there are 16,000 wedding dress shops 
alone. And if people stopped getting mar- 
ried then hotels and catering business would 
receive a huge shock. It's an enormous part 
of their business. You'll And most places 
are booked up every Saturday for four to 
fivemonthsayearmadvaix^forweddix^s. 
And at £5,500 for a reception it's very im- 
portant to the trade.” 

“We’re seeing the amount of money we 
spend on weddings go up again,” says Gnis 
Painty, editor of Wedding and Home. “We 
find that people are still wanting big tra- 
ditional weddings. 



Happiness at a price: The average wedding cost is said now to exceed £12*500 and many couples feel the need for an organiser 


“Most people are gening married lat- 
er and can afford to spend more money, 
yet most girls have never done more than 
organise a parly in their life. You become 
very reliant on experts who can tell you 
things snch as how many bottles of cham- 
pagne to buy.’* says Ms Hamilton. 

“Wbmen may also live hundreds of miles 
from their families, which is one problem." 
agrees Mrs Thomas. “Organising a wedding 
can take hours and hours of work. And peo- 
ple tend to get raanied when they are much 
further up the career ladder. The/re used 
to buying in sendees for many other parts 
of their life, so why not buy a service here." 

The recent liberalisation of the law 
which means that couples can now get mar- 
ried in hotels or stately homes with spe- 
cial licences has became enormously 
popular. There are 1,600 of these, per- 
forming more and more weddings, and 
picking the one that suits a particular cou- 
ple most is where people like Mrs Thomas 
are the most help. 

While wedding organisms have been 
common in society weddings for years, the 
last decade has seen a growth in smaller 
businesses. “They tend to be people doing 
icon a snail scale. Most of them are women 
working from home with kids. They are not 


actually that expensive, what they charge 
is in the hundreds rather than the thousands 
and the work they do ranges from finding 
a suitable venue 10 organising the whole 
works," adds Ms Hamilton. 

Mrs Thomas, who works with one as- 


otherwise it will all go haywire. By the end 
of it they see me as part of the family." 

At the first meeting between her and the 
happy couple, she says, “they usually have 
some ideas, such as ihe area in which ihey 
want to get married, whether they want a 


‘One of my clients wanted a stately home and 
for it to appear as if it were their own. We even 
put photographs of them on the tables’ 


sis tact, says she offers a personalised ser- 
vice. (Sbe is married herself but didn't have 
any say in her wedding “My mother did it 
all - that’s how it happened in those days.”) 
Sbe started out in corporate entertainment 
but then derided to concentrate on wed- 
dings because sbe found it more creative 
and more rewarding. 

“The couples and L we get to know each 
other from the months before the wedding 
right up to the wedding day," she says. “It’s 
essential if the service is to work properly. 


stately home or a hotel. HI come back with 
a budget. 

How it proceeds from there is up to the 
couple: “There arc all sorts of variables and 
we will have a succession of meetings. Some 
couples arc very -definite and know exact- 
ly what they want and leave me to get on 
with iL Some brides arc terribly indecisive 
and that can push the time we spend up 
considerably. Sometimes the couples don’t 
agree and iL can be difficult to satisfy 1 both 
of them. 


“I'll often. go to the dress rehearsal as 
people are often ignorant of what actual- 
Jy goes on, so that 1 can tell everyone what 
to do on the big day, where to stand and 
where to walk, what the bridesmaids do." 

The most popular weddings today are 
themed weddings- “For example, if the wed- 
ding is taking place in a medieval stately 
home then the bride may want medieval 
style embroidery on her dress," says Chris 
Prunty. Such ideas may result in amazing 
details. 

“One of my diems wanted a stately home 
for a whole weekend and for it to appear 
as if it were their own," says Mrs Thomas. 
“They wanted to use all the facilities of the 
estate so we had to make sore there were 
billiards and guests were able to ride. They 
even wanted cars - Ferraris - hired for the 
weekend, they received their guests in all 
this rural luxury and we even put pho- 
tographs of them on the tables mooed in with 
the family that actually owned the place.” 

“What people always say they want is 
that they want their wedding to be differ- 
ent - they don't want it to be the same as 
the last three weddings they’ve been to," 
says Chris Prunty. “They want it to be spe- 
cial and so this is the sort of thing that 
makes people spend money on personalised 


by the bride and groom, whereas the 
bride's father only coughs up in 30 per cent 
of cases. The rest of us share the cost be- 
tween everyone. 

“People are quite sensible about this. 
They don’t think they can shove it all on 
their Access card. They will save for quite 
a long tune. But they do want to spend a 
lot of money because it is a big occasion- 
al e/re making the most important deri- 
sion of their life," says Ms Prunty. 

And if the day does go horribly wrong? 
The other growth area is wedding insur- 
ance. The only thing it doesn’t cover is dis- 
inclination to many. For the groom jilted 
at the altar, there is no comepensation. pe- 
cuniary or otherwise. 
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napkins and matchboxes. Or when they go 


to the reception it's very trendy to have fish 
and chips or bangers and mash - but it nev- 

in 

er works out any cheaper.” 

±- 

This is the sort of thing that tradition- 

in- 

aDy makes the bride’s faiher grow pale when 
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he thinks how he is ever going to afford giv- 
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ing his daughter the big day he wfll want. 
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Relax Daddy. One of the other big changes 

ire 

is that traditional etiquette has been erod- 
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ed and couples are much more likely to pay 
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Half of all weddings are now paid for 
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‘I almost understood how transsexuals feel’ 


The times August Bank 
Holiday. 1989 
The place: Edinburgh 
The man: Tony Warren, 
anchor and creator of 
'Coronation Street’ 

“Like a lot of my generation, 
the Seventies were lost to drink 
and drugs- I would consume 
anything- with alcohol in it. 
while my drug of choice was 
morphine. However by the end 
of the decade, I got rid of first 
the alcohol and then the drugs 
-but it took much longer to get 
my head together. 1 was a mon- 
ument to self pity; my brain was 
absolutely fried — and fried is 
not going too far. In the past 
■ when I had written scripts 1 
could bear it all hi my head. 
Other people when they rum 
barmy start hearing voices; 
wheai I went mad I could no 
longer hear them. It was vei y 
frustrating. So I almost wrote 

nothing. 

I had just enough money to 
live on - Coronation Soyct was 
. in those days supplying me 
with a small income, and I 
• limped along on that. It was 
Melvin Bragg who finally got 
me out of my shell. He came to 
Manchester' and asked to to- 
-tetview me for a newspaper 
piece. He wrote a vety nice 
piece about me, and then he 

asked me to take part in a de- 

' bate on soap operas at the ca- 
inburgh festival- As Melvyn 
. lad succeeded in bringing me 

om of myself once, I hoped the 

mracfc would happen agai^ 

' ■ —rUrv^VWhO 


was anybody in television was 
gathered together in the 
George Hotel. The other par- 
ticipants for my debate began 
to arrive — Julia Smith (at that 
time producing EastEnders) 
and Victoria Wood, who had 
been making much of s a t i rising 
television soap opera. 1 asked 
Victoria if sbe would be speak- 
ing from notes and sbe replied: 
“1 will just have a postcard.” Ju- 
lia added that she would have 
practically a postage stamp. I. 
who bad been m show business 
since I was a boy actor of. 12, 
believed these wicked women. 
So I went upstairs and reduced 
my notes to a postcard. 1 
couldn't quite manage a stamp. 

The next morning Victoria 
Wood came on to the platform 
carrying a roll of wallpaper 
and when she unravelled itl saw 
that it even had dot, dot, dot, 
for the laughs! On stomped Ju- 
lia Smith with a folder that was 
marginally thicker than War 
and Peace - and I had only my 
postcard. So when it came to my 
turn to speak I tore my notes 
into bits, glared balefally at 
them and told ihe audience: T 
can only speak from my heart 
and from my conscience.’ 

In ihe train on the way 
home 1 found myself sitting op- 
posite Melvyn’s wife, Cate 
Haste. She rounded on me: 
‘Why don’t you write any 

more?’ I told her I’d done nry 

head m. She was having none 

of this: "You stood up in front 
of the entire television mdus- 

uy and sp(*e without note and 

got clapped heavens hard. 



Don’t tell me that can’t string 
words together - because I 
don't believe you!” Next she 
asked what I would like to 
write, and suddenly 1 found my- 
self replying: ‘A great big 
provincial novel — that says it’s 
okay to come from where you 
come from.’ When we reached 
her stop, Cate's exit line was: 
‘If you don't write your novel I 
wiU never speak to you again.’ 
Years before, I bad had a 
very good literaiy agent called 
Carol Smith. Unfortunately we 
had parted company acrimo- 
niously. But I derided to call, 
Thinking she could only tell 
me todo the same thing she ted 
last time. Amazingly, Carol 
knew I was going . to ring. We 
bad always had telepathic com- 
munication. Sbe complained 
. that it was a crime that I wasn't 
writing, so 1 told her about my 
idea for a provincial novel 
With the most comfortable 


Tony Warren; Feeling 
burnt-out after the 
Seventies, he lost his faith 
in his ability to write 
Photograph: Andrew Buurman 


words you can say to a writer: 
"when you're ready', she asked 
for 100 pages, 

I did what I always used to 
do and sharpened my 4B pen- 
cils, sal down at my desk and 
set to. I discovered i could pull 
the old witches and once again 
see what I was writing aboul be- 
ing projected on to a screen in 
my bead In one ear was the 
soundtrack and in the other I 
could hear my own voice giving 
me technical instructions: turn 
that into a paragraph; length- 
en this; watch out, you’re going 
on for far too long; cut! It was 
incredible. I felt very new; at 
that moment I almost under- 
stood how transsexuals feel 
when they get iheir new body. 

My agent introduced me to 
an editor, Rosemary 
Cheatham, who read my hun- 
dred pages and was brutally 
frank. You don’t need someone 
to butter you up and tell you 


you’re marvellous - rather, 
someone who can ride a cart 
and horse through your work 
and stop at exactly the right 
place. I had been waiting for 
this woman for 20 years. She 
told me that as a TV writer I 
used too much dialogue: “Di- 
alogue is your jewels; be care- 
ful how you lay (hem on your 
velvet]" So 1 swallowed that one 
- she’s absolutely right- and I 
went away to write The Lights 
of Manchester. 

I’ve spoken to Victoria 
Wood on several occasions 
since the Edinburgh Festival 
and sbe called my last book the 
best yet- but I haven't ever told 
her how much I have to thank 
her for, and how she is re- 
sponsible for all the books. 
Perhaps it's about lime ... 

Interview by Andrew G 
Marshall 

‘Fuii Steam Ahead' is published 
by Century, pike £16.99. 
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Three steps forward, one step back for Mr Brown 
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It's all very well wanting to build the New 
'Jerusalem but you really need to know 
what the completed structure should look 
like. The chief architect's next big day is 
coining up on 17 March: the day when 
Gordon Brown unveils the latest draft of 
the plans. Many of the important themes 
have already emerged, of course. The old 
Budget purdah has beeu swept away, and 
the practice of trailing policies well in 
advance means that the Chancellor's big 
speech win be much less of a lightning-bolt 
of executive diktat than it ms in the past 

But we are still some way from a dear 
"big picture" - the sort of thing the 
Prime Minister wanted us to keep our eyes 
on throughout the distracting blizzard of 
politico-sexual trivia. 

The central idea of the Budget is 
work, as in “welfare -to-”. The Chancellor 
wfll by to tilt the incentives generated by 
the tax and benefit system sharply in favour 
of work. There are cavils, but the focus is 
right. The most important cavil being that 
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work cannot bring social justice or social 
inclusion to pensioners. The. debate on 
future pensions is well advanced, but the 
plight of existing poor pensioners has been 
sadly overlooked (along with the 
intriguing question of the extent to which 
older people themselves should be 
encouraged to work). 

Another secondary theme is also 
emerging; that of a shift from cash bene- 
fits to tax reliefs. The most important of 
these is the move to abolish Family 
Credit, a benefit paid to top-up low 
wages for families in work. Mr Brown 
wants to replace it with a Working Families 
Tax Credit - in effect a tax deduction 
designed to achieve the same ead. Much 
depends on the de tails, but a surprisingly 
persuasive case is now being made. The 
main objections to a tax allowance were 
that it would transfer money from moth- 
ers to fathers in- two-parent households, 
and that it would impose an administra- 
tive burden on small companies. The 


Treasury claims to have “cracked" the first 
problem, and the second has to be 
balanced against the bureaucratic com- 
plexity of Family Credit in any case. 
Above all, though, the psychological 
advantage of shifting to a culture where 
people feel that they stand on their own 
feet rather than relying on state handouts 
should not be underestimated. And it is 
underpinned by the simultaneous intro- 
duction of a minimum wage, probably at 
around £350 an hour. 

A persuasive case has yet to be made 
out, howeveT, for the Dew starting band 
of income tax at the rate of lOp in the 
pound. This is a gimmick, albeit with a 

symbolic value as a tax cut, which will have 

the perverse effect of benefiting higher- 
rate taxpayers more than the less well-off, 
because it will lake a slice of their income 
out of the 40p-in-the-pound tax band as 
opposed to the 23 p standard rate. 

Mr Brown may well claw back this 
effect through higher employers’ National 
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Insurance al the top end of the scale - in- 
deed, be must do so. (He cannot pot up 
employees’ National Insurance because of 
a pledge dating from the party’s ham- 
mering on the subject in the 1992 election.) 

The emphasis on incentives to work, 
then, is promising, and the Chancellor is 
right to take a simflariy dour view of pleas 
for more public spending. The “war 
chest" alleged by the Liberal Democrats 
is, rather, a hypothetical erode of gold at 
the end of the rainbow, not available in 
the here now, and not available at all 
if, as seems increasingly likely, the econ- 
omy is entering a recession. 

There is. though, one welcome break 
in the puritanical clouds: Chris Smith, the 
Culture Secretary, has lent his support to 
the campaign launched by The Independent 
and the Independent on Sunday to extend 
tax relief for financial support for the Arts. 
The Treasury is considering a change to 
allocate tax relief to the giver rather than 
the recipient 'of charitable donations. 


which cduld indeed save many of our 
threatened artistic institutions. _ 

But there is an important omission tn 
Mr Brawn's thinking: building the New 
Jerusalem also needs a green vision, and 
there is an urgent need to rebalance the 
tax system in favour of environmental 
sustainability. All the Governm enfs laud- 
able words at the Kyoto cUmale summit wfll 

turn to dust if heavier taxes on energy (and 
lighter taxes on energy-saving g°°ds ao d 
services) are not imposed. The “dash for 
gas” by electricity generators, from ineffi- 
cient coal, has achieved much, but the rest 
will not be achieved by exhortation alone. 

' Budgets, however much they .are 
foreshadowed by the spin doctors and the 
sloganeers, are still turning points. To 
govern is to choose, and many of the 
biggest decisions are still concentrated in 
a y ngie day — decisions which define the 
big picture. On the evidence so far, Mr 
Brown wfll deliver a creditable Budget: 
three steps forward, one step back. 
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Iraqi crisis 

The British government is al- 
lying old, imperial patterns of 
thought with American physi- 
cal power in order to enforce 
our intentions on Iraq. 

In. say. 20 years' time, there 
may be some quite different 
power centres in the wor!± 
maybe a Chinese one, or a vast 
Islamic confederation, or a 
pan-African empire. Then, one 
of these powers may be in a po- 
sition to act in the name of the 
United Nations and to inflict its 
own policies on Britain. We 
would deeply resent thaL We 
would want UN representatives 
to bend over backwards to sec 
our point of view and to uy and 
build channels of trust with us. 

It is not enough for the UN 
to use the empire mentality of 
any individual members as a ve- 
hicle to carry out LIN intentions. 
A new thoughL process is need- 
ed, and Britain and the US are 
not contributing towards this. 
JOHN PLATT 
Norwich 

Presumably Iraq will be bombed 
soon. May 1 suggest a parallel 
bombing of the general popu- 
lation: not with conventional 
bombs, but with small parcels of 
food and basic medicines? This 
would cost little, but have a huge 
propaganda effect: bombs on 
the beloved dictator would be as- 
sociated with welcome gilts and 
relief from suffering. 

PJ WOOD 
London SE3 

President Clinton insists that all 
must obey the decisions of the 
United Nations. Does this 
mean that the blockade of 
Cuba will now be abandoned? 
ALEC HOLMES 
New Malden, Surrey 

Save the arts 

“7711? Independent Save the 
Arts": now there’s a headline 
(9 February) to gladden the 
morning! After working for 14 
years in the US, I am well aware 
of the advantages of a fiscal 
system which offers lax relief 
as an incentive to charitable 
contributions. 

In encouraging Gordon 
Brown to press for similar con- 
cessions in this country, I hope 
we can also remind him of the 
anomaly over the recoveiy of 
VAT which encourages muse- 
ums to charge for admission. In 
spite of Treasury opposition, he 
must not give up on a just cause, 
and those of us who support it. 
DUNCAN ROBINSON 
Director, Fttzwilliam Museum 
Cambridge 


COULD &.S.E. HAVE BEEN SPOTTEP SOOMEE ? 


Mir 


* Y 


Japanese pets 

Your article "Japanese fads 
condemn pets to mass slaugh- 
ter" (7 February) made veiy de- 
pressing reading. 

Unfortunately, such ap- 
palling treatment of unwanted 
dogs is not uncommon in the 
Far East. But it is especially in- 
excusable in Japan, which is a 
rich country whose people of- 
ten spend a great deal on ac- 
quiring their pets in the first 
place. In fact, many of the an- 
imals that finish up in Japan's 
disgusting pounds have been 
bought at great expense from 
British or American breeders. 

These breeders could great- 
ly help matters by refusing to 
sell dogs or puppies to Japan 
until they are assured of ade- 
quate safeguards for their wel- 
fare. This does not mean that 
Western dogs are more de- 
serving of protection than any 
others, but it would draw at- 
tention to the scandalous con- 
ditions now prevailing. 

It might shame the Japan- 
ese government into introduc- 
ing. and enforcing, animal 


protection laws to make people 
responsible for the proper care 
of animals in their charge, and 
to ensure humane destruction 
when necessary. 

JOAN HAGGARD 
Harpenden, Hertfordshire 

Sri Lanka's struggle 

Peter Popham states that there 
was no freedom struggle in Sri 
Lanka and that “independence 
was handed to them on a 
plate" (“Tamil terror blights 
Prince's Sri Lanka visit". 4 
February). 

Attempts to establish free- 
dom by the natives were ongo- 
ing throughout the period of 
British rule (1802-194$), espe- 
cially marked by abortive re- 
bellions in 1817, 1843 and 1848. 
During this period, many Sri 
Lankans lost their lives at the 
bands of their colonial rulers, 
fighting in vain against a force 
which had an obvious military 
advantage. 

In the events leading up to 
the actual declaration of inde- 
pendence on 4 February 1948, 
there was no physical struggle per 
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se on the part of Sri Lankan free- 
dom fighters. Those at the fore- 
front of the independence 
movement, such as the first 
prime minister, D S Senanavake, 
opted for the path of “indepen- 
dence without bloodshed", hav- 
ing decided that the powers of 
speech and diplomacy were 
preferable to violence. 
THUSHANDE SILVA 
Bristol 

Risk assessment 

Mu Massow, quoted in your ar- 
tide "A change in policy on HIV 
Risk" (31 January), is quite 
wrong about Allied Dunbar in 
his assertion that we are “cher- 
ry-picking" diems based on 
discrimination. 

The job of our underwrit- 
ing team is to assess risk, and 
decide whether to accept that 
risk. If a customer has a high- 
er than normal risk of dying, 
for any reason, our actuarial 
team will have to increase the 
premium. 

As we have come to under- 
stand the real risk of contract- 
ing Aids more precisely, we 


have been able to reduce our 
rating on homosexuals by 60 per 
cent in the last three years. It 
may be no coincidence that the 
number of plans that we offer 
to homosexuals has been in- 
creasing steadily. 

We offer a service to the en- 
tire population based only on 
well-established sdentific risk- 
rating principles. Race, creed or 
sexual orientation perse do not 
come into it: risk, whatever the 
reason, does. 

PETER KELLY 
Protection Marketing Director 
Allied Du/ibar.4ssuranceplc 
Swindon, Wiltshire 

Dance of the oceans 

Across England and Wales, the 
drought may appear to be over 
(report, 4 Februaiy; letters, 7 
February), but for how long? 

Oceanographers and mete- 
orologists are uncovering evi- 
dence that our weather may be 
heavily influenced by a dimate 
fluctuation known as the North 
Atlantic Oscillation: our veiy 
own El Nino. The NAO ap- 
pears to be linked to cydes in 


wind, temperature and rainfall 
in Europe. The late 1960s saw 
northerly winds and dry cold 
winters, followed - in the ear- 
ly 1990s -by westerly winds and 
relatively warm stormy win- 
ters. There are signs that we are 
now swinging back to colder 
winters again. This could also 
mean less rain. 

The key to understanding 
these climate swings lies in the 
skw, stately dance of the oceans. 
The oceans store vast quantities 
of heat which is carried around 
the globe by an intricate network 
of currents linking all the major 
ocean basins in both hemi- 
spheres. We still comprehend lit- 
tle of the natural variability of 
this ocean conveyor belt, never 
mind how robust it is to human 
interference. 

If we are to have any hope 
of usefully predicting future 
weather and climate patterns, 
a long-term commitment to 
oceanographic research would 
be a wise step to take. 

DAVID CROMWELL 
Southampton Oceanography 
Centre 

Southampton, Hampshire 


Enriching lawyers 

A M Robinson (letter, 6 Feb- 
ruary) fails to acknowledge the 
realities of civil legal aid as they 
occur in litigation. 

The Legal Aid Board relics 
on the advice of the applicant's 
lawyer in deciding whether to 
fund a claim. Such, advice is not 
independent since the lawyer is 
paid for advancing the claim, re- 
gardless of its merits. The suc- 
cess rale is 17 per cent. So in 83 
per cent of cases, the only ben- 
eficiaries are lawyers and experts. 

The often blameless health 
service is unable to recover its 
legal costs, promoting what 
has been described in Parlia- 
ment as legal aid "blackmail", 
whereby cases are settled for 
commercial considerations. 

Legal aid does not secure ac- 
cess to justice or ensure com- 
pensation for deserving cases. 
Instead, it impoverishes the 
health service and enriches 
lawyers. It is hardly surprising 
that the main supporters of le- 
gal aid are lawyers. 
ANTHONY BARTON 
London N1 


Alias T E Lawrence 

There was absolutely no reason 
forT E Lawrence to have lied 
about his enlistment (“Files re- 
veal Great YHfer secrets of British 
literary heroes", 3 February). 

There is, however, a very 
strong possibility th.it Lawrence 
could have enlisted under a 
false name and date of birth, as 
he was under-age at that time. 
Anyone searching for an entry 
under the name T E Lawrence 
would have found nothing. 

When Lawrence enlisted in 
the RAF in 1922, it was in the 
name of John Hume Ross, with 
a different date of birth, and he 
also enlisted in the Tank Corps 
under the name of T E Shaw. 
Lawrence used at least seven 
different names for various 
purposes throughout his Life. 
KFERN 

Tolpuddle. Dorset 

Spelling? Ugh! 

Rather than reform English 
spelling to conform with pro- 
nunciation (letters, 30 January, 
4 February), why not alter pro- 
nunciation to accord with 
spelling? 

The return of the “gh" 
sound to English, similar to the 
Scottish “ch", as in loch, would 
simplify spelling without the 
need to actually change it 
Words such as “plough", 
“slough” and "trough" would 
sound more like their meaning, 
and the difficulty the “-ugh" 
spelling causes to foreigners 
would disappear. Anyone who 
thinks the English cannot make 
this sound anymore, say “ugh!" 
C PAD LEY 

Market Rosen, Lincolnshire 

Driver density 

Nick Austin (letter, 6 February) 
suggests that the UK’s high rate 
of road deaths is due to its high 
population density. Belgium 
and the Netherlands are both 
much more densely populated 
than the UK. but while Bel- 
gium's roads are more deadly 
than British ones, Dutch roads 
are safer. The reasons for this 
are driver behaviour and road 
design, not population density. 
D BISHOP 
Brussels 

St Valentine’s treacle 

Soon the treacly sentiments of 
St Valentine’s Day will seep 
over us. Cou/d we not introduce 
on anti-Valentines column? A 
whole new lexicon of nick- 
names might appear... 
RICHARD P WARNER 
Warwick 


And the next question for news-watchers: who will believe in the new National Libelry? 
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How well do you keep up with the news? 
Do you thinkyou’re as well informed as the 
next woman? For instance, if you were read- 
ing a column in a newspaper and it suddenly 
challenged you to answer topical quiz 
questions, would jwi be woman or even man 
enough to take the challenge? 

WfeU, here we gol 

Because I am issuing you that challenge! 

Right here and now! 

And having used up my entire week's 
quota of exclamation marks, we go straight 
into the quiz, which is simplicity itself. Here 
are six news stories, from the last seven days. 
Which ones an tnie and which ones are false? 

I The Government privately agrees with 
Richard Branson that the libel Jaws in this 
country are a lottery. This leaves them with 
two options, either to reform the libel laws 
or to actually have them run properly as a 
lottery. They have opted for the lauer rather 
daring choice, and are turning the libel laws 


into a real lottery to be called the National 
Libelry, to be run by Branson himself. 

The idea of the National Libelry is that 
anyone will be able to sue anyone else for 
libel on a weekly basis, as long as they all 
put some money into a kitty, which on a 
nationwide basis will add up to millions of 
pounds. The winners will be drawn by lot 
in a grand ceremony. “It will make libel a 
lot more fun than it has been up to now." 
says Branson. “It will be a complete matter 
of chance who wins their libel suit and who 
loses, which is exactly the way It’s always 
been, but from now on at least good caus- 
es will benefit as welL" 

2. We know that Tony Blair has forbid- 
den his cabinet ministers to attend the World 
Cop unless it is part of their work, such as 
Jack Straw’s mission to inspect security, but 
it now turns out that Harriet Harman in- 
tends to go, to inspect the problems of 
footballer's families left behind in a one-par* 


eat situation, Frank Dobson is going there 
monitor the health kits carried by physios, 
Chris Smith wishes to go there to inspect 
the aesthetics of stadium design, Clare Short 
is going there establish which Third World 
teams need foreign aid - in brief, everyone 
in the Cabinet has an excuse for going. The 
only member of the Cabinet who is not go- 
ing is Mo Mowlam, not because the World 
Cup wifi teach her nothing about Northern 
Ireland, but because football bores her. Her 
place is being taken by Robin Cook’s part- 
ner, who will be doing some secretarial work 
for Mr Cook. 

3. Fresh evidence has established almost 
beyond doubt that the famous Impressionist 
painter Paul Gauguin was a woman. It was 
impassible for women painters to attain fame 
and fortune in the 19th century, so Paulette 
Gauguin, as she was christened, took on a 
male name and persona fa the same way that: 
George Eliot and Georges Sand did. When 


the deception was in clanger of being dis- 
covered Paulette Gauguin fled to the South 
Seas, where it was easier to practise gender 
deception on the natives. 

4. The real reason that Arthur C. Clarke 
refused to accept a knighthood from Prince 
Charles was nothing to do with his own pri- 
vate fife - it was in protest against the pri- 
vate life of Prince Charles himself, a 
self-confessed adulterer. Graciously, he 
agreed to allow his own private life to be 
blackened as a cover-up for his very real dis- 
approval of Prince Charles. Meanwhile, the 
next planned recipient of a British knight- 
hood, Bob Hope, hopes to accept his title 
from Prince Charles while entertaining 
US troops in the next Gulf War. He was loo 
ill to go out and entertain the troops in the 
last Gulf War, the first war be has missed 
since the Battle of Wounded Knee. Some 
White House sources say that the sole rea- 
son for the resumption of Gulf War hostil- 


ities would be to give Bob Hope a last chance 

to get back to war. 

5. There is a secret controversy about 
whether Princess Diana’s picture should be 
on banknotes in future, in replacement of 
the Queen s face. Tony Blair is very much 
m favour of this move, which he sees as part 
of his mission to give economics a softer, 
more appealing image, and also to cash in 

>T incess P ,ana *s enduring appeal but 
the Queen takes a different view. “Over my 
dead body.” she is supposed to have said, 
to whidi Downing Street is supposed to have 
rephed: “Well, that’s OK - we-can wait". 

2^L re ?« ned 38 Director-Gen- 
eral of the BBC six months ago in protest 
against the way the BBC is being rSm iSt 
it was only reported on BBC TV’s 24- hour 






mnr.hr: 


17/COMMENT *> 


the INDEPENDENT 

TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 1908 


an^a h> 6SS ° f Camelot . 
bit more of FDR 



•DONALD 

MACINTYRE 

STYLE AND 

■ su bstan cje 

Aromdim-ortatemscfL^^ 
-ty history several ice Trar ' 

those around Neil " S ^ ne of 

ihaith e ^lZL'S D ?f k «'"'‘»dcd 


^y^reand another two leaders for this 

d ^^°®l even within sigbi of beim 
rea&ed. The FDR element appear tohwe 
«dck through that dark decade of oddoxi 

***-* SSSSZt 

- okislogans never die whea it begins its ad- 

^^J ami ^ 0n a jobs P^gramme 
W* the sune tide that summed up franklin 
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ry ago: “The New Dear. But what about 

• the Camelot? 

• The new style that Tbny Blair brought 
to Downing Street was a real break with 
the past. Suddenly here was a Prune Min- 
ister wbo appeared to enj^ihe job -in cod- 

frast to a predecessor who often looked as 
he wished he were somewhere else. As the 
first Prime Minister since Asquith to bring 
up children in office, he positively enjoyed 
Chequers, which John Major initially had 
hated. The parties for designers, rock 
stars, actors, architects were part of that. 
And the polls all suggested that the British 
public were entirely comfortable with the 
change-just as they also suggested that it 
was remaricahly forgiving of, or uninterested 
in, the spate of presentational lapses that 
characterised the birth pangs of office. 
Against that background die Tbiy attacks 
on the trivia of ministers' personal behav- 
iour appeared to founder woefully. Or did 
it? 

At the weekend Conservative Central 
Office announced that its private polling 
suggesting that some of the attacks on min- 
isters' personal behaviour had made an im- 
pact W; shouldn't be too starry eyed about 
this. If some of tbemore hilarious private 
polling “released” by the lories before the 
last general election was to be believed, Tbny 
Blair was a smarmy git the British people 
would never vote for. But my go ess is that 
these polls have nevertheless picked up 
something real, if scarcely tangible, a 
nascent - and easily correctable - discon- 
tent with the way some in the government 
comport themselves from time to time. 

Take one example. When the proto- 
Blairite MP Tbny Wright took his politi- 
cal life in his hands by suggesting that it 
was “indefensible’’ for ministers to take 
their spouses, partners, or whatever on for- 
eign trips, his remarks were met with a 
frosty silence. Wright may not have been 
politically wise since he happens to be a 
parliam entary aide to Lord Irvine who has 
been among those criticised. But he was 
making a point that challenges the stan- 
dard -and factually connect -defence that 
the present government is tigging and par- 
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* 3 i r[ 0rmiD S government might 
raider revuang some or the roles rather 

an merely conforming to them. This 
P?™ , l m f an raean *at the Prime Min- 
r should be saving money by driving 
round in the modem equivalent of a Ford 
nefcet, as Clement Attlee did, with his wife 
at the wheeL Nor does it mean that the rotes 
- new or old - shouldn't be applied with 
some flexibility. Nor even that John 
"escott should have to part with his 
beloved Jaguar or that an art-loving Lord 
Chancellor shouldn't be allowed to bring 
s°nie I9th century Scottish painting up 
from the vaults to put on his walls. To cre- 
ate a regime so monolithic that every trait 
that makes a politician human and indi- 
vidual - and therefore rather less like a 
politician - is to make them less good as 
politicians. And in the matter of partner- 
travei, both the Prime Minister- who would 
have been wholly perverse not to take his 
wife to the White House last week - and 
the Fbreign Secretary arc special cases. If 
you have a travel schedule as remorseless 
as Robin Cook’s, it seems reasonable for 
the sake of his personal sanity, that he 
should be able to take Ms Gayiior Regan 
along from time to time. In the other cas- 
es -and there have been eight of them since 
the election - Wright seems to have a rather 
valid point. 

The answer to all this will be that it is 
simply too trivial to think, about, and that 
the Tbrks, stunned by the government's con- 
tinued success, have nothing else to talk 
about There is something in that But style 
and image matter. If it didn't there wouldn’t 
have been so many hours, both before and 
since the election spent by New Labour on 
trying to get them right The problem is part- 
ly the one lucidly defined by the Prime min- 
ister himself - that this is a government in 
the “post-euphoria, pre-delivery” stage. 
What will, in the end. excite the British elec- 
torate is nek how many times Liam and Noel 
Gallagher get asked to Downing Street, or 
whal costumes Oberie Booth wears in \tesb- 
ington but what the “third way”, between 
old Labour sialism and new free market 
Toryism, can deliver over this parliament. 
You don’t have to look further than yes- 
terday for two modest examples of the po- 
' tentiaL A government, perhaps a little too 
slowly, but determinedly nevertheless, try- 
ing to recreate a grown up local government 
that gets more freedom in return for 
showing more responsibility. And a gov- 
ernment prepared to take seriously research 
which suggests more roads lead to fewer, 
not more jobs. 

Below the surface real problems are 
being wrestled with, real polices - in- 
cluding the administration-defining wel- 
fare to work programme - to be put to 
the test. Blairite glamour reached its 
zenith last week in Washington in the un- 
usual circumstances of a British Prime 
Minister investing, in the national inter- 
est. in a US President now likely to sur- 
vive his troubles and able to return some 
favours. But in the months ahead doing 
will matter more than saying. The deci- 
sion to spurn ministerial ambitions for 
World Qjp tickets is a sign that Blair un- 
derstands the need to limit the trappings 
of power, which he warned his ministers 
after May I were not their purpose in life. 
For the time being, a little more FDR, a 
little less Camelot. 


The real mystery of the Sphinx: 
why do falsehoods drive out truth* 
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Exacily 200 years ago, 
Napoleon invaded Egypt. He 
look wjih him an Olympic- 
sized squad of scholars and 
artists that included 21 math- 
ematicians, eight draughtsmen 
and 10 “men ofletters”. Whal 
did the men of idlers do? 
They probably wrote cull best- 
sellers. 

Our bookshops arc bulging 
again with pyramid-shaped dis- 
plays designed to the shift the 
newest wave of speculative an- 
cient history. Fanciful theories 
about the Pharaohs, and the 
baffling monuments they built, 
have excited cranks and mystics 
for centuries. That they also in- 
trigued America’s hard-headed 
founding fathers (who knew 
about them via the Freemasons) 
you can tdl from a glance at the 
symbols on any US dollar bill. 
And the fascination that occult 
Egyptology holds for publish- 
ers today has everything to do 
with the timeless allure of the 
folding stuff. 

Abetted by huge serial deals 
with the mid-market tabloids, 
the Mystic Meg tendency has 
come back with a vengeance 
since 1994, when the Belgian 
engineer Robert Bauval pub- 
lished The Orion Mystery. He 
daimed that the ground-plan of 
the pyramids’ site at Giza out- 
side Cairo maps the position of 
the Constellation of Orion not 
in 2.5UOBC - the accepted date 
for the monuments - but much 
earlier, in 10.450BC. Ayear lat- 
er, Graham Hancock’s Finger- 
prints of the Gods updated the 
Atlantis myth with its argument 
that civilised survivors from 
the catastrophic end of the last 
Ice Age, 12,000 years ago, had 
passed their wisdom on to the 
cultures of the Near East and 
Central America. 

It sold half a million copies 
to jumpy pre-millennial book- 
buyers with doomy threats - or 
were they promises? - of an- 
other climatic cataclysm just 
around the comer. (Clear your 
diaries for 5 May 2000). And so 
the stream rolls on, with Han- 
cock and Bauval teaming up 
into the Morecambe and Wise 
of the Giza plateau and issuing 
their own newsletter to fans. 
Meanwhile, the newcomer An- 
drew Collins proposes that tbe 
neolithic engineers of Egypt 



What a pile of books: junk publishing leads to a devaluation of the currency of knowledge 


Kerin Baytiss 


hailed from Kurdistan (Han- 
cock favours Antarctica) and 
could levitate vast blocks of 
granite with a Just form of son- 
ic technology activated by trum- 
pets. The phrase "loony tunes'* 
springs to mind. 

Surely this is all just harm- 
less fun. a tangle of ripping 
yarns to keep cerebrally-chal- 
lenged readers off the streets? 
Alas, the pyramid buffs take 
themselves very seriously and 
spin paranoid fantasies about 
their persecution by the acad- 
emic establishment (and even 
- in one author's case - the 
CIA). So let's contest the best 
shot in their locker the so- 
called rain-erosion of the 
Sphinx. Hancock employed this 
trump card to Jeremy Paxman 
in a Newsnigfu discussion of the 
Atlantis myth last month. Since 
Paxo let it pass without a mur- 
mur, here's a briefing for him. 

Hancock, Collins and their 
chums believe that the Sphinx 
at Giza shows signs of weath- 
ering by rainfall, not by wind- 
blown sand. As the NQc delta 
has not had a wet climate since 
around 7.000 BC, they lake this 
as clinching proof that Egypt- 
ian culture arose many millen- 
nia before the orthodox dates, 
and so must have come from 
some remote source. For their 
guru, the maverick scholar John 
Anthony West, firm proof of 
rain erosion “would overthrow 
all accepted chronologies of the 
history of civilisation". 

Tbe trouble is that geologists 


have challenged the rain-ero- 
sion theory on all counts in the 
learned journals. Scientists can 
explain the Sphinx's weather- 
worn look perfectly well with- 
in the conventional time-frame. 
Yet the entire Fantasy Pyramid 
genre brandishes it as (literal- 
ly) rock-solid scientific evi- 
dence of their position, the 
cornerstone of their empire. It 
is nothing of the sort. 

So why don't publishers take 
Ibeir authors to task and insist 
on higher standards than these 
chaotic, waffling works ever 
supply? After all, this crackpot 
crew Dies under tbe flags of tbe 
most respected houses in the 
land. Viking Penguin bankrolls 
Hancock, and Hodder hinds 
Andrew Collins. Random 
House h3s just re-issued Robert 
Temple's The Shuts Mystery, 
which purports to connect an- 
cient Egyptian culture with vis- 
iting aliens from the Sirius star 
system. Temple believes that 
“the pyramids and the Sphinx 
were probably built by the ex- 
traterrestrials themselves". This 
week, Macmillan launches Gra- 
ham PhOlrps'sHr* of God : a bid 
to link the plagues of Egypt and 
the Exodus of the Israelites with 
the volcanic eruption on the 
Aegean island of Thera around 
1360BC. In this company, 
Phillips's reasoning sounds pos- i 
itively sane (no spaceships, no 
Atianteans, no levitation), but 
his book still amounts to little 
more- than a calculated leap in 
the dark. 


It *s dear that Britain's once- 
reputable publishers no longer 
care two grains of desert sand 
about the truth-value of the 
“history” books they finance. 
They have sold whatever au- 
thority their imprints might 
once have claimed for a cargo 
of flyblown nonsense that late- 
Victonan charlatans such as 
Madame Blavatsky were al- 
ready peddling at the close of 
the last century. The only rule 
that editors now bother to ap- 
ply is caveat emptor. 

In fact, they have even 
plunged beneath the shoulder- 
shrugging relativism of saying, 
“You pays yer money and you 
takes yer choice”. The loony 
tunes now win the fat advances, 
the lavish promotion budgets 
and the first-class place on the 
hype express. In contrast, most 
works rooted in responsible 
research take a back seat, and 
a tiny cheque. 

The chance to publish de- 
tailed, footnoted non-fiction is 
what economists would call a 
“positional good”. If I have it, 
yon don’t As with a seat for the 
World Cup Final or a Georgian 
rectory in Somerset, only a lim- 
ited number of people can ever 
enjoy this privilege. Publishers 
today take on very little histo- 
ry anyway, even though mae- 


stros such as Simon Schama, Or- 
lando Figes and Norman Davies 
prove that the proper stuff can 
still sell by the cartload. Now 
these rare and precious slots will 
often be filled with hypotheti- 
cal hogwasb. Every farrago of 
hrppy-dippy irrationality on the 
shelves means that at least one 
truthful picture of the past will 
never find an audience. 

Education, ministers insist, 
will make tbe difference be- 
tween a thriving modem nation 
and a dumbed-down backwater. 
The book trade has already giv- 
en its own two-fingered answer 
to that by putting its resources 
behind every superstitious New 
Age bandwagon that rolls 
along. The Government should 
take note of that the next time 
the business bleats about its sa- 
cred cultural mission and the 
tax-breaks it deserves. 

This April, British publish- 
ers will wave their most 
pompous banners to celebrate 
World Book Day on a grand 
scale. Expect weeks of uplifting 
guff about the role of books in 
spreading enlightenment, es- 
pecially to children. Then check 
out the flaky fairy-tales that pass 
for ancient history on many of 
their lists. No wonder many kids 
prefer the honest escapism of 
computer games. 


However 
you say 


J Vi* UMJ 

The US and Britain are giving Saddam just what he wants if YOU 



ANDREAS 

WHITTAM 

SMITH 

¥ DICTATORS 
NEED ENEMIES 

My guess is that Saddam Hus- 
sein is more relaxed than B31 
Clinton and Tbny Blair at this 
moment For the Iraqi dictator 
. ran scarcdy suffer in a show- 
down -with the United States 
and the United Kingdom. Sure, 
bombing; raids will cause death 
andde&nictfotubut Saddam 
does ootsee. that as defeat. The 
President and Prime Minister* 
however, must know that their 
threats are empty or, if carried 
out, iftdy to be ineffective. I 
think they are on the brink of 
*& losinga giant game of bluff. 
T 'Th? Allied objective is to 
prevent Iraq developing 
weapons of mass destruction 
and threatening its neighbours. 

. Probably the United Nations’ 
*«®vMiJwhavereinoved Iraq s 


nuclear capability, so the focus 
is almost exclusively on chem- 
ical and biological weapons. 
Neither of tire only two effec- 
tive methods of achieving this 
aim is available. Iraq will not 
give the inspectors the access 
and freedom of movement they 
require to finish their work. 
Nor, persuasion having failed, 
can the United States, on its 
own, or with its allies, put 
ground forces into Iraq to car- 
ry out the inspectors’ work by 
force. 

One reason why ground 
forces cannot be deployed on 
the scale required is that Sau- 
di Arabia will not allow its 
bases, which are essential to 
such a policy, to be used. The 
Saudis fear that in defeatlraq 
might split into a Kurdish 
north, a Sunni Muslim centre 
and a Shia Muslim south. They 
cannot tolerate such an out- 
come because a hostile bran 
would support the Shia Mus- 
lim state on Saudi’s northern 
frontier : 

A second reason why there 
will be no second Guff is 
that neither the British nor 
the American publics are pre- 
pared to accept casualties. Mr 
glair and President Clinton 

know this perfectly welL Their 

high standing would not sunwe 

• jl. orvi oriwinfi relatives. 


mg dictators? It is not a con- 
vincing reason. 

The US with Britain’s help, 
therefore, is forced to rely 
upon air power alone. Unless 
Saddam backs down, tbe at- 
tempt will be made to destroy 
facilities for making or storing 
biological and chemical 
weapons, to put command and 
control centres out of action 
and to eliminate the special 


Western intelligence is said to 
lack agents in Iraq. On tbe oth- 
er hand, the location of some 
of the manufacturing plants 
that make the weapons is 
known, thanks to the work of 
the inspectors. But dare we 
bomb the plants? A retired US 
airforce colonel says that the 
only way to eliminate a chem- 
ical or biological facility is to 
“nuke it”. Thm Dalyell MP 


its target and kill civilians and 
tbe regime will have a propa- 
ganda coup with television pic- 
tures of the victims." 

So bow haw we got into 
this? American policy has been 
driven by the pride of a super- 
power, which cannot allow it- 
self to be thwarted. It has not 
been rational calculation but an 
instinctive reaction; “we are the 
super-power, we will get our 


* Let one bomb miss and kill civilians and 
the regime will have a propaganda coup 
with television pictures of the victims* 


££t^uld the deaths in a* 
tion be for? Tb prevent one 
Middle East dictator conduct- 
ing vfle attacks on neighbour- 


units of tbe Republican Guards. 
Never mind that it has been 
known since tbe 1920s, and con- 
firmed during the Second 
World War, that air power 

alone cannot win wmk Even Sir 

Peter de la Billtere, who com- 
manded Britain’s forces in the 
Guff war, wrote on Friday in 
The Daily Telegraph that “there 
are few, if any, examples of air 
power alone succeeding in de- 
feating and bringing to heel 
such a determined and resolute 
enemy as Saddam”. 

In'this particular case, the 
American planners simply do 
not know where existing chem- 
ical and biological weapons 
are stored. These munitions are 
small and easily concealed. 


asks “what happens when a 
bomb hits anthrax installations. 
What happens to the spores?" 
Good questions. 

It is not just that air power 
cannot do the job, bm that the 
very attempt would bring us 
substantial disadvantages. Sad- 
dam's most likely response to 
air attacks would be to evict tbe 
UN weapons inspectors. This is 
France’s objection. The French 
say that it is unlikely that Iraq 
would welcome back the in- 
spectors after a war. A Saudi 
daily newspaper has under- 
scored another disadvantage - 
“the danger is that a US-led nuk 
iiaiy action could give the Iraqi 
leader the kind of victory he is 
looking for. Let one bomb miss 


way.” This country is alongside 
because Britain always is along- 
side. It has been an invariable 
feature of British foreign pol- 
icy since the Second World 
War except for one occasion - 
Suez. When Britain and France 
invaded Egypt to protect the 
Suez Canal in 2957, the Unit- 
ed States disapproved of what 
it saw as a colonial adventure. 
1 dem't objert to us being a faith- 
ful ally as long as we get suffi- 
cient benefit. In Northern 
Ireland, for instance, President 
Cluiton could play a useful 
role behind the scenes. 

Is there a better way of 
dealing with Saddam Hussein? 
Yes. Policy should start from the 
well understood phenomenon 


that dictators always require ex- 
ternal enemies in order to pre- 
sent themselves as the saviours 
of their people. Once they can 
do that, they can impose all 
sorts of privations and restric- 
tions. For Hitler tbe threats 
were the Bolsheviks and an in- 
ternational Jewish conspiracy. 
In the Balkans the fear has been 
that one ethnic group wifi 
swamp another. President Sad- 
dam couldn’t want for two bel- 
ter enemies than the United 
States and Britain. His defiance 
of us brings him admiration. 

Western thinking thus has to 
move in the opposite direction. 
The United Nations' inspectors 
have substantially emasculated 
Saddam's ability to wage war. 
We should start to bring their 
work to an end and progres- 
sively lift sanctions. 

As Iraq began to export oil 
again, thus gaining the re- 
sources for economic recovery, 
tbe incomes of ordinary Iraqis , 
would begin to rise. Initially, 
President Saddam would be j 
praised for his “victory”. But 
then foe absence an external en- 
emy on the scale of the world’s 
super power would begin to tdL 
Ordinary Iraqis would become 
more setf-confidenf, the dicta- 
tor’s rule more irksome. Con- 
ditions for the overthrow of 
Saddam would at last be 
favourable. That, finally, is all 
we can hope to achieve. It is 
much more than bombing raids 
can bring us. 


a ^ says 
you care. 

Valentine’s Day means more than it used 
to. As Gold Heart Day, it’s the focal point 
of the a nnual Gold Heart Appeal, r un by 
The Variety Club to help give sick, 
disabled and disadvantaged children the 
love and care they need. 

Gold Hearts can be bought at Tesco, 
Mothercare, WH Smith, Victoria Wine, 
Sketchley SupaSnaps, Dorothy Perkins, 
Courts, Gala Bingo Clubs and many other 
high street stores. ^ 


So please help if 
you can. Buy a 
Gold Heart and 
show you care. 


V^v. fi 


Minimum donation £1 
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Carl Wilson 


Carl Dean WUson. singer, 
guitarist and songwriter: born 
Hawthorne, California 21 
December 1948; married 1968 
Annie Hinsche (two sons; 
marriage dissolved J978), 1987 
Gina Martin; died Los 
Angeles 6 February 1998. 


Sun, sand, surfing, girls, it didn't 
matter in which order, the 
Beach Boys sung about it More 
than any other group in popu- 
lar music, the California quin- 
tet, of which Carl Wilson was a 
founder member, became as- 
sociated with the locale they 
came from and sold the blend 
of consumerism and hedonism 
it represented to the world. 
Their irresistible Sixties hits like 
“Surfin' USA’’, “J Get Around”, 
“California Girls", and “Good 
Vibrations" still crop up in 
movies and commercials and in- 
stantly spell Los Angeles, the 
home of “Fun, Fun, Fun". 

Yet the band's career was 
never as easy and straightfor- 
ward as its music. Carl's older 
brother Brian Wilson, very 
much the tortured genius and 
creative force behind the clas- 
sic recordings, suffers to this day 
with mental illness while Den- 
nis Wilson, the drumming mid- 
dle brother, drowned in 1983. 
From the raid-Sixties, when 
Brian quit touring. Carl, the 
baby brother and most capable 
musician, took control of live 
performances and held the 
group together. When Brian 
also withdrew from studio dates 
in the Seventies, Carl kept the 
ball rolling during sessions. 

On the surface, the Wilson 
brothers were as American as 
apple pie. Murry and Audree, 
their parents, had settled in 
Hawthorne, a nice middle-class 
suburb of Los Angeles. Carl, 
bom in 1946. was the youngest 
of three brothers and soon 
started singing with Brian and 
Dennis. Their mother would 
sometimes join in. 

Carl had not even turned 15 
when he and his brothers 
hooked up with their cousin 
Mike Love and neighbour AJ 
Jardioe to form Carl and the 
Passions and play Four Fresh- 
men, Chuck Berry and Everly 
Brothers songs in their garage 
while their parents were away. 

Carl later recalled: 

1 guess our only ambition in those 
days was to form a group. None of 
us knew exactly what we were doing 
back then. Dennis was the best 
surfer and he was the one who real- 
ly had the idea of the band. Brian had 
wrinen a lot of songs and I bad been 
fooling around with a guitar for a long 


time, so eventually wc got together 
arid began doing a few dates. We were 
just five dummies starting out. Ws 
were totally innocent and lucked 
out. 

At Gist, the quintet couldn't 
even settle on a name, becom- 
ing in turn the Fendletones, 
Kenny and the Cadets and, 
most famously, the Beach Boys. 
Carl admitted in interviews. 
When we decided to call ourselves 
the Beach Bays, wc were thinking of 
water, of the ocean- Witerlssuch a 
beautiful thing. 1 think it may have 
been different for us all along die line 
if we had not been called the Beach 
Bays. We came on vezy big in die surf 
days. Il was just beginning to became 
a popular sport and our songs came 
right in as a vehicle to Us rising 

general appeal. 

Dennis made a list of surf- 
ing expressions and geograph- 
ical locations and suggested they 
wrote something in tune with 
the surf craze. Brian and Mike 
came up with “Surfin' ". Mur- 
ry, their father, saw dollar signs 
and appointed himself manag- 
er. In 1961, “Surfin’ " was re- 
leased on the small Candix label 
and charted nationally. The fol- 
lowing year, Capitol Records of- 
fered Murry and the boys a 
major deal and the Beach Boys 
signed on the dotted line, scor- 
ing an incredible run of Top 20 
hits over the next four years: 
“Surfin’ Safari". “Surfin’ USA” 
and “Surfer Girl" were soon fol- 
lowed by “Fun. Fun, Fun". “I 
Get Around", “Help Me Rhon- 
da”, “California Girls", "Bar- 
bara Ann". “Sloop John B” and 
“Wouldn't ft Be Nice". 

With their stripy red and 
white college shirts and boy- 
next-door grins, the Beach Boys 
captured the hearts of Ameri- 
ca. They posed with surfboards, 
with hot rods, on yachts and 
their records sold millions. But 
all was not well. Mum', a 
frustrated musician/performer 
himself, became a kind of tyran- 
nical dictator, pushing bis 
charges to the limit. Brian, deaf 
in one ear after a childhood ac- 
cident, felt the pressure of car- 
rying the band on his shoulders 
the most. Too many concerts, too 
many singles, too many B-sides 
and album tracks were needed 
to feed the business monster 
created by their father and 
Capitol Records. 

“There was too much ten- 
sion in the family. It was diffi- 
cult separating the family thing 
from the group thing," revealed 
Carl a few years later. 

It was a blow to us when Brian de- 
cided not to tour with the group any 
longer, but he needed time to work 
on his writing and the tour schedules 
were heavy. I was very close to Bri- 
an. I was with him the day he couldn’t 
continue any longer. 



Boy-next-door grins: the Beach Boys, from left - Carl Wilson, Brian Wilson, A1 Jardme, Dennis WUson and MUce Love 


A loukalike, Glen Campbell, 
a Beach Boy session regular, 
was briefly drafted to replace 
Brian for live appearances. Bri- 
an had also become obsessed 
with the Beatles, whom be 
rightly saw as his only rivals. In 
May 1966, with the symphonic 
Pet Sounds . he hoped to top the 
Fab Four's achievements but 
they came back with Revolver 
and then Sgt Pepper’s Lonely 
Hearts Club Band. Brian tried 
to go one better with the myth- 
ical Smile but most of the fin- 
ished trades eventually came out 
as Smiley Smile. 

“I suppose Pel Sounds was 
our Sgt Pepper’s ,” said Carl. 
“After that. Smiley Smile was 
nothing more than a wild freak- 
out and Wild Honey a trip in 
simplicity. Of all the many 
things that we’ve ever record- 
ed, ‘Good Vibrations’ was one 
of the simplest-" At the time 
in 1966, this neo-symphonic 
recording took an unprece- 
dented 90 hours and cost 
$50,000. But the pinnade of Bri- 
an Wilson’s sonic achievements 
reached No 1 on both sides of 
the Atlantic and is often voted 


Sir Anthony Glyn Bt 


Geoffrey Leo Simon Dawson, 
writer: bom London 13 March 
1922; succeeded 1937 as 
second Bt; assumed by deed 
poll 1957 the surname Glyn 
and the additional forename 
Anthony; married 1948 Susan 
Rhys Williams (one daughter, 
and one daughter deceased); 
died VHIenetnre-Loubet, 
France 20 January 1998. 


Anthony Glyn was a writer of 
great charm and brilliance. 
Writing was in his blood. He was 
born Geoffrey Davson. but his 
maternal grandmother was Eli- 
nor Glyn, and it was under the 
pen-name of Anthony Glyn 
that he published his first nov- 


el in 1953. He subsequently took 
the name by deed poll. 

Born in 1922, he was edu- 
cated at Eton, where he found- 
ed the Eton Literary Society. 
Commissioned into the Welsh 
Guards in 1941, he became an 
intelligence officer and was a 
year in the field after D-Day, 
from the Arromanches beach- 
es to the Rhine crossings- When 
his own unit was not the spear- 
head of the advance, he would 
be sent ahead in a scout car to 
get news of the battle in front 
and report back. This could be 
hazardous. On one occasion he 
was sent into a town to “go and 
sec whether the Sappers have 
been in yet to dear mines and 
booby-traps". “How do 1 do 


one of the best singles ever 
made. 

Brian WUson had collapsed 
into a mind-numbing paranoia, 
fee Bed by drugs and alcohol, but 
managed to contribute to al- 
bums occasionally. The vocal- 
ist Bruce Johnston bad now 
joined full-time and the Beach 
Boys soldiered on: “Heroes 
and Viliams” “Do It Again” 
and “Breakaway” kept them in 
the British Top 10 but their en- 
tourage was pulling them in dif- 
ferent directions. Mike Love 
had became a devotee of the 
Maharishi Mahesb Yogi while 
Dennis was hanging out with 
Charles Manson, who even co- 
wrote a few songs with him. Cari. 
a conscientious objector, was 
fighting the US authorities, who 
wanted to send him to Vietnam. 

He took over the running of 
the band, singing lead on their 
cover of Phil Spectoris “I Can 
Hear Music”. In 1970. the 
Beach Boys formed their own 
Brother label and released Sun- 
flower and Surfs Up which 
showed their ecological con- 
cerns, way ahead of the times. 
Recruiting extra members like 


Ricky Fataar (later of the Riff- 
les) and Blondie Chaplin, the 
group kept touring. After 1972 s 
nostalgic Carl and the Passions 
and I973's disastrous Holland, 
the Endless Summer compila- 
tion put the Beach Bens back at 
the top of the American charts 
but also condemned them to the 
nostalgia circuit, though their hit- 
laden set often upstaged other 
artists on the same bill (Elton 
John in particular suffered ai 
Wembley Stadium in 1975). 

In 1976, Carl and various as- 
sociates appointed a therapist. 
Eugene E. Landy, to look after 
Brian, who appeared on 15 Big 
Ones. Landy's controversial 
treatment achieved results but 
later the family disapproved of 
his financial dealings (he tried 
to gain 25 per cent of Brian's fu- 
ture royalties) and sacked him 
in 1990. Subsequent Beach 
Beys albums and singles only fit- 
fully worked and Carl followed 
Dennis and Brian into cocaine 
and alcohol dependency. 

Adrian Baker (later to have 
a major hit with “Classic") even 
replaced Carl for a couple of 
years while he released a cou- 


ple of unsuccessful solo albums 
(Carl Wilson and Youngblood) at 
the beginning of the Eighties. 
The Beach Boys, the group 
that once^mbolfied the Amer- 
ican dream had become a night- 
mare. 3 sad parody of its former 
self, a franchise to be exploit- 
ed by whoever was on stage. 

Yet. even after Dennis 
drowned in December 1983, the 
band somehow carried on. “The 
idea of disbanding nev er came 
up really. The Beach Boys are 
my family. I love them afl.” de- 
clared Carl During the rest the 
Eighties, the)' appeared at live 
Aid. collaborated with Frankie 
\alli & the Four Seasons, with 
Roger McGuinn of the Bvrds, 
and more unlikely, the Culture 
Club producer Steve Levine 
and the novelty rap act the Eat 
Boys I their joint remake of the 
Surfaris’ “Wipe Out" was in the 
charts in 19S7). 

In 19SS. Brian WUson final- 
ly released a solo album and the 
Beach Bovs were inducted into 
the Rock 'o' Roll Hall of Fame. 
They even returned to the top 
of the US singles charts wiih the 
languid “Kokomo", which was 


heavily featured in the 1 988 film 
Cocktail (starring Tom Cruise). 

But the feuding started again 
with Mike Love’s claiming he 
had cowritten many of Brian’s 
songs. St31 the group carried on 
touring (recording an iO-advised 
collaboration - “Fun, Fun, Fun” 
-with Status Quo in 1996) un- 
til the end of 1997 when Carl 
was treated for lung cancer. 

Equally proficient on Fend- 
er Stratocaster, Gibson Les 
Paul or 12-string Rickenbacker, 
Cari Wilson could easily copy 
the staccato guitar style of 
Chuck Berry and especially the 
surf-guitar hero Dick Dale, and 
recreate cm stage the calefy licks 
and snappy solas which had con- 
tributed to the Beach Boys’ 
early success 35 years ago. 

Because a veritable coterie of 
session musicians (Glen Camp- 
bell, the late Ibnnny ledesco) ap- 
peared on their backing tracks, 
Cari often didn’t receive the 
credit be deserved. Vocally, he 
was easily the equal of Brian, as 
demonstrated in the exhaustive 
four-CD box-set. The Pet Sounds 
Sessions, released recently. 

- Pierre Perrone 


that Sir?” “Just drive down the 
main street and then round 
and round the town and see if 
you get blown up.” 

After demobilisation be 
joined. the family firm in the 
West Indies where his father. Sir 
Edward Davson, whom he suc- 
ceeded as second Baronet in 
1937, had built up interests in 
sugar, cattle, and timber. But he 
wanted to write. His first nov- 
el, Romania, published in 1953, 
was followed the next year by a 
second. The Jungle of Eden, 
and, in 1955,byabiographyof 
his grandmother, Elinor Glyn. 
This book, and others, was 
written in the Jane Austen vil- 
lage of Chawton, where the fam- 
ily owned a thatched cottage. 


His daughter Caroline, who 
died of heart trouble in Aus- 
tralia in 1981 and was herself a 
novelist of note, was brought up 
in the village. His younger 
daughter became a barrister. 

In 1946 Glyn bad married 
Susan, daughter of Sir Rhys 
Rhys Williams Bt. They were a 
devoted couple, and when one 
day he announced that he was 
going to become a Bohemian 
and throw away his suits she 
took it in good part. They 
moved to Paris and acquired sec- 
ond and third homes in Spain 
and Austria, finally, in the 1980s, 
retiring to the South of France. 

A prolific author, Anthony 
Glyn combined the qualities of 
humour and sadness. His 1969 


novel The Dragon Variation won 
him fame in the chess world: 
equally appreciated were The 
Ram in the Thicket ( 1957) and 
The Terminal (1965). In 1985 he 
wrote The Companion Guide to 
Paris. In his enchanting guide 
The Seine , 19 years earlier, he 
mentions so many different 
cheeses that the reader of the 
book for the Oxford English Dic- 
tionary had to give up record- 
ing them all. 

Glyn’s interests ranged wide- 
ly into mountaineering, skiing, 
and music. Once he composed 
a spoof account of the discov- 
ery of “Wagner’s last opera", 
Der Naclu Morgen (“The Morn- 
ing After”). Some people were 
taken in, by it and as a result the 


Musical Times asked him to re- 
view an entire Wagner season. 
He was also interested in mak- 
ing tapestries, and was a con- 
siderable linguist, being fluent 
in English, French, German and 
Spanish, with passable Italian, 
and a smattering of Russian. 

Imagination was, for him, 
“truer than reality”. He had 
studied Existentialism, but pre- 
ferred Heidegger to Sartre, re- 
gretting Existentialism's descent 
into politics. He would remark, 
“Are you an authentic Dasein?” 
He himself was a “free spirit”, 
though not in the bad sense of 
being amoral or regarding all 
conventional morality as un- 
reasonably trammelling. Indeed 
be never gave up his religion and 



Glyn: a Tree spirit? 

died listening to Mcftart’s Great 
Mass in C Minor. 

He was buried at Pere 
Lachaise cemetery, Paris, two 
weeks ago, considerably near- 
er to the chapel than Oscar 
Wilde. 

— G. Chowdharay-Best 


The Rev 
D. G. 

Merfyn 

Jones 

Dafydd Gwilym Merfyn Jones, 

minister of the church ’ 
nussio ^wnu .nborn 
Uan Fostinio& Merionethshire 
4 January 1916; married (two 

sons, one daughter); died 

Aberystwyth, Dyfed 2 
February 1998. 


D. G. Merfyn Jones made a last- 
ing contribution as a missionary 
tci the Indian subcontinent. The 
son of a Welsh Presbyterian 
minister, be served his denom- 
ination well for 57 years — 
remaining as “able, keen and re- 
freshing a minister as when first 
so described on arriving in India. 

Ordained in 1941, Jones ar- 
rived in the SvDiei region (which 

became part of East Pakistan af- 
ter independence, and is now in 
Bangladesh) and within six 
months he was in charge of the 
missionary station in Shaista- 
mn j, a community which had 
been showered with gifts by his 
predecessor, a kind-hearted lady 
who had spoilt the local Cohor- 
gao tribe. He had to exert dis- 
cipline and, when the gifts 
ceased, many reverted to Islam. 
They had been “rice Christians" 
or “disciples of the loaves”. 

He saw a great deal of sec- 
tarian and religious conflict, 
Moslems and Hindus murder- 
ing each other on the streets of 
SylheL, and during the Sflchar 
flood in 1946 he had to flee for 
safety in the middle of the night 
on a makeshift raft ' made of ba- 
nana wood. Jones travelled the 
wild terrain of the Hachchek 
hills, establishing three new 
churches among the Riang tribe. 

His lasting contribution was 
as a translator. A first-class lin- 
guist, he had a firm grasp of 
many languages - Khasi, Hin- 
dustani, Bengali, not forget- 
ting English and Welsh - and in 
1955 he and his wife Beryl de- 
cided to learn a new language, 
Zeme Naga. He formed a team 
under his chairmanship to trans- 
late for the first time ever por- 
tions of the New Testament 
into Zeme Naga. He translated 
two of the Gospels (Luke and 
John, as well as much of Mattb- 
ew)and edited a new hymnbook. 

He and his wife and son Ar- 
fon travelled extensively on 
foot through the Barail moun- 
tains, from their base in Haf- 
long. visiting villages where the 
Zeme Naga, Thado and Hmar 
languages were spoken. 

They returned to Wales in 
1960, and for the next 38 years 
be ministered, like his father be- 
fore him, in the Conwy valley, 
then at Trawsfynydd and Bryn- 
cnig in Merionethshire; he 
served from Swansea as travel- 
ling secretary for the Leprosy 
Mission before returning to 
Towyn in Merionethshire. 

In tins period he wrote sev- 
en novels in Welsh, all based on 
his missionary work. He won 
prizes galore for Ins Welsh po- 
etry, and wrote a fine book in 
Welsh on the missionary activ- 
ities of tiie Welsh Presbyterians 
in Sylhet-Cachur since the tnid- 
19th century, Popty Foeth (“The 
Hot Bakehouse", 1990). Merfyn 
Jones was not afraid of ex- 
pressing his own opinions, and 
his considerable experience as 
a missionary is evident. 

-D. Ben Rees 


BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


DEATHS 

ALLAN: U-Cdr J.R.. RD RNTL Jim. 
my, posed away suddenly and peace- 
fully on Thursday S February 1998 at 
Ipswich Hospital Late of Kirlim, Suf- 


folk Bdovcd husband of Maijooe. fa- 
ther of Michael, Robert and the late 
Nigel grandfather of Simon. Lauren, 
Jessica and James. Funeral Sendee at 
the United Reformed Church. Fe- 
lixstowe, on Saturday 21 February at 
lDJ5am followed by private crema- 


FYwcyFund. Fehxsmve. may be sent 
to Gordon Rodwell Funeral Director, 
79 St Andrews Road, Felixstowe, 
Suffolk. 

HOME-R1G& John, died peacehillvai 
St John's Hospia: on 6 Febraaiy 1998. 
aged 75 years. Much-laved father of 
Jennifer Bute. Funeral at Mortlake 
Crematorium at 12 noon on 12 Feb- 
ruary. Donations to R5PB. 


died on 5 February 1998 peacefully 
in Ipswich Hospital. Loved and lav- 
ing sister of Susie Marion. Funeral 
Service at Aldebtogh Parish Church, 
Suffolk, on Friday 13 February at 
3J0pm. Dorothy worked with the 
Quakers io help and reha bi li t ate dis- 
placed persons after the war In 
Poland, Germany and France. All her 
friends please come and rejoice tor 

her life. Family Bowers only, bat do- 
rta lions if desired made payable to the 
RSPCA Martlesham Brandi or the 
Cats Protection League do Tony 
Browns Funeral Service, Saxmund- 
ham. Suffolk. 


Birthdays 

Mr Lany Adler, mouth organist 84; 
Mr Robert Alston, High Commis- 
sioner to Mew Zealand, 60; Mr 
Michael Apted, film director, 57; 
Field Marshal Sir Nigel Bagnali, 
fotmer Chief of the General Staff, 71; 
Mr Peter Benson, former company 
chairman, 81; Sir Michael Bishop, 
chairman, British Midland pic, 56; 
Miss Olwyn Bowey, landscape and 
portrait painter, 62; Dr Alexander 
Comfort, physician, poet and novel- 
ist, 78; Miss Roberta Flack, singer, 
60; Mr James Alexander Gordon, 
radio announcer and presenter, 62; 
Professor John Hes/op-Hamsoo, 
botanist, 78; Field Marshal Lord 
Millie. 89; Mr Greg Norman, golfer, 
43; Lord Orr-Ewing, former MP, 86; 
Mr Nicholas Owen, television pre- 
senter and correspondent, 51; Gp 
Capt Sir Gordon Krie, former May- 
or of Westminster, 79; Miss Leontyne 
Price.sopraikx71;SirldwaiPugh,frTr- 
mcr chairman. Chartered Trust. 80; Sir 
Christopher Rose, a Lord Justice of 
Appeal, 61; Mr Mark Spitz, swimmer, 
4& Mr Robert Wagner, actor, 68. 

Anniversaries 

Births: Charles Lamb, essayist and 
poet. 1775: Howard Spring, novelist, 
1839; Boris Leonidovich Pasternak, 
novelist, 1890; Jimmy (James Fran- 
cis) “Schnozzola” Durante, comedi- 
an, 1893; William Ihtem Tildcn, 
tennis champion, 1893: Maurice 
Harold Macmillan, first Ear) of 
Stockton, statesman and publisher. 
1894; Bertolt Brecht (Eugen 
Bcrthold Friedrich), playwright and 
poeL 1898; Walter Houser Brattain, 
physicist, an inventor of tiw transis- 


tor, 1902; Lon Chaney 3 nr 
(Creighton Chancy), actor, 1906; 
Joyce Irene Grenfell, actress, writer 
and entertainer, 1910. Deaths: Hen- 
ry Smart, Lord Darnley, consort of j 
Mary, Queen of Scots, murdered 
1567; Alexander Sergeyevich 
Pushkin, author. 1837; Edgar 
Richard Horatio Wallace, thriller 
writer, 1932. On this day. Queen 
Victoria married Prince Albert of 
Saxe-Coburg-Gotba, 1840; Upper 
and Lower Canada were united, 
1841; Offenbach's Opera The Tales of 
Hoffman was first performed, Paris. 
1881; Lord Beaverbrook was ap- 
pointed as minister in charge of 
propaganda, 1918; New Deflu was in- 
augurated as capital of India, 1931; 
"Pay As You Earn" income lax was 
introduced, 1944; peace treaties 
were signed in Paris - the signatories 
being the Soviet Union, Italy, Yu- 
goslavia, Greece, France, Romania, 
Bulgaria, Hungary and Finland, 1947. 
Today is the Frost Day of St Aus- 
trebena, St Scholastics. St Soteris, St 
Thimwirr and St Wflliam of MnlevaL 

Lectures 

Taxe Gallery: Cohn Cruise, “Pre- 
Raphaelite Ideas of Beauty” , 1pm. 
British Museum: Michael Silk, 
“Why Dance? The tragic chorus 
and the meaning of tragedy” , LI 5pm. 


LAW REPORT: io February 1998 
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Policy on compelled evidence upheld on appeal 


Changing of the Guard 
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The policy of the Secretary 
of State for Trade and 
Industry to use, in 
proceedings for the 
disqualification of company 
directors, evidence obtained 
under compulsion pursuant 
to section 434 of the 
Companies Act I98S, was not 
irrational, unreasonable or 
inconsistent^ 

Begjna v Secretary State for Trade 
and Industry ex parte McCormick: 
Court of Appeal (Lord justice 
M om tt. Lord Justice Waller and Sir 
Christopher Staurfrtoni 5 February 
1998 


The Court of Appeal dismissed 
the appeal of David Austin 
McCormick against the dis- 
missal by Rimer J of his appli- 
cation for judicial review of the 
decision of the Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry to 
reiy on transcripts of evidence 
given by him tinder compulsion 
of law to inspectors appointed 


under sections 432 and 433 of 
the Companies Act 1985 (Law 
Report, 15 January 1998). 

The appellant had been a 
director of Atlantic Computers 
pic, Atlantic Computer Systems 
pic and British and Common- 
wealth Holdings pic, which 
were investigated under the 

1985 Act During the investi- 
gations the appellant was ob- 
liged, by virtue of section 434 
of the Ain, to give oral evidence 
to the inspectors. Following the 
inspectors’ report, the Secretaiy 
of State instituted proceed- 
ings under the Company Di- 
rectors Disqualification Act 

1986 against the appellant, on 
the ground that his conduct in 
relation to all three companies 
rendered him unfit to be con- 
cerned in the management of 
a company. The appellant 
sought judicial review of her 
decision to rely, in the dis- 
qualification proceedings, on 
transcripts of his evidence. 


MaOhe*' Callings ( Paers& Peters) far 
the appellant ; A. WJi. Charles and 
Janus Eadie (Treasury Solictor) for 
the Secretary of State. 

Lord Justice Morritt said that 
the grounds for the application 
for judicial review stemmed 
from the decision of the Eu- 
ropean Court of Human 
Rights in Saunders v United 
Kingdom [1977] BCC 872 that 
the use, in criminal proceed- 
ing, of compelled evidence giv- 
en to inspectors under section 
434 of the Act infringed arti- 
cle 6.1 of the European Con- 
vention on Human Rights. In 
consequence of and since that 
decision, the Secretary of State 
bad formed and applied a pol- 
icy of not using against the ac- 
cused in criminal proceedings 
transcripts of compelled evi- 
dence given by him to inspec- 
tors, whether before or after he 
was charged. 

It was Che appellant’s con- 


tention that it was irrational, 
unreasonable, inconsistent and 
contrary to the requirements of 
good public administration not 
to apply to proceedings for dis- 
qualification the same policy as 
was applied in the case of 
criminal charges, so as to ab- 
stain from using compelled 
evidence. 

He argued that the appli- 
cation for a disqualification or- 
der involved a “criminal 
charge" within the meaning of 
article 6.1 of the Convention. 
It was established by the ju- 
risprudence of the European 
Court of Human Rights that 
proceedings classified by do- 
mestic law as criminal must be 
treated as criminal for the pur- 
poses of article 6.1. If they were 
not so classified the question 
would depend upon the nature 
and severity of the penalty to 
which those who committed the 
relevant act were liable. 

A person subject to a dis- 


qualification order was not 
prevented from carrying on 
any commercial activity in his 
own name (save those of a re- 
ceiver, liquidator or company 
promoter, etc). Its effect was to 
remove the privilege of doing 

so through a limited company 

Although those consequences 
were severe and had been de- 
scribed as penal, they did not 
involve a deprivation of liber- 
ty, livelihood or property. It was 
clear that the Secretary of 
State was not bound to treat 
disqualification proceedings as 
if they involved a criminal 
charge rather than the deter- 
mination of dvfl rights and 
obligations. 

There was nothing irra- 
tional, unreasonable or incon- 
sistent in the Secretary of 
State’s decision. The judge 
had been right to dismiss 
the application for judicial 
review. 

- Kate O’Honfon, Barrister 
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° n ^ nt ^s thundering back into UK equities, Merrill Lynch survey reveals 

UK fond managers are ... for Kurooear 
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, ' led 10 dramaiic cuts in cash holdings, 
in the December 1997 Merrill Lynch 
~T U f survey, cash made up 7.6 per cent 
a typical fond manager’s portfolio, the 
ragn«i level seen since September J990. 
in early February, by contrast, cash made 
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up just 5.8 per cent of the typical portfolio. 

The move from cash to equities looks 
set to continue over the coming months. 
Those fond managers planning to reduce 
cash outnumber those planning to in- 
crease it by 35 per cent, a three year high. 

The recent upheaval in Asia has failed 
to deter UK fond managers from invest- 
ing in slocks. 83 per cent of managers ex- 
pect the Asian crisis to have only a 
“marginal" effect on UK corporate earn- 
ings, and just 15 per cent say the Asian crisis 
poses a significant threat. 

US fund managers, in contrast arc far 


more concerned about the fall-out from the 
Far East, with 23 per cent expecting US cor- 
porate earnings to take a “significant" hit. 

There is no evidence that the recent rash 
into equities has been at the expense of UK 
bonds. UK fund managers remain strong 
buyers of gilts, with a balance of 22 percent 
planning to increase their holdings - the 
same as in December 1997. 

Not all UK equities arc equally popular, 
though, with fond managers showing a 
marked preference for larger companies. A 
record 79 percent of managers prefer FTSH 
100 stocks to smaller FTSE 250 stocks. 


UK fund managers* taste for equities is 
not confined solely to the domestic arena- 
Mr Greetham said: “UK fond managers 
are also buying international equities, even 
those in the Pacific. Stocks in Hong Kong 
and Thailand are gaining support at the ex- 
pense of the more defensive Australian mar- 
ket." A net balance of 14 per amt of UK 
fond managers were buying Asian equities 
in the February survey. In the January and 

December surveys, most UK fond manage 5 
were selling Asian stocks. 

Elsewhere, fond managers on the Con- 
tinent shared the optimism of their UK 


New Argos chief to 
collect £l0,000-a-day 
# if GUS bid succeeds 


Stuart Rose, brought in 
yesterday to spearhead 
. Argos’ defence against 

a £l.6bn hostile bid by 

Great Universal Stores, 
stands to collect 
£540,000 for 60 days 1 
work if the company fails 
to keep its independence, 
Nigel Cope, City 
Correspondent, reports. 

Mr Rose will lead rhe Argos de- 
fence in the absence of Mike 
Smith, the group’s chief exec- 
^ utive who is seriously fli at 
* home and unable to fulfil his 
foil duties. Argos had to move 
quickly to fill the void and Mr 
Rose bad the twin benefits of 
being available as well as high- 
ly regarded. 

Mr Rose left the Burton 
Group at the time of the de- 
merger in July with a pay-off of 
around £600.000. He was later 
linked with the chief executive 
position at WH Smith. 

Ar Argos he wiB be on a two- 
year contract with an annual 
salary of £320.00, plus a sup- 
plement of £40,000 and a join- 
ing fee of £180,000. His 
contract states that “if there is 
a change of control of Argos be- 
fore 9 February 1999" he will 
receive one years salary, plus 
the £40,000 supplement as well 
H as the joining fee. This means 
' that even if he loses the bid bat- 

tle, be will have been paid 


£540,000 - or £10,000 a day - 
for the 60-day bid period. 

You have to pay the going 
rate for a retailer with my ex- 
perience," be said. He added 
that the salary was not signifi- 
cantly more than he received 
during his final year at Burton 

He said he was looking for- 
ward to marshalling Argos’ de- 
fences though he admitted that 
he had never fought a bid be- 
fore. “I’m naturally delighted to 
be doing the job. I have been 
waiting for just his kind of op- 
portunity.” 

Mr Rose, 48, left Burton in 
July amid reports of a man- 
agement rift over the de-merg- 
er. Mr Rose had been chief 
executive of Burton’s multi- 
ples business including Burton 
Menswear, Dorothy Perkins 
and Principles. But John Ho- 
erner. Burton’s chief execu- 
tive look the top job at Arcadia, 
the new name for the multiples 



Stuart Rose: “You have to 
pay the going rate for a 
retailer with my e x perience’ 


business while Terry Green was 
made head of Debenhams. Mr 
Rose left with a pay off of 
£6011,000 and has since been do- 
ing consultancy work. 

Mr Rose bad joined the 
Burton group in 1989. Before 
that he worked at Marks & 
Spencer for 12 years. 

Analysts welcomed the ap- 
pointment saying Mr Rose was 
a proven retailer. Tony Shirct 
at Credit Suisse First Boston 
said: “It is obviously a positive 
move for Argos. He [Mr Rose] 
was successful at Burton and 
part of a very good team." 

Some analysts questioned 
Mr Rose's relative lack of ex- 
perience in home shopping 
and the “hard goods" sectors in 
which Argos specialises. How- 
ever. Mr Rose said he has 
worked in the housewares and 
toys sections at Debenhams. 

Sir Richard Lloyd, Argos' 
chairman, said: “We have been 
talking to Stuart since the ex- 
tent of Mike Smith’s illness be- 
came apparent It is a testament 
to the strength of the Argos 
brand and business that be has 
agreed to joining Argos at this 
time.” 

Mr Rose said he was “in it for 
the long form “ and was confi- 
dent that Argps could defeat the 
GUS approach. He said he was 
committed to demonstrating 
the value of Argos as an inde- 
pendent business. “It is a good 
business, with a strong brand and 
a good franchise,." he said 

Outlook, page 21 



The strength of the pound and Asian turmoil clipped BAH wings in the third quarter 
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the UK beweeo 2 ®<1 4 ^Zterson 
Outlook, page 21 


BA slashes 
cabin crew 
bill by a third 

British Airw^shas dashed the . 

wages bfll for some of hs cab- 
in crew by nearly one-third 
since the settlement of last 
year’s strike which cost the air- 
line £l25m. 

BA dfcdosed yesterday that 

a fifth of its 15,000 strong cab- 
in crew had been re-employed 
on salaries which are 30 per 
cent lower. The cut in the 
wages bill helps explain bow 
BA achieved a 7 per cent im- 
provement in productivity in 
the third, quarter even though 
it took on another 2^00 staff 

The efficiency improve- 
ments, were not enough to 
mask the impact of the strong 
pound, the Asian economic 
meltdown and last Decem- 
ber’s Heathrow fire which con- 
spired ro lower profits by 29 per 

cent for the three months Oc- 
tober to December. 

Profits for the period de- 
clined from £1 13m tofSOtn due 
mainly to a£42m exchange rate 
loss caused by the strength of 
sterling. However, BA was also 
hit by an unexpected £32m 
charge from General Electric 
for engine maintenance work 
on the BA fleet 

The slump in bookings and 
reduction in yields caused by 
the downturn in Asia is esti- 
mated to have reduced profits 
by £15m-£20m. 

SirCblin Marshall, BA chair- 
man. said: Overall trading con- 
ditions are expected to remain 
favourable despite difficult con- 
ditions in the Far East and the 
political situation in the GuH" 
- Midhad Harrison 
Investment column, page 20 
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Retail sector adds to pressure for 
higher rates as industry prices stay flat 


* 


* 


The chasm between the 
fortunes of consumers and - 
industry grew wider last month 
as high street sales boomed 
while inflation at the factory 
gate matched the lowest rate in 
35 years. It left economists al- 
most ready to rule out any fur- 
ther increase in interest rates. 

City experts will look to the 
Bank of England’s quarterly 
Inflation Report, due next week, 
for confirmation of their hope 
that rates have reached a peak. 
The report is expected to show 
underlying inflation on target, 

despite concerns about pay 
pressures and spending. 

New • figures yesterday 
showed there was no change in 
prices manufacturers charged 
for their goods in January and 
the year-on-year inflation rate 
declined to 0.7 per cent. This • 
was the lowest since July 1986, 
itself the lowest since 3963 
when the statistics begin. 

Core prices, excluding voL 
atile components such as food 
and petrol, fell 0J percent dur- 
ing the month, taking the annual 
rate of growth to 0.6 percent. 


The drop in oil prices - 
down 8.7 per cent during one 
month in sterling terms - took 
the cost of materials in 
manufacturing to a level nearly 
10 per cent lower than a year 
ago. Input prices are only 4 per 
cent higher than they were a 
decade ago. 

But there are enough signs 
of strength in consumer spend- 
ing and the jobs market to 
keep analysts reluctant to con- 
dude there was absolutely no 
danger of another rate rise.- 

The latest signal was a 
survey of retailers showing a 
boom in January sales, with 
nearly a fifth of the recipients 
of free buQding society shares 
saying they had spend some of 
the windfall Hie British Retail 
Consortium reported a 9 per 
cent rise in the value of sales in 
the year to January, or 6.1 per 
cent on a like-for-like baas. 

Both were the highest since 
the autumn of 1996, although 
the BRC stressed the trend in 
the latest three months togeth- 
er was weaker than last summer. 
The Consortium also empha- 


sised the fact that shoppers bad 
been bargain-hunting. 

“Retailers suggested that 
customers appear to have be- 
come more astute in delaying 
major purchases until the Jan- 
uary sales stoned,” the report 
said. There was support for this 
in the detail which showed a big 
rush in the first two weeks of the 
year for electrical goods 

Bridget RosewdL the BRCs 
economic adviser, said: “These 
results support last week's de- 
cision by the Bank of England 
not to raise interest rates.” 

A survey of recipients of 
building society share windfalls 
conducted in December shewed 
18 per cent intended to spend 
some of their saved proceeds in 
the January sales, and a further 
13 per cent said they might do so. 

The continuing uncertainty 
about how much weight to put 
on the strength of consumer 
spending as opposed to the 
weakness of manufacturing 
means today’s figures for retail 
prices and tomorrow’s for av- 
erage earnings will be closely 
scrutinised. David 'Walton, an 


economist at Goldman Sachs, 
said: “There is no threat at ah 
of inflationary pressures in the 
manufacturing sector. The 
problem for the inflation out- 
look lies ha the service sector 
and the effect of the tight jobs 
market on wages.” 

Ciaran Barr, of Morgan 
Deutsche Grenfell, said it was 
another “benign” set of data but 
said the Bank of England would 
have to raise rates again. 

•There is no real sjgn of sig- 
nificant inflationary pressure 
emanating from the industrial 
sector as the twin pressures of 
sterling strength and Asian tur- 
moil take their tolL 

“But going forward, it is go- 
ing to be the labour market, the 
service sector that are of more 
concern to the Bank of Eng- 
land. This could be a re-run of 
last year when the industrial sec- 
tor gave out virtually no infla- 
tionary pressures yet the Bank 
tightened in response to the in- 
flationary pressures elsewhere 
in the economy." 

— Diane Coyie 
Outlook, page 21 
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West Bromwich ’sold defective mortgages’ 


West Bromwich Building 
Society provided 
dangerous, risky and 
defective mortgages to 
unwary elderly borrowers 
- even though it was dear 
they could be left with 
mounting debts and little 
chance of repaying them, 
a court heard yesterday. 
Andrew Verity reports. 

Months after being warned by 
regulators that the mortgages 


were dangerous. West 
Bromwich went on selling them 
to hundreds of vulnerable cus- 
tomers, the High Court heard. 

The Investors Compensation 
Scheme is suing West Bromwich 
for at least £35m over the sale of 
Home Income Plans (HIPs) to 
750 borrowers. Hie plans offered 
the prospect of a lifetime income 
and lump sum by releasing the 
equity in the house. 

Two groups of investors, col- 
lectively titled “Alford" and “Ar- 
mitage", are separately suing 
West Bromwich in an effort to 
abolish the mortgages. 


Under the plans, investment 
inoome would repay the mortgage 
unless the loan, together with in- 
terest, amounted to more than 40 
percent of the house value. 

Geoffrey Vos QC, for the 
ICS, said West Bromwich knew, 
or should have known, that bor- 
rowers would be left with 
mounting debts they could not 
repay tf ho use prices went down. 

Mr Vbssaki'Tbe society (fid 
act care whether the eligihle ap- 
plicants [for the HIPs] bad any 
means or not. In fact it was al- 
ways clear to West Bromwich 
Building Society that borrowers 


had no, or very little, income 
from which' they could make 
mortgage repayments if that 
became necessary." 

“Wart Bromwich knew from 
the very beginning that proper- 
ty values do not necessarily 
keep on rising," Mr Vos said. 

Nicholas Padfield QC, for 
West Bromwich Building Soci- 
ety, said there could be no claim 
against the society because the 
responsibility lay with the inde- 
pendent financial adviser which 
sold the mortgages in 1989, 
Fisher Prew Smith, which went 
into liquidation in 1991. 


City up in arms over software merger 


The Cjty is up in arms about the 
£71m takeover bid for Rolfe & 
Nolan, the derivatives software 
specialist, by its US rival Sun- 
Gar d. Some of the biggest 
banks in the Square Mile are 
worried the deal will give the 
combined group a monopoly 
over computer systems for fu- 
tures and options trading. 

Leading City banks are lin- 
ing up to lobby the Government 


about SunGarcT s acquisition of 
Rolfe & Nolan. They are likely 
to take up their fears with the 
Office of Fair Trading, which is 
investigating into the deal. 

Rolfe & Nolan specialises in 
providing computer software to 
City institutions which is used 
primarily to process futures 
and options transactions. With 
SunGard, it dominates the 
market for such software. 


When the acquisition of 
Rolfe & Nolan was announced 
last Thursday few people out- 
side the City raised an eyebrow. 
Shareholders welcomed the 
525p a shore offer, which rep- 
resented a 46 per cent premium 
to Rolfe & Nolan’s closing 
share price. The deal also had 
the backing of the group’s di- 
rectors, who together gross 
more than £5m from their 


shares and options if the deal 
goes ahead. 

However, Rolfe & Nolan 
are still confident that the deal 
will be sanctioned. Peter Day 
said yesterday. “Rolfe & Nolan 
and SunGard wiD be major sup- 
pliers. But it is a very large mar- 
ket and there are many small 
software companies that could 
introduce these systems." 

- Andrew Yates 


CURRENCIES 






ll.J«l)M 


■mu 


ITT? 



' ^11 

1.8166 

+1.41W 

I|&? 

Ybn 



■Esa 

WEmmm 

IFv-i.v 

£ index 


M Sindac 


wmmi 


OTHER INDICATORS 





am or 

tr*» 

MB 

»* »*■ 



■ '"Tl 1 '' J 


~~rS 


■ ' 111' ■ 



■fl 






www.Woomberg.com/uk source: Bloomberg 


TOURIST RATES 



Auso-ate (dollars) 

2.3620 

Italy (lira) 

7JBSB 

Austria (schillings) 

20.23 

Japan (yen) 

20119 

Belgium (francs) 

5938 

Malta (lira) 

0.6266 

Canada ($) 

12881 

F 

2 

1 

Z 

3.2428 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.8429 

Norway (kroner) 

12.07 

Denmark (kroner) 

11.03 

Portugal (escudos) 

292.47 

Finland (markka) 

8.7900 

Spain (pesetas) 

243.56 

Prance (francs) 

9.6551 

South Afrira (rand) 

7.7193 

Germany (marks) 

2.8900 

Sweden (kroner) 

12.96 

Greece (drachmei) 

456.81 

Switzerland (francs) 

13332 

Hong Kong ($) 

031 

Turkey (lira) • 

347,917 

Ireland (punts) 

1.1454 

USA<$) 

1.6058 



Source: Thomas Cook 



toes for indication purposes only 
















+ 


The independent 

TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY 1998 
20 


20/BUSINESS 




THE INVESTMENT COLUMN 

EDITED W an DREW YATES 

PizzaExpress still pizza Express: At a gl 
loo ks tasty ra * ue; £47am ' shara prt “ 721 # < + 


Pizza Express: At a glance 

Martet value: £47Bm. share price 721 Jp (+34_5p) 

Trading record 1995 1996 1997 1996/7 1997/8 


PizzaExpress has proved to be a 
mouth-watering investment over the 
last five years. Its posh pizza restaurants 
have continued to pick up a bigger slice 
of the market From downmarket rivals 
and the company now owns and 
operates 153 outlets plus eight fran- 
chised restaurants and sells a stagge ring 
10 million pizzas a year. 

Yesterday Pizza&cpress produced 
another dream topping with pre-tax 
profits for the six months to December 
up 49 percent at £9. 4 ed. The strong set 
of interim figures benefited from a full 
contribution from 32 previously fran- 
chised restaurants that it mainly ac- 
quired in November 1996. Although the 
results did raise one concern. Margins 
in the existing restaurants fell over the 
period from 20.4 to 19.7 percent due 
to exceptional staff and training costs. 
But the margins squeeze did not stop 
the share price jumping 35 Jp to 721.5p 
yesterday, helped by a 24 per cent in- 
crease in the interim dividend to l.G5p. 

However, the biggest worry for 
investors is that this rapid rate of growth 
could slow down. With half of the 
profits and turnover still coining from 
outlets inside the M25 ring road, the 
group has scope to open plenty of new 
sites throughout the country. But the 
rate of expansion in the UK is likely 
to slow within a few years. 

PizzaExpress* long-term growth will 
depend on its ability to expand over- 
seas. Can. for example, the group 
make a success of selling pizzas to the 
Italians or crack America, the biggest 
pizza market in the world? The 
company believes saturation will not 
happen in the UK until the early mil- 
lennium aDd by then the overseas 
business will be ready to lake over. 

However, expansion abroad is still 
in its infancy. Sites have opened in 
France. India, Cyprus and soon Russia. 
But it is unclear bow profitable these 
ventures will be and how fast the group 
will be able (o expand in each country. 

The share price has fallen 15 per 
cent since last December after several 
directorssold their stock and City whiz 
kids. Luke Johnson and Hugh Osmond, 
took a back seat to concentrate on their 
other business interests. Even so. the 
shares are still highly rated. UBS, has 
downgraded full-year profits by £lm to 


Turnover (Son) 
Pre-tax profits (£m) 


30.7 445 


a — haff year — , 
30.65 47.6 


Earnings per share (p) 8.4 

Dividends per share (p) 2.00 

Restaurants opened 

1-1998 estimate) 

35- 


102 16.1 


13.6 20.1 


220 3.13 



Share price 

penes 



93 94 95 96 97 98* 


£22 3m, putting the shares on a mul- 
tiple of 28- times forecast earnings. That 
said, investors should hold on, as 
PizzaExpress has rarely disappointed 
in the past and could still prove to be 
a very tasty investment if overseas 
expansion takes off. 

BA runs into 
more turbulence 


British Airways has been a low-flying 
stock for the best part of a year now. 
Every time the outlook begins to im- 
prove the business runs into another 
bout of turbulence. Hence the dismal 
performance of BA’s shares, which are 
trading at a near 40 per cent discount 
to the market. 

The latest jolt was an unexpected 
£3 2m bill from General Electric for 
engine repair work. The charge, together 
with a £42m exchange rate loss and the 
£5m cost of December's fire at Heath- 
row, conspired to drive third-quarter 
profits down by 30 per cent to £80m. 

However, the underlying picture is 


93 94 95 96 97 98 


not actually quite that bad. BA is still 
confident of achieving £600m savings 
next year from its “business efficiency 
plan” and has already re-employed a 
fifth of its cabin crew on 30 per cent 
less pay following last year’s settlement. 

Meanwhile, productivity is up 7 per 
cent, even though BA has added 
another 2*200 staff, and yields are up 
by an underlying 7 per cent stripping 
out currency effects. 

Market sentiment to the airline 
may, therefore, be on the turn at last. 
Hie big uncertainty, however, remains 
the outcome of BAs long-delayed al- 
liance with American Airlines. The 
conciliatory noises coming out of BA 
and Brussels and the eagerness of Pres- 
ident Clinton and Prime Minister Blair 
to seal an open-skies agreement sug- 
gests the final denouement from the 
European Competition Commissioner 
Karel van Miert is at hand. 

But the devil will be in the detail - 
300 slots sacrificed immediately is a lot 
different to 300 dots fed out into the mar- 
ket over, say. four years. What’s more, 
some wise old airline birds reckon open 
skies mil equal the mother of all price 
wars, which would dent BAs yields. 


Dresdner Kjefnwort Benson is pen- 
cilling in profits of putting the 

shares, up 7p at 560p, on a measly 
protective multiple of 10. But wait to 
see the whites of Mr Wan Mlert’s eyes 
before climbing on board. 

Northamber blip 
should not deter 


Perhaps it’s understandable that in- 
vestors with long memories are wary of 
Northamber. Shareholders in the com- 
puter distributor almost lost their shirts 
during the recesson, when it crashed to 
alosa Even so, those who picked tbe right 
time to buy are sitting on a tidy profit. 2h 
the past five years, Northamber shares 
have risen from 125p to a high of255p. 

Yesterday’s lOp feD in the share prke, 
to 245p, should be seen in that cornea. 
After a strong run, investors dearly 
thought this was the time to lock in some 
profits. But Northamber shares still don't 
look expensive. On yesterday's results, 
which showed a 14.5 per cent increase in 
pre-tax profits toSAJbm, tbe shares trade 
on a historical canrinffi multipl e of just 14 

Clearly, Northamber is subject to the 
vagaries of the PC industry, even though 
it sells to more stable business customers, 
rather than in the cut-throat consumer 
market. The comment that it had in- 
creased its bad debt provisions follow- 
ing the collapse of several computer 
assembly companies would be enough 
to give any investor tbe jitters But in 
some ways the inclusion of the provi- 
sion, which Northamber would not dis- 
close but described as “prudent", only 
makes its results more impressive. 

Then there’s channel assembly - the 
business of putting parts into computers 
at the last posable minute before they are 
sold to the customer - which Northam- 
ber does for Hewlett Packard and IBM. 
Competition from direct sales companies 
such as Dell has forced others to 
increasingly customise their product to 
make sure customers get the parts tho,’ 
want. Channel Assembly currently 
accounts for one-fifth of Northamber's 
business, and is growing quickly. 

So Northamber's growth, though 
not without its risk, is set to continue for 
several years. Add to that the possibility 
that chairman and majority shareholder. 
David Phillips, might sell out to a larger 
bidder, and investors have every reason 
to hold on to their Northamber shares. 


Astec upbeat on results as 
it fends off Emerson bid 


The bitter battle between Astec 
(BSR) and Emerson Electric, its 
major shareholder, heated np 
yesterday as the electronics 
group gave an upbeat assess- 
ment of its future prospects. 

Unvdlmg its full-year results, 
Astec forecast a growth rate of 
more than 7 per cent and said 
it was “weU-positioned to meet 
its continued sales growth and 
earnings objectives”. 

Meanwhile. Aslec’s inde- 
pendent directors called on 
shareholders to oppose a mo- 
tion seeking to remove three ex- 
ecutive directors from the 
board. Emerson has requisi- 
tioned an extraordinary general 
meeting, to be held on 9 March, 
to remove Mike Arrowsmith, 
the finance director, and two 
other executives from the board 
and replace them with Emerson 
appointees. The move would 
give Emerson a majority cm the 


Pearson sells 
satellite stake 


Pearson, the international 
media company, has sold its 
Stake in SES. which owns the 
Astra satellite system, to an un- 
named European investment 
company for £160m. 

Greg Dyke, Pearson's Tele- 
virion chairman and chief ex- 
ecutive, said tbe deal was in line 
with Pearson's strategy of dis- 
posing of “passive broadcasting 
investments which do not offer 
any real advantage to our ac- 
tively managed production and 
distribution businesses ". 

Pearson, which owns the Fi- 
nancial Times and the Econo- 
mist, is sp inning off minority 
stakes and expanding its tele- 
vision production unit, in pur- 
suit of chief executive Marjorie 
Scardino's goal oF doubling the 
company's value by 2002. 

Analysts said Pearson's strat- 
egy raised the question of when 
it would sell its 43 per cent stake 
in British Sky Broadcasting. 
Pearson shares fell 5p to S20p 
yesterday. BSkvB's shares were 
unchanged at 372p. 


board and allow it to cany out 
its threat to suspend Astec's div- 
idend payments. 

But Astec’s directors yes- ^ 
terday said they considered 
of the three men “to bfe 
very important to the company’s 
future prosperity” and argued 
the strong results showed the 
quality of Astec’s management. 

Last week, institutional 
shareholders inducting Royal & 
SunAUiance and Electra Flem- 
ing, revealed they were consid- 
ering legal action against 
Emerson on the grounds that it 
had acted with, “unfair preju- 
diced against minority share- 
holders. The institutions hope 
to bring their case to court by 
the end of next week. 

Astec’s results contradict 
the warning issued by Emerson 
last month when it made an in- 
formal bid for the 49 per cent 
of Astec ft does iMJt already own. 


At the time, Emerson said that 
the upheaval in Far Eastern 
markets was likely to damage 
Astec’s business. 

However, Astec yesterday 
claimed that instability in Asian 
currencies had a “mmimal iin- 
pacr" on sales. Indeed, it argued 
that the currency devaluations 
had benefited the company by 
allowing it to sell more cheaply 
from its Asian currency base. 

A spokesman for Emerson 
said the statement contained 
“nothing new". In a further em- 
barrassment for Emerson, the 

statement was signed by Howard 
Lance, the Astec chief executive 
appointed by Emerson. 

Astec shares reacted posi- 
tively to the results, rising 2p to 
I27p. When Emerson an- 
nounced its intention to make 
an offer at the prevailing mar- 
ket price, the shares were Hip. 

- Peter Thai Larsen 


Body Shop replaces US chief 


Body Shop has replaced the 
chief executive of its troubled 
American operations following 
tbe continued underperfor- 
mance of the business. Steen 
Kanter is leaving as president 
and chief executive of Body 
Shop Inc after just 17 months 
' in the job. He will be replaced 
by David Edward, chairman of 
Body Shop Inc and a member 
of tbe management team which 
set up the group’s operations in 
the US 10 years ago. 

Mr Kanter was not a main 
board director and so neither his 
pay or contract details are dis- 
closed. However, it is expected 
that he will receive substantial 
compensation. Body Shop said 
that Mr Kanter was leaving “to 
pursue other interests". 

COMPANY RESULTS' 


The American market has 
been a continuing problem for 
Body Shop and the business has 
been struggling with weak sales 
and fierce competition in a cut- 
throat market. In its Christinas 
trading statement Body Shop 
said its sales in America were 

down 4 per cent on the same pe- 
riod last year. Body Shop has 
been badly affected by rivals 
such as Bath & Body Works 
rolling out new stores at the rate 
of one a week. 

John Richards of NatWest 
Securities said the culture of 
Body Shop sometimes made it 
diffi cult for outsiders to come 
in. Mr Kanter joined the group 
from Lechters, a US homewares 
company. 

-Mgs/ Cope 
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Fewer than 

20 employees? 

Have your say on 

a law that could 

affect your 

business 

and help disabled people. 


The Disability Discrimination Act protects disabled people against discrimination. 
The employment part of the Act currently affects companies with 20 or more staff, but the 
Government is consulting on whether this limit should be lowered to cover smaller 
organisations like your own. To have your say, hold of a consultation document by 
calling 0345 622 633, textphone 0345 622 644 quoting SEF2, or fill in this coupon and 
send ft to DDA Information Line, FREEPOST MID 02164 Stratford-upon-Avon, CV37 9BR. 
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£10 Conran lunch 

The Independent and Independent on Sunday in association with Terence Conran are 
delighted to offer readers the opportunity to enjoy lunch or early evening supper at 
six of London’s top restaurants throughout February for £10 . 

Until Saturday February 28th, the following establishments are offering readers a 
two course lunch or early evening supper for just £10 per person. 

How to Book 

To participate in the offer simply collect one token (tokens will be printed every day until Sat- 
urday February 28th) and then telephone the restaurant of your choice quoting yourself as an 
Independent diner. On your arrival at the restaurant you should present your token in order 
co qualify for the offer. Each token is valid for a complete table booking. The tokens will be 
valid for one week only, and will be dated accordingly. To continue to participate m the offer, 
simply collect a token from the week in which you wish to dine. Pre-booking is essential and 

all bookings are subject to availability. 

A special discount is available on selected items in the Bluebird and Le Pont de la Tour shops 

cm presentation of the token. 
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BLUEBIRD 
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ZINC 

BAR •GRILL 



Blue Print Cafe 
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The Independent offer is available at the 
following restaurants: 

Bluebird 350 King's Road. London, 3W3 5UU 
0171 559 (000 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm. early evening supper 6pm - 7pm 

Blue Print Cafe The Design Museum. 28 Shad Thames. London, SEf 

0171 378 7031 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm. early evening supper 6pm -7pm* 

Le Pont de la Tour Bar & Grill 36d Shad Thames, London SE1 7YP 
0171403 8403 . ^onaon, at ( 2Tfc 

Lunch.l2noon - 3pm. earty evening supper 6pm -7pm ' 

Mezzo 100 VV^rdour Street. London, WlV 3LE 

0171 3144000 

Lunch 1 2noon - 3pm. earty evening supper 6pm - 7pm 
dosed Saturday lunchtime, open Sunday 12pm - 4pm 

?I7I 930°6767 6 ^ ^ ^t*™*'* 1 tXXldon ' SWl Y 6AL . 

Lunch 1 2 noon - 3pm. early evening supper 5.30pm - 6.30pm 

0m 255 8899 ri '* * ^ ' *-*■ ^ndon. W1R7LF 
The special 3 course menu is available between (2noon and 7 n~, 

Tbe offer e available 7 days a week at all she restaurants 

■ Cosed Ihjm 6pm on Sunday Offer n« a*** ^ ^ ^ ft . |+ 
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Don’t risk running against the thundering herd 
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OUTLOOK 

on fund managers’ 
dash from, cash, 

FEARS OVER PRICES, 
ARGOS' PAY SCALES 
AND the latest 
CHALLENGE FOR 
THE recs 


When the last bear turns bullish, the saying 
“ n V* 16 time 10 turn bearish. If 
ihi J**?* 10 tWs tine of contrary 
tnmking, the latest Merrill Lynch Gallup 

Tvey or UK fund managers provides 
Plenty of food for thought. After more 

t 3 ° f dilherin & °n the sidelines, 
UK pension fund managers have suddenly 
dcaded to plunge back into the stock mar- 
*Mt with a vengeance. 

Id December, cash made up 7.6 per 
cent of the average portfolio - the high- 
est figure since September 1990. Over the 
last month, however, that position has dra- 
matically reversed. The average cash po- 
sition has fallen back sharply to 5.8 per 
cent of assets and, by the look of it, is des- 
tined to fall further still. Those planning 
to reduce cash outnumber those planning 
to raise it t>y 35 per cent, a three-year high. 
Their main target, moreover, is CJK eq- 
uities. No wonder the UK stock market 
56611 such a dramatic rise so far this 
year. The FTSE 100 index alone is up more 
than 9 per cent. What’s going oh here? 

Partly it’s the obvious truism that cash 
hasn't yet paid. Those strongly into cash 
last year- PD FM, Gartmore, MAM, and 
Schroders - all found themselves bottom- 
quartile performers despite the wobble in 
equity markets caused by the crisis in the 
Rir East. Furthermore, there is a general 
belief that interest rales have reached their 
cyclical peak and will be on the wane from 
the summer onwards. Short sterling is 
pricing in the risk of another small increase 
over the next month or two but it’s all 
downhill after that. 


There are also lots of micro reasons 
why UK equities look good value, For a 
start they weren't nearly such good 
performers last year as continental or US 
equities, for which there appears no good 
reason other than the general caution of 
UK fund managers. Consolidation and 
capital restructurings in British industry 
and commerce are creating a shortage of 
equity to boot, which in itself is driving up 
prices. 

So perhaps the pension funds are 
right to turn bullish once more. Given how 
wrong most of them got it last year, their 
judgement is obviously open to question. 
Ail the same, now's probably not the time 
to be running against ibe bent you’re likely 
to be trampled under hoof if you do. 

Falling prices don’t 
mean deflation 

Commodity prices are falling, the strung 
pound is keeping imports cheap, and in- 
dustiy is so deep in the doldrums that man- 
ufacturers stand no chance of pushing 
through increases in the price of their 
products. The circumstances could not be 
more favourable for keeping inflation low, 
as yesterday's figures seemed to confirm. 

Add to that picture the possible effects 
of the Asian financial crisis on world-wide 
growth and the expected slowdown in the 
US, and it is perhaps not surprising that 
some pundits have started to predict de- 
flation - falling prices in absolute terms 
- for the first time since the Great 


Depressoa Not surprising, but premature. 
Inflationary pressures are probably weak 
enough to make deflation more of a pos- 
sibility now than at any time in the past 
60 years, but even so the deflation fear 
stems seems to stem more from over- 
generalisation than anything else. 

Stan with the Asian effect The fall in 
Pacific Rim exchange rales, combined with 
a glut of some of the products they 
produce, such as semiconductors and 
cars, is dramatically cutting the sterling cost 
of these goods. But this probably doesn’t 
mean a massive flood of cheap imports. 
The Asian economies are in no position 
to buy the imported materials, gel the 
trade credit or invest in the extra capac- 
ity they would need for this to happen. 

The price of some some goods ami ser- 
vices - communications and IT in partic- 
ular - is falling rapidly, and their quality 
improving. But this isn’t deflation either, 
it is a change in relative prices that always 
graces goods at this stage in their life-cyde. 
It happened with TVs and cameras too. 
Cheaper consumer electronics did not 
mean that prices across the economy as 
a whole started to fall in the 1960s. The 
price of wages - much less well behaved 
than the price of goods - is the more im- 
portant signal. 

Besides, against this incredibly 
favourable background, the UK still man- 
ages to have underlying inflation above- 
target and above the rates in almost all 
the rest of the industrialised world. It is 
still loo early to relax completely about 
meeting the 15 per cent inflation target. 


never mind start worrying about defla- 
tionary dangers. 

A rosy future even 
if befalls ... 

Poor Stuart Rose. He's been out of ajob 
since July, having been passed ewer for both 
top jobs in the now demerged Burton 
Group. For awhile, it looked as if he Wght 
shoe hom his way into the vacant cbtef ex- 
ecutive's shoes at WH Smith, but that 
strategy foiled too. Everyone deserves a 
break, however, and thanks to Mike 
Smith’s illness, he now finds himself para- 
chuted in to man the defences at Argos. 

Someone's got to do it, and it may well 
be that Mr Rose was cheap at the price. 
Certainly he was immediately available, 
unlike most other capable retailers. Even 
so, Mr Rose must be feeling tike he 
won the lottery, For if be fails to see off 
GUS, he'll be trousering £540,000 byway 
of consolation prize. Not bad for less than 
two months work. This may be an old fesh- 
ioned view, but surely that sort of money 
is usually reserved for outstanding busi- 
ness success? 

Beckett signs up 
to electricity split 

Never a dull moment in the electricity in- 
dustry. No sooner has it seen off the threat 
from British Gas to the 12 domestic mo- 
nopolies that make up the market than the 


Goveremsut is aboul to recommend 

-Ssssssss: 

liTmonopolywires^^t^butot 

Board of Tfctde, Margaret Beckett, is 

— SS32S5SSB 

tasssssssz 

the highly profitable wires buswe^So 
there’s an obvious case forgoing 
aration route. What is less dear B bow the 
two legs should be split apart TOD snnple 
ring fencing of the WO suffice or will the 
authorities insist on separate ownership. 

For the US utilities that now own the 
industry the quid pm quo may be that 
separation of the businesses may be the 
trigger for a series of mergers m supply 
and distribution, enabling the RECSs t° 
create new economies of scale. Meanwhile, 
Ed 'Wallis at FowerGen is wondering 
whether there will be room at the table 
for the generators too. Whether Mrs 
Beckett has an equal appetite for his kind 
of vertical integration as well remains less 
obvious. Certainly, it would kick against 
the idea of separating supply and distri- 
bution, so the omens aren’t good 


Courtaulds delays plans for 
Far Eastern Tencel plant 


Governor Bush blocks lawyers’ payments in Texan tobacco lawsuit 


Asia’s growing economic 
crisis has forced 
Courtaulds, the 
chemicals group, to 
postpone plans for the 
construction of a £l50m 
fibre plant in the Far 
East. As Andrew Yates 
reports, the news came 
as Korean giant Hyundai 
confirmed It was . 
delaying work on its UK 
factory. 


Gordon Campbell, chief exec- 
utive of Courtaulds, said : “We 
were looking to set up a plant 
in Indonesia or Korea. But 
now we would like a bit of time 
to see what happens over 
there.” 


The new plant would have 
produced Tencel, Courtaulds’ 
new “wonder fibre” and its 
location was to be announced 
last aut umn. The news came as 
Hyundai, the Korean elec- 
tronics group, confirmed long- 
running rumours it was 
delaying construction work at 
its Scottish plant 

-Building delays at the 
group’s new £120m Tbncel fac- 
tory in Grimsby meant the 
construction of the Asian plant 
had already been put back tty 
several months. Now the down- 
turn in the Far East has lead to 
it being postponed indefinitely. 

Courtaulds said that the 
economic crisis had already 
Jed to a dramatic fall in imports 
to the area from the West, with . 
orders drying up at some of 
Courtaulds businesses. Mr 
Campbell said Asian econ- 


omies would react to die severe 
problems at home by clumping 
their products on the developed 
world “They will try to export 
their way out of trouble,” he 
said 

Tfencd is the first man-made 
fibre to be invented for more 
than 30 years. Courtaulds 
claims it is a soft as silk, but it 
is much tougher and doesn't 
wrinkle. The new Asian plant 
was part of the group’s plan to 
expand the production of 
Teocel rapidly over the next few 
years. However, Courtaulds 
remains confident that further 
delays will not hamper its long- 
term output plans. 

The disappointing perfor- 
mance of the group's viscose 
business, which has been 
dogged by overcapacity and 
the damaging affects of the 
strong pound, has seen Cour- 


taulds' share price tumble from 
6Q5p five years ago to 285p. Mr 
Campbell said the slump in 
Courtaulds’ value could leave 
it open to a bid. “We have not 
had talks with anybody or had 
an approach. However, I 
wouldn't be surprised if we did 
get one,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Hyundai Semi- 
conductor Europe said it was 
delaying construction work at 
its Dunfermline plant because 
of continued economic prob- 
lems in South Korea. 

Hyundai announced in De 
cumber that investment in man- 
ufacturing equipment and 
tooling would be pushed back 
by a year, pending recovery in 
the Asian markets. The group 
said yesterday that it did not ex- 
pect this rescheduling to be 
changed as a result of the delay 
to UK construction work. 


The Governor of the state of 
Texas, George Bush, has asked 
the US federal courts to block 
the payment to the lawyers in- 
volved in the lawsuit against the 
tobacco industry - estimated at 
more than $100,000 an hour. 

The cigarette manufacturers 
last month agreed to shell out 
S15 Jbn (£9.4bn ) in damages in 
a settlement to cover the costs 
of treating Tfcxans with smok- 
ing-related diseases. The fees 
paid to the lawyers who repre- 
sented the state worked out at 
$23bo. According to the Hous- 
ton Chronicle, assuming the 
five lawyers involved worked 40 


hours a week for 18 months, 
then their hourly rate was an as- 
tounding $105,022. 

His action has infuriated 
Texas' Attorney-general, Dan 
Morales, who warns the entire 
deal could be jeopardised. 

But Mr Bush, the son for the 
former president, knows that his 
manoeuvre is bound to please 
taxpayers and voters. The Gov- 
ernor faces re-election this year 
and is known to have his eye on 
a White House run In 2000. 

Similar struggles are under 
way in Florida, where a group 
of lawyers is attempting to col- 
lea a 25 per cent fee for a 


$11 Jbn tobacco settlement 
reached there last year, or a to- 
tal of $2.87bn. Indeed the two 
sets of fees, in Tfexas and Flori- 
da, would be the largest ever in 
US litigation history. 

If Governor Bush's inter- 
vention succeeds, it could have 
impEcafioos beyond Tfesas. Most 
importantly, it could partially 
reign in the appetite of the myr- 
iad lawyers and lobbyists fining 
up in \Midiington where the US 
Congress is expected later this 
year to legislate on the $368-5bu 
nation al tobacco settlement that 
was putatively agreed last year. 

. Indeed, several bills have 


been tabled by members of 
Congress asking that hourly 
rates of between $150 and $250 
be imposed on all lawyers in- 
volved in turning the settlement 
into federal law. 

Meanwhile, clouds were 
forming on the horizon of the US 
cigar industry. Cigar-makers 
have generally eluded govern- 
ment Dotice or supervision- Now 
the Federal Trade Commission 
is training its sights on cigars, in 
response to the sudden growth 
in their popularity. Cigar con- 
sumption in the US has grown 
by 53 percent since 1993. 

- David Usbome 


sage of Asian 
Bars nascent 
i in Europe 


An economic analyst 
who was sharply 
rebuked by. South-east 
Asian politicians when 
he predicted the 
region's Impending 
economic crisis two 
years ago has issued a 
similar warning over 
Europe. Andrew Verity 
reports. 

When Albert Edwards rub- 
bished the economic miracle of 
the Tiger economies in a brief- 
ing note in January 1996 and 
warn edits bobble was about to 
burst, he was hardly thanked 



irds’ employers at 
Qeinwort Benson 
re besieged with 
os from politicians 
ist Asia- He re- 
r tail from Asian fi- 
jnvinced he was 
a vendetta on the 

l described the 
nnjc views of Dr 
Mohamad, the 
►rime Minister, as 
ics”. He coined the 
briefing note to 
Asian clients of 


that Malaysia, 


Is warned that 
particular was 
twning current 
: and dwindling 
inge reserves, 
eep currencies 
etching the pa- 
:-,un«irinna! 


Albert Edwards: Coined 
the phrase ‘Noddynomlcs* 

investors to breaking point” , he 
warned. 

When the “Noddynomics” 
label was publicised. Dr Ma- 
hathir was furious. DKB, which 
stood in danger of losing its 
brokerage licence in Malaysia. 
imm ediately apologised for 
any offence, ft also pulped Mr 
Edwards’ report. 

Mr Edwards now believes 
that Europe is in danger of de- 
veloping an economic bubble 
very similar to Asia s. 

“Germany and France are 
matting headway. As EMU goes 
ahead, Italian and Spanish in- 
terest rates will go down. In the 
Euro-bubble, interest rates will; 
be set for the laggards, inflation 
jrili soar in the other countries 
but the European Central Bank 
wifi not be able to address it be- 
cause Ranee wouldgp back into 
recession. EMU would be over 
fo two years.” 

The only difference, Mr 
Edwards said, is “exchange 
rates [in Europe] aw™o- 
cably fixed, so this bubble will 

hurst, it just deflates”. 


Nat West to sell Australian 
arm to US bank for £52m 

NatWest, the UK bank, is to sell its Australian and New 
Zealand securities and investment banking businesses to 
Salomon Smith Barney, the US investment bank, for 
A$13Dm (£5 2m)- The price represents a small premium to 
net assets. The sale follows NatWesf s decision, announced 
last year, to exit the global equities business. Under the terms 
of the deal, NatWest's Australasian equities and corporate 
finance activities, together with part of its financial markets 
division, wifi transfer to the US bank. 

Phibro aids investigations 

Phibro, the commodity trading of Salomon SmiLh Barney, 
yesterday confirmed it had co-operated with Lovell & Stew- 
art, the law firm which last month accused it of manipulating 
the silver market. Phibro, which has always denied their 
accusations, said it had provided Lovell & Stewart with a 
variety of information in a bid to have the suit dropped. Phibro 
hit the headlines last week when it emerged that it acted for 
Warren Buffet, the US billionaire investor who owns a fifth 
of the world’s silver supply. 

Northern Rock scraps MICs 

Northern Rock is scrapping mortgage indemnity charges 
(MICs) to customers who take a loan worth less than 85 per 
cent of the property value. The controversial charges, which 
pay for insuran ce to cover the lender against foiling house 
prices but not the borrower, were last week scrapped by the 
Halifax for loans worth less than 90 per cent of the house. 
Most first-time borrowers will stfll be forced to pay the charges. 

Guardian iT to float 

Guardian a supplier of business continuity and disaster 

recovery services, is to float on the stock market, it announced 
yesterday. The business was formed in March 1991 when ICL 
and Sherwood each transferred their existing disaster recovery 
businesses into Guardian Computer Services. The Guardian 
Group said it has achieved strong turnover and profits growth 
since January 1995 and reported operating profits of £5.6m 
in the year to December 1997, an increase of 61 per cent on 
the previous year. 

Forgemasters sells division. 

Sheffield Forgemasters has sold its aerospace division to Alleg- 
heny Tfcledyoe 0 f the US foi£67im cash. Allegheny TBedyne 
had said ofl 12 January it was in talks with Sheffield Forge- 
masteis, which was one of foe companies caught up -but later 
exonerated - in the Iraqi Supeigun inquiiy, to buy the division, 
which produces steel and nickel-based alloys. “The aerospace 


said Stuart Wallis, chairman of Sheffield Forgemasters. 
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How to set up in business 
(and survive)... 

Free advice from leading business organisations. 

Free Seminars covering finance, tax, export, 
computers, advertising and marketing. 

Free individual business counselling. 

Fri 13 Feb !0am-8pm,Sat 14 Feb I0am-6pm. ' 

New Connaught Rooms, 

Great Queen St, Covent Garden, WC2. 


Carlton Enterprise Fair Hotline; 0171 757 7030 
http://enteipri5e9fi.caritontv.co.uk 
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Orange rings up new high amid rumours of BAe sale 


MARKET REPORT 



DEREK PAIN 


As most blue chips took a 
breather after last week’s hero- 
ics Orange, the loss-making 
mobile telephone group, con- 
tinued to dial new highs. 

The shares climbed lOp to 
32Qp as the market dwelt upon 
the story that British Aero- 
space was near to selling its 21 
per cent shareholding. 

Hie sale to a continental 
group, possibly Veba of Ger- 
many' or Italy’s mobile tele- 
phone operation, is the most 
likely BAe exit route. There 
has been talk of a placing, even 
a secondary flotation, but it 
seems BAe and the other 
major Orange shareholder, 
Hutchison Whampoa with 49 
percent, fervour a deal with an- 
other telecoms group. 

It is felt a deal with a Eu- 
ropean group will improve 
Orange's chances of develop- 
ing its operations on the Con- 
tinent. But if BAe cannot 
locale a suitable European 
buyer it is possible Hutchison, 


the Hong Kong group run by 
Li Ka-shing, could increase its 
own holding. 

BAe may feel the time is 
ripe to sell. Telephone shares 
are riding high on incessant 
chatter of bids and deals and 
BAe could pick up approach- 
ing £lbn for an interest it 
stumbled into in the 1980’s on 
a diversification spree. 

The group has almost com- 
pleted selling unwanted bits 
and pieces, allowing it to con- 
centrate on its core aerospace 
and defence operations. BAe, 
still seen as a target for Gen- 
eral Electric Co, finned 8p to 
l,734p. 

Cable & Wireless provided 
another indication of the bid 
fever engulfing telephony 
shares. The shares jumped 19p 
to 632p on new suggestions BT 
was planning to reassemble its 
earlier aborted merger deal. 
But the suspicion remains BT 
up 2p at 56Sp, is more inter- 
ested in a USfink with, perhaps, 


AT&T emerging as its new in- 
ternational partner. 

Footsie ended the session 
down 28.8 points at 5,600.9, a 
rather ungsflant response to a 
sudden change erf heart by City 
fond managers who, according 
to the latest Merrill Lynch 
survey, have at last turned 
bullish and are dipping into 
their towering cash piles. 

The arrival of so many, 
fond managers on the bull 
bandwagon will doubtless be 
seen in some quarters as a 
worrying indication that shares 
could run out of steam and the 
oft forecast bear run is un- 
comfortably near. 

As Footsie faltered, with 




Gulf tension, the supporting 
midcap and smallcap indices 
moved to new peaks. 

Financials gave ground as 
their strength this year prompt- 
ed profit taking. There were 
distinct signs that small share- 
holders were tempted to snatch 


their profits on the former 
bu ildin g societies. The selling 
stampede has prompted Hali- 
fax to draft m more staff to deal 
with the avalanche of tele- 
phone inquiries; even so there 
was an 11 minute wait yester- 
day. Tlunover, put at 63 mSlioa 
shares, featured many small 
deals of around 200 shares. The 
price fell 25p to 920jx 

Panin ure Gordon is today 
expected to publish research 
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suggesting the mortgage banks 
are overvalued by up 20 per 
cent and should be sold. 

Asda feQ 10.25p to 194p 
with Credit Lyonnais Lairg 
cautions. Henderson Crosth- 1 
waite cast doubts on the su- 
perstore chains where it said 
valuations were stretched and 
opted for convenience stores. 

British Energy fell 22p to 
438p with Salome® Smith Bar- 
ney suggesting the shares wifi 
underperform and SBC War- 
burg sell advice on National 
Grid lowered the price 12p to 
322p. 

Northern Ireland Electric- 
ity, now Vrridian, traded 5p 
lower at 566p following its cap- 
ital reconstruction which re- 
turned £67m to shareholders. 
Cooksoo, the industrial mate- 
rials group. attracted takeover 
speculation following a 6p 
gain to 189p. 

Warburg helped London 
International, the condom 
group, lop higher to 15SS p. 


With much of its production 
in Asia, the securities house 
says the company should be 
one of the few beneficiaries of 
the Far Eastern turmoil 

HeaTs, the up-market 
furniture stores, edged forward 
4p to 17L5p. Ah encouraging 
trading statement is expected 
at tomorrow’s shareholders 
meeting- 

Dalbeith Inns, a cash shell 

held at 25J5p as controlling 
shareholders offered the same 
price to other shareholders; 
Zetters, the pools group, put 
on 6p to 136.5p awaiting bid 
developments. 

Westmonnt Energy- im- 
proved lOp to 128.5p. It has 
a stake in the soon-to-be float- 
ed Desire petroleum which is 
seeking oil and gas off the 
Falkland Islands. Greenwich 
Resonances, also with a Desire 
interest, put on 1.15p to 17p. 
Eurosov Energy, with interests 
in Western Siberia, closed at 
102p from a lOOp placing. 


Planned takeover of Sibir En- 
ergy by its largest share- 
holder Pentex, has been put 
back. Hie delay is dne to 
Sibil’s acquisition of a 20 per 
cent stake in a company 
developing oil fields in west- 
ern Siberia. Pentex floated 
Sibo; unchanged at 35-5p, as 
a vehicle for its oil interests 
in the former Soviet Union. 

Rebus, the computer services 
group spun off from insur- 
ance broker CE Heath is 
belatedly catching up with 
the IT re- rating, finning 4.5p. 
to 108J5p. One investment 
house has a 150p year-end 
target, arguing the price 

would be 250p on US valua- 
tions. 

Colin Blackboard a stock- 
broker with a knack of pick- 
ing winners, has taken a 3.1- 
per cent stake in Tadpole 
Technology, one of the walk- 
ing wounded. The shares rose 
2L5p to 13p- they were once 
408u5pu 
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(Economic sense and political 
^sensibilities over the euro 



HAMISH 

McRAE 

ON CALLS 
FOR DELAYED 
START TO EMU 


One ofthe great failura of eco- 
nomics as a profession has been 
itf inability to convince the 
'world that economists really 
understand more about econo- 
mics than everyone else. We all 
accept that doctors know more 

about medfcme than poli ticians 
We all accept that accountants 
know more about accountancy. 
But when 155 German econo- 
mists attack the view of the 
German political establishment 
about the economic weaknesses 
behind European monetary 
union and call for it to be 
delayed, the chances are they 
will not be believed. 

This is a pity because the 
arguments outlined by the 155 
in letters to the Financial Tones 
and the Frankfurter Allgemeine 

Zoning ought to carry the same 
authority as a similar warning 
by doctors or accountants. They 
are not against the currency as 
such, but they believe the big 
European countries have not yet 
achieved a sufficiently stable 
economic state for a new cur- 
rency safely to be introduced. 
Accordingly, they call for an 
“orderly postponement" for a 
couple of years. 

It is jnst possible that they 
will be successful. The last time 
a similar action took place in 
Germany, in 1969 when 5<X 


economists called for the Ger- 
man mark to be floated, they 

atcceeded; the mark was indeed 
boated when the fixed exchange 
rate system collapsed. The UK 
precedent, however, is less pro- 
pitious: when 364 economists 
wanted of disaster in 1981 after 
the then chancellor, Geoffrey 
Howe, had tightened policy in 
the middle of a recession. That 
budget is now generally 
regarded as laying the basis for 
Britain's economic recovery 
during the 1980s. 

What the German econo- 
mists’ letter has done is to show 
that a large part of the profes- 
sional establishment in Ger- 
many is deeply concerned about 
the technical weaknesses of the 
plan for economic and mone- 
tary union (EMU) aL this time. 
By coincidence, yesterday there 
was yet another survey showing 
that ordinary Germans were 
deeply concerned too. A poll 
commissioned by Abbey Nat- 
ional revealed only 29 per cent 
of Germans were in favour, 
compared with 32 per cent here. 

It will be at least a few weeks 
before we know whether these 
German fears are translated 
into political action, for at the 
moment the political establish- 
ment remains firmly in favour. 
What has become completely 
dear, though, is that whether or 
when there is to be a euro will 
be a German decision. 

Until that letter was pub- 
lished the financial markets bad 
become convinced that a broad, 
11-member, euro would start on 
time. The various investment 
banks have been working over- 
time to chart its likely future. 
TWo pieces of work in the last 
few days, one by JP Morgan- the 
other by PaineWebber, deserve 
a wider audience. 

The Morgan paper focuses 
on the euro-area economy, that 
is, the economy of the 11 pros- 
pective members. The key point 
here is that demand is turning 
up and accordingly the next few 
months would see a more 
favourable economic backcloth. 

The general picture is shown 
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in the left-hand graph, which 
shows what has actually been 
happening to the euro area's 
gross domesticproduct (GDP) 
and the prediction of it from 
business surveys in the key 
countries. In addition, export 
order books have been rising 
since the spring of 1996, ami 
with them consumer and indus- 
trial confidence. Credit growth 
is strong and, outside Germany, 
unemployment is falling. As 
yet there has been no recovery 
in consumer spending, but if the 
confidence indicators arc any 
guide this should happen soon. 

It is even possible that what 
has so far been a jobless 
recovery will turn into a job- 
creating one. If that happens 
then the most powerful practi- 
cal argument against EMU. 
that it will add to European un- 
employment. will be pushed 
back a little. 

So the practical reality is that 
if the Morgan team is right the 
overall economic background in 
the euro area will tend ro im- 
prove rather than deteriorate. 
W h^t are the implications of this 
for euro interest rates? 

PaineWebber operates on 
the politically sensitive but 
probably correct assumption 


that the policies determining the 
euro's interest rates will be 
similar to those that have deter- 
mined die mark’s. It has pro- 
duced the chart on the right, 
which shows short-term and 
long-term rates for the mark un- 
til 1 W and the euro thereafter. 

It reckons the run-up to the 
millennium will see quite strong 
growth, with unemployment 
stabilising and extra demand 
coming from both from added 
investment and pre-millenniai 
euphoria. Interest rales will be 
too loose for many European 
countries, including Italy, Spain, 
Ireland and the Netherlands, 
which will further add to the 
sense of elation. Eventually, 
interest rates will have to be 
tightened and the euro repo rate 
(the equivalent of the present 
German repo rale) will rise to 
5 per cent in the year 2000. 

The result will be monetary 
overkill, for this rise will hit the 
European economy just as it 
heads into the post-millennial 
slump. What then? Will the 
slump come in time to break up 
the whole project, for remember 
(he individual currencies will still 
exist even though they have 
been locked together? Well, 
PaineWebber makes the wise 


comment that if the project has 
the support of the German 
government, the Bundesbank 
will use all its weight to support 
it too. So if the thing is to break 
apart. EMU itself will not the 
weakest link in the chain: 
politics or society will crack first. 

The difficulty in assessing 
what will happen to the plan for 
the euro is working out to what 
extent each new bit of infor- 
mation changes ones “call . 
The economic case for delay js 
overwhelming, as those 155 
German economists argue. But 
for a while political will can 
override economic forces. Po- 
litical will held together the 
Brcttun Woods fixed exchange 
rate system for about five years 
after it had become evident that 
the system might not survive. So 
the 155 letter, notwithstanding 
the force of its arguments, is not 
important in economic terms - 
merely in political. Does it shift 
the debate in Germany enough 
to change the politician's minds? 

Of itself, probably not. But 
it may have a snowball effect, 
particularly if the assessment for 
the euro-group economy out- 
lined above proves overly cheer- 
ful and the Continent does not 
get decent growth this year. 


WWW. founder 
of Mcars group, which provid ^ 
services to local authorities, unexpect«My 
resigned yesterday amid rumours of a 

boardroom bust-up- 
Tk executive chairman 
laiions between the two are cordial and 
merely wanted to spend more time at his house 
in Sp^l?ut mfonned sources say 
fered in their responses to approaches 

potential «m- 

sell out, Mr Holt preferred to keep toe oom 

^^mdcpendcnLaccordingtot^r^ou^ 

Among the companies who grotto 
having held talks with Mears are the Dem 

Group, ran by the acquisitive Slepfaen B^n. 

Mr Holt admits talks with undisclosed 
parties are still ongoing 
tospend the proceeds of the 
in Meats he sold 

£900,000. Mr Turi has signed a 

lion agreement lasting two years wnh Mean* 

and will not be receiving any compensation 

from the company. 

Lord St evens, still chairman of United Nws 
& Media but strictly in a junior rote to Lord 
Hofflck. chief executive, has snapped up the 
chairmanship of the Personal Number comp^. 
a telecoms group floated on AIM^yearwbidi 
already has a profit warning under its ben. 

The new uon-executive **%™Z£** 
John Pfeett, a former member of 
hoard, who has left to becomean oecuW ms®- 
sultant to a US company. Personal Number 
said. Mr Peett remains a non-executive (fireemr- 
The Personal Number Co. based in Wilt- 
shire, offers customers Lheir own personal tele- 
phone numbers which can be redirected to 
whatever phones or faxes they cl hoo * e - . 

On his appointment, Lord Stevens bought 
250,000 shares in the company from the chief 
executive, Geremy Thomas, at 40p per share. 


Andy ^Tr.'tos^ed up 

paper devoted to t0 raise 

P Direct Network ^3^-FbotbaU 

£2m on Ofex next week and^^^^ 

365" later in the mondu Dan*.^ g^tive 
formerly receive 

clSaad country of ^„ forf ootbaUuews, 

love - the PC.” says ^J^Xougb ad- 

TTie company wiU make 

vertising, and will 

Tompson aimstolau^h ^^ Music 

StSSetf New Entertainment. 

Sfffrom preparing for his firm s impending 
JSfS W rbouse to rmmmsre 
yesterday about about one of ^e most gnp- 
£ng public speakers he had ever heard - the 

hl taS!3^ 

then chairman of the Institute of Director 
noD), decided the IoD needed a City branch 
Srnd asked Sir Kenneth Cork, ^dpyenof m- 
solvency practitioners, to set it Sir tow 

a founding partner in Cork G^. w ^ h 
since been subsumed into Coopers & 
then decided the branch would need l an m- 
nual conference, and itwasatoneofthe&st 

of such occasions that Mr Powell held Mr 

H ffip"MT Hughes reutetuhetu 

from those days were Ian Hay and 

Denis, now Lord, Healey - who asked for his 
fee in a brown paper envelope. 


Foreign Exchange Rates 


Country 

UK 

Australia 
Austria 
Belgium 
Canada 
Denmark 
ECU 
Finland 
Fiance 
Germany 
Qffisce 
Hong Kong 
Mend 
tety 
jaqan 


tedco*™ 
fetterinfe 
Zealand 
Norway^™ 

BfSK 


wKzerland 


Sterling 

Spot 

10000 

24314 

20326 

61584 

23469 

11336 

15088 

&0203 

9352 

23692 

47Q61 

12650 

1W0 

29380 

20301 

62238 

1306 

33526 

2.7995 

12395 

30448 

61302 

27100 

30328 

25219 

13291 

23900 

16345 


1 monte 3 month 


24235 

20893 

61202 

23422 

11303 

15050 

aaao 

9922 

29001 

47329 

12643 

11860 

23353 

20193 

62165 

33422 

27931 

12359 

30390 


24225 
20334 
00812 
23327 
H238 
1 A9» 
89328 
9859 
29409 
46009 
12888 
torn 

29291 


27008 

80772 


23662 


62216 

33201 

27795 

12287 

30252 

6094 

27T27 

81785 

asosj 

13203 

23617 


Dollar 

Spot 

oeto 

14875 

12B03 

37555 

14356 

89348 

10834 

5307 

60087 

18168 

28792 

77393 

13770 

17973 

12421 

39078 

84520 

20511 

05839 

75634 

■B629 

3.7505 

16580 

49145 

15429 

3015 

14671 

10000 


1 month Smorrih 
00145 
14886 
12796 
37370 
14335 
69057 
10867 
54894 
60583 
10073 
29502 
77968 
13756 
18000 
12288 
30233 


06127 

14870 

12001 

37498 

14350 

69252 

10045 

55092 

60788 

10136 

28997 

77463 

13702 

17984 

123.72 

30088 

20477 

17TB 

75723 


37518 

10603 

49488 

15421 

61254 

14620 


20402 

17061 

75506 

18590 

37543 

10670 

50215 

15396 

8JB7 

14513 


I D-Mark 
Spot 

00368 

QSBfl 

70477 

206M 

07904 

30175 

00076 

30380 

30518 

10000 

*650 

42604 

07300 

98951 

68374 

20961 

46528 

11291 

03214 

41746 

D255 

20646 

09127 

2J054 

84936 

44703 

08076 

05506 


Other Spot Rates 


Sterfng 

• 10345 


Country 
Wgon tlna 

ChfcW 13631 

C»ch R*P M59B 

Covet 50527 

^ 

Unmary 330 m 

Indonesia t*™ 3 

Kuwait 

Mbb* 


13321 


Dollar 

10000 

11950 

32785 

34628 

33972 

22075 

20748 

3&WJ 

90000 

03055 

BU500 


Country 

Oman 

Patetan 

PMptoas 

Poland 

Qatar 

Russia 

South Korea 

Taiwan 

Thatend 

Tmkey 

UAE 


Sterling 

00292 

719* 

64008 

67882 

59506 


25460 

53775 

78047 


60035 


Potter 

03850 

44000 

30650 

35290 

36408 

60360 

*5600 

32900 

47750 

222850 

36730 


Interest Rates 

UK Germany 

ftwp 725% Discount 

France Lombard 

htervenbon 300% Canada 
Italy Prime 

Discount 550% Discount 
Netherlands Denmark 
SpAdvarcs 330% Dtecouit 


US 

250% Prime 
450% Discount 
Fad Bmds 
650% Spain 
500% lO-dRapo 
Sweden 

350% RapcKAw) 


Japan 

B50% Discount 050% 
500% Belgium 
550% Discount 275% 

Central 330% 

475% Switzerland 

Discount 100% 

435% Lomtwd 300% 


Bond Yields 


Country 

Austria 

Belgium 

Canada 

ECU 

Franca 

Germany 

Italy 

Japan 

Nlanda 

Spain 

Sweden 

Stand 

UK 

US 


3i*h dig 

494 001 

357 -Q01 

449 001 

440 001 

000 Q00 

353 000 

5.71 009 

042 005 

347 000 

450 000 

436 -002 

120 001 

700 000 

503 000 


US 

492 -002 

374 000 

502 008 

444 000 

3£0 -001 

178 000 

527 000 

060 -OD1 

37B 000 

425 003 

47* 000 

145 000 

748 -003 

501 003 


2 yr dig 

539 -001 

416 001 

499 005 

431 -001 

401 001 

309 002 

504 005 

077 -003 
4X1 002 

436 002 

400 001 

123 001 

860 000 

540 000 


5 yr chg 

506 000 
403 000 

525 005 

467 003 

400 002 

457 001 

506 003 
132 -003 
456 001 

47B 001 
537 001 

*98 -002 

526 -001 
551 .000 


10 yr dig 


598 

523 

547 

522 

an 

510 

546 


■001 

001 

003 

001 

001 

000 

001 


198 -004 

an O 0 i 


537 

569 


003 

002 


208 -002 
509 000 

505 003 


Money Market Rates 

OvenMtf 1 wsek 1 monlti 

BdOTor Wjr Bdjm 

7* 700 

HaasuryBfc 

S33S3S 

sSs£c£ SS 738 

Buodotar CDa 425 435 

ECU Deports 


3 months 6 months 1 year 
Bd 0Her Bd Ofter Bd CWer 
715 700 


741 747 
741 747 
725 TB 

744 738 

555 


741 747 738 744 

741 747 734 741 

725 7B 

742 73* 735 727 

555 


www.Wooinberg.corn/uk 


4 25 438 428 441 

Source; Bloomberg 


LHTe Financial 

Contract 


LongGtt War-98 

Carman Bund Mar-98 
US Long Band Mar-08 
Baton Bond Mar-88 

japan Govt Bd Mar-PB 
3 MBi Storing Mar-88 
JuvB8 

3MttiEuuraark Mar-08 
Jur-88 

3 Mtti Eurofea Mai-98 
Jm-98 
3 Mtfi Euoyer Martfl 
3 uth Eudewiss Uar-98 
Juv96 

3 Mth ECU Mar98 

Mar-88 

FTSE «0 Martfl 


Futures 

Setttemant 

12269 

10630 

11953 

11730 

12927 

9252 

8265 

9843 

9628 

94H 

9500 

9901 

9a73 

9881 

9566 

9569 

58*00 


High 


Low 


*297 

*644 

TI742 

*927 

9256 

9271 

9644 

8629 

94* 

9507 

98* 

oast 

9586 

9588 

567900 


*283 

10628 

11725 

0917 

9252 

9255 

9643 

9628 

9431 

9407 

9668 

B857 

9565 

95B8 

560000 


Est floor 
vohna 

26688 

73200 

2*299 

1786 

12902 

14614 

11487 

28844 

*sn 

34825 

8244 

3762 

6E2 

vr 

57B3 


Open 

Intarart 

179094 

2S2048 

02577 

-06825 

*9840 

38088 

348552 

14*44 

1735W 

7*0 

50417 

89* 

6585 


Industrial Metals 

HIE Winona) ___ Cash 


ct*a 


awortl. Oifl LIIEstpda Chfl 


AUtMumHG 

ALmeiun ASoy 

CopporA 

Lead 

Me W 

Tst 

Znc 


Liffe FTSE 100 Index Option 

SaUemnd Pitee: 580000 
Sortaa r«a W^Vbt Put ImpVbl 

■yap n9 22 59 22 

5800 90 21 W W 

5650 63 & U 

5700 42 20 *8 21 


Mar 

Call 

Pit 

Si 

Put 

May 

Cal 

Put 


142 

256 

187 

312 

221 


BO 

228 

207 

261 

840 


B0 

597 

227 

251 

260 

T17 

200 

173 

254 

225 

2S5 


B»E Lato* Clio Vel PE Ohm Ctlfl W W7M W — 25L. 

* - T r. .»<» nm liar Kffi OH) 


"ttSiMpm 


fw n-a nro tMM Fan MOflO -175 6527 Mar 

Air *82 DOG 8028 Mar WV7S -175 5780 Apr 

May *72 005 *45 Apt 14850-175 848 Way 


*68 000 
*91 000 

17* 000 

1733 000 


Spot OF NW Eur 
Gaaolne95 *300 
Naphtha *«» 

Basel 14*0 

FuriOiOS%9) EtM 


Base data 

*70=100 
*70=100 
*83=100 

bid Metals 
Uvestoi* 

Prec Metals *73=100 


Goldman Sachs 


Index 

Agricultural 


Last 

Cbg 

%chg 

17145 

■013 

-006 

22950 

204 

090 

6015 

-001 

■002 

15357 

017 

an 

17097 

on 

QA2 

412.17 

ITS 

a43 


atSJapm 

31 Dec %chgYTD 

21526 -2035 

23123 -058 

8506 -2934 

*879 -902 

*103 -1050 

46354 -1108 


14895 

*Q 

*825 

5*5 

5510 

5259 


14005 -B50 *08 

** -TOO *39 

*635 -2250 *88 

5005 -850 631 

5520 7000 5600 

5355 2Q00 5286 


■0625 *635 -*50 *87 


*085 -*5 
*40 -* 

*80 -22 
532 -8 

58* 75 

5290 20 

*68 -* 


574900 -2700 

43280 600 

37*75 -1100 

108250 -*0 

66408 *2 

1*85 -*5 

487200 -*75 


Precious Metals 

prelWSpwez^ 

dtg. 


pri fbc/E par oz 


Year's 


Coins (S) 




M. 3*00^0^5 ». g *“ SJ— 

“SiSIS Sf“T3S SSL 
15? «■ ■«». 


Agricultural 


Cocoa 
UFFE QWn 
Marfl8 99800 
Mny98 *2200 
JJ9B 104600 
Vbfc 3719 

White Sugar* 
UFFE- Stow 
Mto88 28500 
MaySS 29000 
AugB6 29440 
Vat 4203 


Cofloe 
LfFE liunm 

Marie warn 

MayflB 17*00 
Jt496 *8400 

VoL 3373 

Freight 
LFFE SWUX 
FebSe 03500 
ApriB *9500 
JH98 98500 
Vot 16 


Barley 
LFFE Ertcme 
Mh 9G 7550 
UayaB 7775 
Sep9B 7800 
VDt 2 


LFFE Stem 
UarSS 8125 

May98 8235 

JUB8 8490 

Vot 56 


Potatoes 
UFFE Ota** 
Ma>3& 7000 

AprtS 7100 
MaySS 8400 
Vot 60 
Cora* 

CBOT CentB/bsH 
Marts 27Z25 
MaySS 28050 
JH98 28650 
Vot 55810 


■ Kfc30|an 
Lga Potatoes 

m SCSkkg 

AprtS 69150 
MayOG 69550 
Jun96 70150 
Vote 38781 
S«»ya Bewta* 
CBOT SADtito 
Mor98 2690 
MaySS 2950 
JJ98 3000 
VDt 438 


Other Softs 

Apr UveCoffle {CMEjy40kb 
Mar Pori Bfltoaa (OuE) $/40kb 
Mar Otanm Jiica(CTN) S715K b 
Feb MB k (CSqSffiOkto 

Mar Oats (C8T) S/Sk bsh 

May Ftax {WCE)S/atn 


45uB0| 

9800 

1433! 

14725 

43400 


nUOpn 

Mar White Mabe lSAF)Srt»mt 95000 
Fab Rubber (TCMJY/Sckg 8990 
Mar Cotton (CTN)S«0k«> 87D5 

Mar Cntoa Palm CKLC)S#2Stn 228000 
liter Soya 01 {CST)S«0hb 2630 
Fob Woden 1km S/SOOhg 12S500 


Unit Trust Price s, 

3* a* vw *"* 


MEUB ^ 

»LM,.unlw 


Bur ™ 
5CI2HR 


atus 3S7SD 000 
mb aSB S33X 
„ nuw taoss on 

m |n 

2023 zzee sjs 
20122 2*20 Q» 

«* 17118 

tnao HOT 522* 

43S- MS 87W 

too* ooost 
4E7 aa 

“ «B3 *S8 B2B 

■HO01 - M021 008 

MS 9084 048 

als Sa 400 

« — Uannw Mwagw 
rcviicao 

7» aatt 

TOW 

CM0O *180 " 

IBS* 4£ 
gfure 421 

32280 0B* 

«5S0 90370 
73B40 2* 

9BH »*“ 

29630 2MB0 

w 800 ^2 2 am 

SBB9D 69600 
■3621 S8E2 M0 
Saa 4»20 0* 
28280 

82530 8®* 

gyi<o 480 B 0 233 


M Buy 1‘W 

mni 9Q20 090K 

WgMd mimr PortWtoi (QSO)F 
Birdtoy* '■TMttnrW 61S6 W 

WWaMi* MB4 TJ1 

41X5 

MOOTS 2443 

totXUmFuncB ywa n ■Q450 4B8 

PWM rim SJSS moo 4K 

IS ££ S& 

129® oaoo 4» 

Growth FwmM-UK ,3^0 ya 

grith&lnc4ra 67520 61190 147 

artHWhc S9BQ0 150 

LKQRMlh So EB900 150 

iKawnnAra . 

Growth FywM.- ° ¥0 "aa* Z*2D 0» 

bw wO?* aaro soosd os 

re— * mn DUO 1ST 


s ass* 

*070 *0» 8«f 
*v>vs tax 8K 

^ 

WO 9801 *36 

gg; 

g! IS & 

EX JS 

Sz —aan 

%tUO »» S 

S ® s 

300 0«J 


And 

EM un areWcc 

BapnOraMthDattb 




tocaneAoc 
MU UK Brr* Cob 
hstucareCMte 
Him iurnm Band 
M Bond flee 
MOmtn 
Wtt«|riiA « r_ 
MnrHyOtotl 


gr 


««> an» W7 

sssBm D -«- arw 

Airerirena”** 1 gw MW 

ABtoWnSri 100 * iTQso *320 0^ 

Eatow n caJO 14W0 * 0ff 

Btoftywe gma ^ 60940 0B« 

EuopsraOm^i 
EuwpaFhflrijd 

G*man0*re* 

OtoDtoBsnd 

QfctBiOrounh 

IneBmaPk* 

JwrenBCTrtn 

japan Swraa 
Korea 

PwtlotoA« 

UittlK 

SActMimgtos 

UKOwri* . 
j<aotoihsw 

7848 0»X 

j mo 

jii ra rteanAoc pvo *820 M0 

Ad toM— 17*10 *tj» 

Mlanaw**^ 48700 ™ 

MUO 53200 000 

MSB ton 4CC 1C 060 *040 JS* 

oS^V***? OTO I* 6 " S“ X 

^SCreindnc 2 *400 M3 

hm^o 147800 1W 

25*! ul 
*880 “ 
0520 *580 225 


48270 222 

ass 

^ ^8 MX 

US, OOOX 

US w» s 

3038 9298 5555 
seua 38800 *525 

10830 25? 

mce yjaa) 1W 

i^ t* 20 iSt 
V& 91B* 
nuo 1»88 1W5C 



aur vu 

43670 iaa90 000 


Fund 


are Bu» W 


And 


Bur W 


nwvNAm 

Stredshp N AmAcc 
TUcyo«co 
Tokyo « 

UKFOCUI 

UKFocu»«* 

UKOrewnh 

UKOrewtoMX 


4MJ0 441J0 000 

7648 01SB 
2B480 30870 205 

warn 13450 144 

*180 13800 M4 

57*5 6079 3^ 

omen *7850 3S3X 
I fM 4831 000 

ESS 725S 000 

*050 szso am 

M£7 9B71 *5® 

17450 45« 

an *840 340X 

*220 *200 0M 

14ZD0 C100 34(K 

(IPO «wo Ofi 
0J2O 12320 B38BC 
10060 10080 636X 

EO470 53830 130 

64850 88950 1» 

B191 8841 49« 

1M0 «7D0 43JK 

*400 17550 0D0 

17720 *8M MO 

6663 7309 000 

7237 0DC 
56m 6033 106 

TOM 7550 Id 
-aw 2B4O0 10BX 

S* saaso use 
«sm«*LKJ 



mm *360 236X I Kant . ME441F 
moo moo 2»X TahOMMU 

5SS KS MB 

«8fl *2* 107 I BflBncodhCC 
■won «uw aax I ConSEuraathto 


01634 B34JO 
inn 50900 180 

*4700 143300 US 
1)240 1*40 004 


GanrenBwffiAec 
Growth PorUelo 
GrereSiPtoiDtac 


K *" 

Qi, QKMh 

&woaan«* 


^aao 0290 104X 

*280 *850 23° 


BwpaanMc 
Japan Ace 

North Anw Acc 

PacricAcc 
PortMoAco 
UKEouityAcc 


S930 30870 122 

OEM 3531 MO 
<m>nn 35650 070 
5037 5Z7B 2A0 
*337 W2* SJB 

414S0 43*40 2-11 
*670 MB 
” Led 


ht tp. wwe .ln f 1 cwy Mjjare 


Salty Ace 

tajM neenw 

Biopean 

EurepsonlndB 

RjrEsstotri 

nedknreBt 

ok 

gjabaiORredi 
hi nato nal Bend 
Japan to** 
japamw 

MjiAffltoicin 

PaaBeftow*' 

iFBdtetod* 


53* 68* 533X 

*7400 1® 

7D80O 7WM 

COJO ODO 431X 

Tj/tin b7D0 oioa 

mn T2 S» o«k 




hccrna Acc 
japan aowOi 
japan GrnaUi Acc 

MatotoTris 

MafftoliuMAcc 

Wreton 

NAmfimCoWacAec 

NAmSJnGoSflBCtoc 

MMiMriGan 

NaiAiner*8anAcc 

PadfcBa* 

PadflcBastiAcc 

Piwntor ErenW 
8*5 FW 
areCosWtaJTY 
GrreCosSRKAcc 
UC E«Jiy tocona 
UK Eqrey GrowOi 
UKOuwOi 
; UK GRWfli ACC 
ytoVjwUaamrti 
WredaGromhAcc 
Wan ton Fund" 
2 Fasdral 


mfio 

12720 

tnoo 

*130 


Sal Bor vu 
eisa 20200 am 
64020 BB390 OS 

66490 3*140 OB 

1*70 649 
0190 649 
0040 487 

W1D0 487 

7OS0 78340 34BX 
84650 90060 348 

Term mam 2se 
224000 238300 259 
6000 850 000 

8028 as* 000 

824* 8771 100 

oapg 10300 109 

12600 *4* 177 

346S0 26170 000 

24U0 25850 000 

33670 35820 000 
38Q70 41*60 000 

*630 17700 071X 

17S20 com 071 
?*m 22470 254X 

*140 12780 133 

360* seam laa 
78650 82790 183 

17X70 *9* 320 

23U0 23850 197 

14300 S&2D 130K 
*330 K0 130 
42750 45490 025 

B3290 67330 025 

Led 

EH3 9SU 


Fund 
Cash hmh 


Bur vm 


Fhnd 


DUbtoonAcc 

DoMwOonkic 

B»toy 

Equity hears 

Ewopaan 

QUMORMh 


MQnwti 

MBmflCoi 


10438 631X 

DWS 631 

14635 *373 446 

1&3B3 cam 44ex 
1*581 02927 154 

nos mas 38ix 

37782 39132 046 

0397 14SC 
1*4* 431 

25341 092X 

HQ32 087 

*490 cam ooo 

5403 IBS 
5239 2* 

63*86 084 

6863 1E1X 

E87 549X 

12181 12827 1*8 

Spacusa *731 *735 150X 

UkGRNrtl *456 20700 154X 

Save « Pnapw Securicks Led 
16-22 VtattnM tom*»nl,Ewot RMI 3 LB 

AnwraSteCM 




now 


mm 

247B1 

10370 


S)4 

SLZ7 


Prontotinc 

SmalCoa 


5080 


Bur vu 

(Kdt 000 
lUd] 000 
[Md] 000 
[Md] 000 
(W) 000 

(Md) 000 
(Ud) 000 
(1M) 000 
(Md) 000 
(Ud) 000 
(lid] 000 
(Men ooo 
(Mdl ooo 
(Md) 000 
Led 

-earn 07 dx 

8675 *220 wax 

6658 7139 UXK 

*060 HOB 15CK 
**20 CS8B1 2*X 
H230 1**0 BBX 

314 70 0HK 


B4S* 

St* 

2*23 

B027 

915* 

12546 

10375 

4449 

*USB 

8020 

10096 

1M32 

0637 


CB«nU MOtf «4B», Bratrer 0S0« M0000. 
DaaOn* 05N 446608 
hwratc htorm a tkai 


uilc 



Mamdkinal Bond 

MM 

Japan 

MmoadAcc 
Managadfac 
Orienul 
Mart* Acc 


earn xh ooo 

AM 7357 Q» 

12229 0009 3Z1 

7359 7356 666 

EOT* EDA BBS 

13610 M6B1 131 

BBS 905B 000 

B7B7 14646 0S5 

20013 083 
*139 BB3 
6141 334 

4844 38* 
*372 737X 
3B4BZ USX 
K42D 460 
<386 000 
2660 000 

Man O05X 

Z7BS 296B7 OBEX 

THAI 12171 02B 

1*02 126® 026 


17901 

sm 

4664 

9901 

3TO* 


Rat Earearn tt rti 

Franca Secs 
<3oU 6 Bpreti 

Htfitoaro 

mi 

JqwiCkawtri 
Jgpen dnator Cca 
Korea 

UOiAmnnca 

Maaartwri 

NrerEunpa 

PmmeiECMtytoB 


4007 

2501 


8117 9117 6 MX 

1*50 T*» 0«X 

TlMO «» J20C 


"Sa 8128 088 

^4 3334 £B*X , 


iTitreii nrr iaDK 

iy<y «MBaiWUrttTlriim Mton*t er*t*«l 

Koumfcatttn HqeSfcOreatom 


Extra he Ace 
FTSE BO 
FTSE BO Act 
Qenreft&rwth 


B38D 10030 00* 
38260 *0730 300 

1*300 imOO 306 
17320 *430 100 
*460 *6*0 100 
■qm fln *270 000 


Northern Red* Unh Truss Ud 
WmM Howa, Regent Centre Goaforth 
Nmcasde upon Tyne NE3 3NG; 

SffiT 55 SflflS 63C SSX 

UCGrowfi 14200 BUO 23® 

Prudendal Unit Truata Ltd 

5l-4» Word WU, Wen!. &«*, WI 2DL 
IFADtoilBS 0145 63 5505 
CSentDatoMa 0MS S3SSDB 


8432 

7037 


W4S0 *670 O0OX 
34450 M450 676 

6204 8800 038 

1*20 12040 000 

3770 tan 050 
34690 000 

8949 QUO 
7292 4B0X 
7SJ7 BUS 000 
3656 

48830 IB 
42S UXK 
58770 132X 

6361 5S0X 
17040 495 
29160 OSS 
■ mai ooo 
112U 000 
r»ofi ooo 
5143 007 
7736 MO 
(Mdl 000 




5361 

8120 


SEAtiat 

EouViam Afrca 
uc&Omas 
UKEqptykic 

UKEtMydMh 


UKSmoief Cos 
U8Qmrth 


BEX 
2073 

4634 

773 

5164 -- 

48620 S72D 348 
23060 24530 WS 
3206 3506 066 

4B20 5234 104 

24450 2BQJ0 005 
3*5* 36730 354X 

TWO 12140 035 
40780 43360 236X 
0637 7300 097X 

3(040 000 


Corpora* feicom 
Dauachmh Res 
Euncean 
FocaoalFLnd 
Mnhiil Bend 
bneamntlhad 
ReaarvafUUpFinl 
Bamaal 
EuriiQ Haaanre 
on Pan 

UCEouMDlaadare 
LKEqwykwm 
iKGromh -- 

5Una*r & Frtadlmder Unit Item 

Conanan 121» 

GUrel OrtMlh 
Irwa w nttlhaiPloto 
Lugano 
Managed Eb 
P i o t a nadlnc 

Sraeaar Cos 

Standard Life Unit Unretl 
M Lothtm ltd. Edtebw^i EMI 2DH 
Tab 0680 OSS 

aSwmmga 5*58 6*37 UWX 

QIClialA*n*totec Mg JM 

hcAdvregaAce OTi WB0 3» 

* -• nJnc *332 47S8 339 

J^cc mi im in 

Prewar manna 5*17 5607 643 

Pwiwhcte 

IXtayawtWUC *160 *960 079 

IKEq^Stfreidre 596* S89B 3* 

USCaytiSlhcAce 7899 8151 IB 

VHn Drett 

Dtaolwnr House, Whiting Road, Norwich 
Tot 0345 95 95 « 

Emaft :■'> „ 

PaiOoiriiAcc B871 Q671 0 X 

Pen ktc Pretodor 1*46 1**6 D X 

PfSbeoma 0373 1075 984 

PFS UKMea’Oadang ISA* "CM* 171 


Care tt Trial paflaiemaJerter ni a Uxi ai> 
vKMDyBtasnfetog and RnmOU&preaa firm* 
IndapmantiBCBnea.BMnaMitowurad.regiia. 
aard or guanrew «* comm ol g* ktomakn, 
nn do B»r acoqx any reaporalAy be anon, n- 
tdm. txnaaore re Hty iKdaHtoney hretoi 

■FWanoal Express B 


PO Bok MK2 Cr^farfh SdrOn*. FW 4XD 
0006 443844 

fiMwAMridfeMfer Im Fmdf 
21 Rwr Street, London K2M « 

Tali 0171 K7 8777, Daalbvr 0171 CU 6226 

“RMiffitoedDiMnSHCfundhi 

KiZSotm 17800 DAB 000 


1 M00 

(Md) 

ooo 

*420 


ooo 

1*00 

(Md) 

000 

7700 

m 

ooo 


*7 

X- (ensnared 

Copes effo masanrtmgreaB> npmni 

ae wmpa toJ WaB nn bttilBa ito dBre ^ rt, 

onnqjKL 

Anna todreawieicl ut uaaand i n BWrt hMi. 

OiMliedmltoAtodfeiaMtertga 


E N’f 

13 


;lec- 

Vlar- 

tiOD, 

loid. 
Pen 
per- 
wife 
jval. 
ified 
lave 
>e in 
ieea 


un- 

A7th 

jon- 

.un- 

ing, 

be- 

lies 

red, 

nan 

Ded 

tid- 

ch- 

!\vo 

ged 

37JZ 


«PI- 

ep- 

lad 

f. 

ce- 

his 

>P- 

wn 


in 

dc- 

m- 

pe 

37 

«h 

ire 

;es 

ic- 

:k- 

ne 






THE !\'DEPENDt:«!T 
TUESDAY 10 FEBRUARY !°^S 

24 


24/S PORT 


Buggy-man fights 
for a ticket to ride 


Is walking a vital part of 
the game of golf, or 
should Casey Martin be 
able to ride out his 
dream in a cart? Today a 
court in America will 
give its verdict on a case 
that could have major 
implications for the 
sport. Andy Farrell reports. 


It was Mark Twain who de- 
scribed golf as a ' good walk 
spoiled". Thai was even before 
the invention of the electric bug- 
gy. which have become manda- 
tory at so many American 
courses that walking is virtual- 
ly impossible. Except, dial is. for 
the professional tours, where 
buggies are banned. For Cascv 
Martin, golf is a good [wing 
spoiled. 

Not for the lack of talent, 
though. Martin. 25. from Eu- 
gene, Oregon, is a former state 
high school champion, was on 
the same college team at Stan- 
ford as Tiger Woods and re- 
cently became the ninth player 
to win his first went on the Nike 
Tour. 

Marlin's problem is that he 
cannot walk, or stand, for long 
periods. In order to play is 
holes of golf, he needs to ride 
a cart. 


Marlin, who suffers from a 
degenerative circulatory disor- 
der in his lower right leg. is su- 
ing the US PGA Tour under the 
.Americans with Disabilities Act 
for the right to use a buggy in 
Nike and regular tour events. 
After four days of testimony in 
front of US Magistrate Tom 
Coffin in Eugene last week, the 
hearing resumes today. 

Martin's decided to take ac- 
tion when his condition dete- 
riorated after two years frying 
to walk at mini-tour events. "I 
was backed up against a wall." 
he said prior to the trial. “Ei- 
ther I quit golf and try some- 
thing else, or try for a cart.” 

He was diagnosed with Klip- 
pel-Trenaunay-Webber Syn- 
drome at six months old. The 
vein system is not properly de- 
veloped in his lower right leg 
and. when under stress, bleeds 
into his knee. The leg is highly 
susceptible to breaking, and if 
it does, it would have to be am- 
putated. 

Giving evidence in court last 
week. Martin broke down in 
tears. “Every time 2 step, there's 
a sharp nain in my shin," he said, 
“ft feels like my leg is going to 
blow up. If | could trade my leg 
and a can for their good leg. I 
would do it anytime, anywhere.” 

Why Marlin should not be 
allowed a cart is the case the 
PGA Tour needs to prove. 


Their defence rests on three 
points: that walking is an inte- 
gral part of the game and en- 
durance part of the challenge: 
that letting one player use a cart 
is an unfair advantage over the 
rest of the Geld; and that sport- 
ing bodies should be allowed to 
set the conditions for their 
competitions. 

Tim Finchem, the commis- 
sioner of the US PGA Tour, is 
a shrewd political operator 
and has sought to contest the 
case in the frill knowledge of 
the bad publicity it is generat- 
ing in America. The Tour’s 
long-used slogan “Anything's 
possible” has been thrown 
firmly back in his face by Mar- 
tin’s lawyers. 

But Finchem knows be has 
the backing of other governing 
bodies in the game, the USGA, 
the Royal & Ancient and the 
PGA European Tour, plus 
some heavyweight support. 
Ken Venturi was in court to de- 
scribe the s tiflin g temperatures 
and extreme effects of dehy- 
dration he bad to cope with 
when winning the 1964 US 
Open, while Jack Nicklaus and 
Arnold Palmer gave evidence 
by videotape. 

Palmer, 68, refuses to use 
carts on the US Senior Tour, 
where they are allowed, and 
sax's he will quit the game when 
he can no longer walk the 



athletics 


Moorcroft opens 
way for Norman 


Battery driven: Martin has gone to court over the right to use a cart Photograph: Alb port 


course. “I feel if we change this 
rule, we will change the nature 
of golf on the face of the 
earth,” he said 

Nicklaus said: “I think it 
looks terrible. I just don't think 
it's pan of the game of golf. I 
don't think you could get off 
the first tee of a golf course if 
you had to determine who 
could have a golf cart and who 
could noL” 

This seems to be an area - 
where to draw the line - that the 


ruling bodies are extremely 
wary of. Fred Couples, whose 
schedule and travel is limited by 
an arthritic back, has already 
said that if Martin gets a cart, 
he should be next in line. But 
Couples added “l don't think 
I deserve to use one.” 

The crucial point, however, 
is that Martin has been disabled 
since birth and Coffin has con- 
sistently ruled in his favour so 
far. He granted a temporary in- 
junction that enabled Martin to 


play in the Qualifying School 
last December, where he missed 
a place on the main tour by two 
shots and for two events on the 
NlkeTbur, the equivalent of Eu- 
rope’s Challenge. 

Martin immediately gained 
his first professional victory at 
the Lakeland Classic in Flori- 
da and was signed up by Nike, 
whose new campaign features 
the slogan “I can”. Or in Mar- 
tin's case: “I can... with a 
cart-” 


The house is continuing to fall 
in upon British athletics. That 
much was made clear yesterday 

by Dave Moorcroft the man left 

trapped in the rubble when the 
British Athletic Federation col- 
lapsed with debts of £1.74m in 
October lost year, 10 days after, 
his appointment as chief 
executive. 

And the possibility that 
Andy Norman might again be- 
come involved in the promotion 
of Britain's major meetings 
must be a particularly painful 
prospect for the former 5,000m 
world record holder to bear. 

‘The building is up for sale:” 
Moorcroft said, referring to the 
BAFs Bi rmingham headquar- 
ters. “We’re paying rent to the 

adminis trators to WOrk from 
there.” 

Moorcroft, now head of UK 
Athletics 98, an interim body 
funded by the UK Sports Coun- 
cil, has been working with a staff 
reduced from 36 to seven. 

Norman was sacked as the 
BAFs promotions director four 
years ago, after being implicat- 
ed in the suicide of Cliff Tem- 
ple, Moorcroft’s biographer 
and close friend. Norman has 
become an increasingly influ- 
ential figure again, working as 
a consultant for Channel 4 and 


as an agent for such leadmg 
competitive lights as Jonathan 
Edwards, who last monto called 
for his return to the promotional 
v an guard of the sport. ... .. 

That scenario could yet ma- 
terialise. The future promo- 
tion of televised events m 
Britain is to be handled outside 
the new govermng body and a 
five-year contract is in place to 
use API, the sports marketing 
and sponsorship company run 
by Alan Pascoc, the former 
European 400ra hurdles cham- 
pion whose competitive career 

Norman helped to poll. 

Asked whether the new body 

would have the right to veto ap- 
pointments made by an a genc y 
working on its behalf, Moorcroft 
said: “These are some of the dis- 
cussions that we’re having now. 
I'm certain the people who are 
managing the events wouldn't 
wish to have people involved 
■who were not perceived to be 
the right people. 

“But talking specifically 
about Andy, he has a very def- 
inite role in athletics, and a num- 
ber of athletes and organisations 
like Channel 4 have used him 
because of the skills he's got. 
And I think these organisations 
should be free ro do that." 

- Simon Turnbull 
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Bess plan to shock Steelers 


Muster summons determination to exact revenge on his No I source of embarrassment 


Thomas Muster begun his de- 
fence of the Dubai Duty Free 
Open title last night with a nar- 
row vicimy against a familiar ad- 
versary. Sandon Smile, who had 
emlxarrassed him on this same 
Centre Court two years ago on 
the occasion of Austrian's first 
outing as the world No !. 

Slolle, son of Fred, one of 
the great characters of the Aus- 
tralian game, fought for every 
point over two hours and lij 
minutes before the 30-vear-old 


Muster's perseverance edged 
the contest. 6-3. 6-7. 6-4. 

Muster considered that his 
labours xvere not helped by an 
overrule by the German umpire. 
Rudi Berger, on a break point 
in the opening game of the final 
set. “If I have a bad match. 1 
have to hold mv bands up and 
say so." Muster said. “That was 
a bad match for Rudi Berger." 

The Austrian acknowledged 
that Slolle. ranked No 100. had 
a good match - “it was a tough 


battle" - and would have ex- 
pected nothing less. given the his- 
loiy of their meetings in the Gulf. 

On the Friday before the 
1996 Dubai Open. Muster de- 
feated Marcos Ondruska in a 
Davis Cup tie in South Africa 
to record his first senior win on 
a grass court. Rain delayed the 
conclusion of the tie. which 
was completed indoors. On the 
Monday, Muster was confirmed 
as the world No 1. He arrived 
in Dubai at 5 am on the Tues- 


day, drained of energy, and 
lost to Stolle that evening. 

Muster returned to Dubai 
last year and won the champi- 
onship. defeating Jim Courier 
in the semi-finals and Goran 
Ivanisevic in the final. The Aus- 
trian's impressive form on hard 
courts continued with a victo- 
ry at the Lipton Championships 
in Florida in March. However, 
he no longer dominated on 
day, his best surface, and his 
success on concrete ended 


when he was eliminated by Tim 
Henman in the first round of the 
United States Open. 

Henman is due to play Boris 
Becker in the opening round 
tonight The British No 2 will be 
aware that the semi-retired for- 
mer Wimbledon champion gave 
a rousing performance before 
losing to Goran Ivanisevic in the 
second round in Split last week 
“He sstill better than a fc# of guys 
in the top 10 and is capable of 
beating anyone.” Ivanisevic said. 


# Steffi Graf s comeback from 
injury was put on hold again 
today when she pulled out of the 
Open Gaz de France WTA 
Tour event in Paris with a calf 
musde problem. The former 
world No 1. who is recovering 
from a knee injury which re- 
quired an operation last sum- 
mer. had hoped to play her first 
tournament since reaching the 
French Open quarter-finals last 
year. 

- John Roberts, Dubai 


Bracknell Bees are again hop- 
ing to upset the odds tomorrow 
and pull off an Express Cup 
shock by taking one step to- 
wards reaching the fust final in 
the club’s history. 

Bracknell stunned everyone 
by winning their last three qual- 
ifying games to clinch third 
place in the group table and set 
up a two-legged semi final with 
Sheffield Steelers. 

Bees wanned up for the first 
game at Amen Comer by sur- 
prisingly beating Sheffield 6-5 in 
overtime at home last night. 

Sheffield are renowned for 


pulling out all the stops in big 
games like these, however, hav- 
ing won the play-offs for the last 
three years. 

The Bees coach, Jim Su- 
yarchuk, plans to counter-attack 
after an early Steelers' blitz and 
has hopes of taking a lead back 
to the Arena, for the return leg 
on February 19. 

The other semi-final, with 
No ttingham Panthers at home 
to Ayr Scottish Eagles in the 
first ieg. takes place tomorrow 
night at Lower Parliament 
Street. ! 

- fan Parka 
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Today we publish Che updated results of 
The Independent Fantasy Football League. 
The player scores are for all League games 
played until Sunday February 8th. The 
league table includes all scores up to 
February I st. Neither set of scores includes 
results from the FA Cup. The manager 
who is the overall winner will win a trip to 
the world cup finals in France next Sum- 
mer. 


Every lime one of jour phnmr score you gw four pornls. There 
are four points for a keeper or a defender every time their 
team keeps a clean shed. If a planer scores the winning goal, 
i.e.: if there is a one goal difference in the scon-tine, the play- 
er scoring the final goul for tile winning team is awarded I 
bonus point awnnled in addition to standard goal related paints. 
Radi successful Assist, a pass judged by our experts to lead 
directly to a goal, will give a player 3 points. The opinion of 
our experts on the matter is final. Each player selected und 
starting a game will be awarded one point. 


If a piajer Is giim a Yrlliwv Can] they Jose 1 point, if a 
player is given a Red Card they lose 3 points. Own goals, ei- 
ther scored or conceded, do not count. 

The Premiership Manager that you cl loose will be award- 
ed 3 points if tiieir reuHifr team wins. 1 point is awarded 
if they draw and no point? are given iT they lose. 

Updated player scores and league tables w ill be published 
every Tuesday in 77/e Independent ami repeated the fol- 
lowing Sunday in the Independent on Sunday. 



Independent Fantasy Football 


OVERALL SCORE CALCULATED ON MATCHES PLAYED FROM 8 AUGUST - 8 FEBRUARY 


LEAGUE TABLE 

1 

Mr D Srai 

The Untouchables 

S16 

1 

Mr D Aston 

Billy Boys 2nd 1 J 

816 

3 

Mr B Srai 

Simplv Tlie Best 

S13 

3 

Mr D Baker 

Deja Vu 

813 

5 

Mr C Kina 

Fccking Victory 

810 

5 

Mr PTufler 

Pins Up 4 

810 

3 

Mr D Evans 

Boothen End Olds Boys 

810 

5 

Mr J Cox 

SouthviUe FC 

810 

9 

Mr D Edmington 

Edmo United 

807 

10 

Mr Archer 

No Wright 

806 

11 

Miss Lisa Wild 

Amerrelto AFC 

S05 

11 

Mr I Bovle 

Wembley Bounders 

805 

(I 

Mr A Win grove 

Tony's Boys 

805 

11 

Mr T Lyons 

Dianais Demons 

805 

15 

Mr S Scott 

Unbeatable 

800 

16 

Mr J McCrossam 

Washed Up Army 

798 

17 

Mr D Baker 

Dead Heat 

79 J 

18 

Mr S Scott 

The Dream Team 

787 

19 

Mr M Pawley 

Robert's Raiders 

784 

20 

Mr A Choudhi 

N ikies 9th 11 

783 

21 

Mr G Bell 

Stunning Stunts 

7S2 

21 

Mr C Thomas 

Scunthropc Extras 

782 

23 

Mr 1 Brown 

The Hoofers 

781 

23 

Mr G Ford 

Linlhorpc Rovers 

781 

23 

' Mr Bradv 

Look Lrvelv 

781 

23 

Mr D Ac’kroyd 

Jacks Lads 

781 

27 

Mr M Ewins 

Mikes C Team 

780 

27 

Mr D Aston 

Billy Boys 3rd 1 1 

780 

27 

Mr S Walker 

Daniel's United 

780 

30 

Mr J McCrossam 

Whshed Up Army 

778 

30 

Mr J Hayes 

Early Birds 

778 

30 

Mr J Cox 

Retro Rovers 

778 

33 

Mr M Ewins 

Started But Will l Finish 

774 

33 

Mr M Ewins 

Mikes A Team 

774 

33 

Mr A Mitchell 

The Eye For ft 

774 

36 

Mr K Boyle 

Clogston Rovers 

773 

37 

Mr A Grom ley 

Celtic Whrriors 2 

772 

37 

’Mr S Man 

Rebecca Ravers 

772 

37 

Mr M Wind 

Team A 40 

772 

4 

Mr M Rikard 

Aller Lamberg 

771 

41 

Mr J Gleisner . 

Moscow Rovers 

770 
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GOALKEEPERS 


300 Seaman 
W Luktc 
-VW MaxuiiDccr 
VIS Bewail 
Ofllua, 

3B7 Waisnn 
308 Lease 
3(N Reavers 
AVI Fitan 
333 Branagh* 

X-l [X- Gocy 
MS Grotto 
33b Ogrizovie 

337 Hodman 

338 Nash 
33* Da) 

340 Pnurn 
34.1 Houll 

344 Snuthall 

345 Gerard 
34b Mariya 
347 Barney 
34* Keller 
34* ftxilc 
3SI iaraes 

353 Warno 

354 Sctuneichel 

355 DerGmrM 
35b Given 

357 Halo*. 

358 Pressman 
35* Tav tor 
3b0 Bcrani 
■W Wtlkcr 
3*1 Banfccn 
MS Mikkrako 
366 SullnOB 
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0 0 

0 37 
S 16 1.1) 


1.0 

in 


0 I) 

0 0 


i.n 
1.0 
12 
1 A 


24 3.0 

4 1-5 


56 J3 
1 12 


0 68 

0 0 


25 
IS 
33 
in 
5 3 
12 


27 25 


21 25 


43 30 

D IS 


0 IJJ 
45 3.4 


133 

15 


50 27 


DEFENDERS 


4ft) Dtvm 

403 Upson 

404 Pe«U 

405 Grimaidi 

406 Wmtcrtnim 

407 Bould 
«B Adaan 
409 Kami 
430 Sunn ion 
•133 Southgate 

434 Etiineu 

435 Ndsoo 
4.16 Wflpbi 
437 Saiwu 
4)8 Gismo 

439 Mo'o- 

440 Anpteby 

443 Tbompwn 

444 Krizan 

445 Berg 
Lc Sno> 

447 Coleman 
■MS Hendry 
44* Kama 
450 Hcndwt 

453 Valery 

454 AnJcrooo 



coot iutn 


Tt*M 


455 Cm 
45b Ellin 

457 fairdoueh 

458 Taggart 

459 Bergson 

460 Dufieny 
46.1 (VLnscu 

464 Launtvmrdc 

465 Leboeuf 

466 Sinclair 

467 Pasta 

468 Shaw 
46* Burrows 
470 Haworlh 

473 Edwonfiy 

474 Gordon 

475 Muscat 

476 Tnttfc 

477 Laughan 

478 Roberts 

479 HrtaiAvssort 
460 Sumac 
483 CPwril 
4S4 Lumen 

485 Emmo 

486 Phelan 
4X7 Short 
4S8 Wilson 

489 Unsworrh 

490 Hmchdiflc 

493 Bdk 

494 Kdlv 

495 Wethenll 

496 M Pienaar 

497 Donee 
4*8 Robertson 
4*9 Walsh 

51*1 Whilk*w 

503 Elliott 

504 Wuis 

505 Wright 

506 Ruddock 
SCn Kartoes 
5fB Kvarmc 
509 Bjarncbyc 
530 .Vianet 

533 McAieer 

534 G Neville 
335 P Neville 

536 hwtn 

537 PaD bur 

538 May 

539 Joiuecn 

540 Sifoi 
543 Albert 
5-U Howe y 
S4S Ptacci 
54ft Banon 

547 BcTctJcrd 

548 Btondcan 

549 Nolan 

550 Albert an 

553 WWfcer 

554 Steianonc 

555 Newsome 
55b Moakou 

557 Dodd 

558 Benali 

559 VanGobbel 

560 UuuJekvHtn 


BOL 

BOL 

BOL 

BOL 

BOL 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

COV 

COV 

COV 

COV 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

CRT 

DER 

DER 

DER 

DER 

EVE 

EVE 

EVE 

WH 

SHEF 

EVE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEI 

BOL 

LEI 

LEI 

LTV 

LTV 

UV 

LTV 

LTV 

LTV 

UV 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

SOU 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SOU 

SOU 

sou 

sou 

sou 


15 

u 

5 

19 

57 

40 

82 

3 

67 


0 51 

0 0 


2-4 
Si) 
ZB 
15 
15 
3fl 
30 
3Ji 
Sit 
15 
2.7 
1 ; 


0 51 
0 14 


0 II 
0 43 


1 39 

I 59 

0 


10 

I 41 


43 

0 40 

1 3* 


0 7 


0 69 
0 61 


0 29 
4 86 


15 

15- 

2JI 

1X1 

10 

10 

3J0 

10 

35 

IK 

15 

25 

IS 

30 

2.7 

3.0 
35 
45 
3j6 
25 
25 
12 
25 
12 . 
15 
1.2 
1.6 
30 
30 
L2 
25 
25 
30 
17 
42 
*2 
25 
30 
35 
35 
35 

4.1 

3.7 
30 
35 


root FUYEK 


nwM 


563 Scales 

564 Campbell 

565 Calderwood 

566 Austin 

567 Eifinburgb 
5h8 Carr 

569 Mahlm U 

570 Duds 

573 Riepcr 

574 Hall 

575 Pons 
57b Ferdinand 

577 tape? 

578 Turner 

579 Perry 

560 Curminghara 

583 Thmtfccr 

584 McAOfSer 

585 Kimble 


TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

WH 

WH 

WH 

WH 

WH 

WH 

WH 

WTM 

WEM 

W1M 

WTM 

W1M 


3.4 


0 • 21 
S 48 4.0 
0 38 M 
0 U 12 

0 is in 
4 » 12 

0 19 15 

0 0 


0 0 

4 24 


12 2.7 
30 
15 


4 
0 
0 

0 44 


IS 


42 
25 22 
0 20 
42 40 


15 

20 

15 


33 15 


MIDFIELDERS 


600 Piau 

603 Parloar. 

604 Pereira 

605 Vkrira 

606 Ornun 

607 Mendez Rndnguez 
60S 'brier 

609 

630 Dnpa- 

633 MareeOc 

634 Boflrei 

635 RedTeam 

636 Eaden 
63T Tuikfcr 
638. Danis 

639 WBan 

640 McKliUay 

643 Sherwood 

644 FUctofl 

645 Frandsen 


646 Thompson 
PUtack 


647 

648 ScOan 
649 ' Gnffin 
650 Di Matter? . 

653 Wise 

654 Newnm 

655 P Hughes 

656 Babcyaro 

657 laTer 

65B Ridianfccm 
65* McAlister 
660 Salako 

663 Johansen 

664 Simpson 

665 Aonovte ■ 
Dtovril 

667 Van Dei Laaa 

668 Daffly 

669 Hunt 

670 Partdnsrra 

673 Grant 

674 FarrcQy 

675 Smart 

676 Speed 


coos run* 


tw»t 


68U Rjhciio 

683 Haalaol 

684 Parker 

685 lay lor 

686 toon 

687 Lennon 
6W Guppy 

689 Barnes 

690 Kmltaapp 

693 McManaman 

694 Thomas 

695 Leonfardsen 
Git 


696 

697 

698 Keane 

699 Bun 
TOO fotorslti 

Lee 


WO 


704 Ban* 

705 Gflli 

706 


707 Ketstatai 
TOR BKnkct 
709 
730 

733 Carbone 

734 Magpioo 

735 Slater 

736 Oridcy 

737 Ajuterms 

738 Fox 

739 Howdb 

740 Gnjolo 

743 Snloo 

744 Nielsen 

745 wnTjamson 

746 Ml Hughes 
.747 Moncur 

748 Bishop 

749 Berfcovfc 

750 Lomas 

753 Jones 

754 Earfc- 

755 Aidky 

756 Fear 

757 C Hughes 


LEE 

LEE 

LEI 

LEI 

LEI 

LEI 

LE3 

NEW 

LIV 

LTV 

LIV 

LIV 

man 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

NEW 

NEW 

NEW 

BOL 

NEW 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SOU 

SOU 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

TOT 

EVE 

WIM 

WH 

WH 

WH 

WH 

WIM 

WIM 

WIM 

WIM 

MM 


1 45 


15 
23 
26 25 


0 15 

42 11 


26 32 


0 45 

0 


L7 

30 


26 52 
79 5.9 


12 32) 
30 4JJ 


SS 7A 

« TO 


14 721 
27 7.0 


10 33 
24 3.6 


12 3l8 
39 25 


2 ( 10 
25 22) 


0 36 

1 
0 


15 

US 

1.7 


49 32) 
15 24 


15 

L2 

6/1 


46 35 


II 32 


45 35 
19 3.0 


25 

20 


27 U) 
13 


25 
25 
59 25 


20 3.0 
17 2JB 


32 3.1 
34 10 


0 22 ) 
14 10 


STRIKERS 


800 Bcrckamp 

803 Whfihi 

804 Boamotte Ferciin 

805 Yorke 

806 Joachtan 

807 CoDvmorc 

808 Wilkinson 

809 Hcndrie 
830 HriMDv 
833 Sc iron 
K34 Galladicr 

835 Dahhn 

836 McGtnlay 

837 Blake 

838 Zola 

S39 Vmfli 

MO Ma Hughes 
043 Tbre Andie Flo 

844 Dublin 

845 Whelan 
84ft Huckerby 


ARS 

ARS 

ARS 

AV 

AV 

AV 

BAR 

Bar 

bar 

BLA 

BLA 

BLA 

BOL 

BOL 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

CHE 

COV 

COV 

COV 



cos runs 


ISAM 


847 Soitve* 

848 Ugbibourac 

849 Dyer 

850 Freedman 
853 Ndah 


S5. 


855 __ 

856 Scorruipe 

857 Wandwpc 

858 fcrgusno 

859 Barmby 

860 Deane 

863 UDcy 

864 Haasldwnk 

865 Oandpc 

866 Hcakey 
W Friwler 

868 Berger 

869 Owot 
STD Scholes 
m Cole 

874 SoEloaer 

875 Shcnngtram 

876 Neriand 

877 Shearer 

878 Aspnlla 

879 Ftadmond 

880 Huntum) 

883 GutSonasun 

884 Humphreys 

885 Booth 

886 Him 

887 Le Timer ' 

888 Evans 

889 Osteoud 
WO Anmimie 
8*3 Iverscn 

894 Hanson 

895 Kitson 
8% Hoidswoith 

897 Ekoku 

898 Gavfc 

899 EuclJ 

.managers 

900 "'Kiecr' 

903 UiUc 

904 Wilson 


COV 

cov 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

CRY 

BAR 

DER 

DER 

EVE 

EVE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEE 

LEI 

DEI 

LIV 

UV 

UV 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

MAN 

NEW 

NEW 

TOT 

NEW 

NEW 

SHEF 

SHEF 

SOU 

SOU 

SOU 

SOU 

TOT 

TOT 

WH 

WH 

BOL 

WIM 

WIM 

WIM 


1 22 

0 0 


15 
15 
34 ZD 


22 ) 

U> 


0 36 20 

1 44 25 

1 51 52) 

0 55 3 JO 

5 56 65 

1 34 
0 0 
0 S 


l 5J 
0 9 


X 


45 
32) 
15 
3.0 
35 
36 55 


0 57 95 

0 20 42) 
9 73 25 

1 40 62) 
S 79 b2 
I 48 72) 
U W SB 
0 0 20 


2 lOD 

20 7.4 


1 30 52) 

0 30 42) 
0 0 22 ) 
M 2 15 

•I 44 35 
10 50 35 
0 35 7 0 

0 6 13 

4 19 32 

4 17 5.9 

0 7 42) 

1 86 52) 

1 27 35 

0 13 35 
0 26 42) 
0 22 42) 

0 8 U 
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EVE 
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1 23 IS 
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J 
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TUESDAY ‘lO FEBRUARY 1996 


Toby Balding yesteixlay 

his appeal against a 

£1,000 fine for a “non- 
trier”. But the trainer 
could end the week on a 
...high note in Saturday’s 
higrace atNewbury. 

CWs Corrigan reports. 

.The rabbits on Waterihip Down 

■ were ro ^ fit of excitement Bel 
■latar, a contender for the Tote 
Odd Trophy, was coming over 

■ for a private gallop. If the hosnse 
winked well, for would flying 
rush to snap up the 10-1. 

But in racing as in children’s 
stories, few things go according 
-to plan and the Down was 
*ozen solid last Wednesday 
Bellator stayed at home and a 
dcsappcmced Hazel, Qover and 

Fiver remained huddled in their 
warren, none the wiser on the 
horse’s prospects. 
r Bellator, trained by Toby 
Balding at Weytafll, was a top 
juvenile hurdler until a near- 
fore stress fracture put him off 
> the track 14 months ago. He has 
been brought back quietly, run- 
ning just twice this season. On 
hi& Old form he would have a 
great chance of landing the 
Uophy which, with prize mon- 


r to lift Balding out of a hole 


PAri Ijg FU TURES MARK ET 


* * 


iSthaS- 15001 in doubL 

ffiafi bb,lS0ul0f hats fora 

bf«^ nyearsa 8 oB ald- 
^ saddled Ncblin, who 

daitT d fr0ID 3 particularl > r 

^ b °^ 10 ^ this same 
rare. Nebhnwonat 10-1 after 
havmg had a similarly quiet 
preparation to that of Bellator. 
. Ye sterday’s appeal by Ba Id- 
^totheJocke?^^ 
p Unary commiltee failed to 
ra^rturn punishments imposed 
J? local stewards over Jimmy’s 
Cross, who finished second at 
Wincanton in January. The 
trainer had been fined for 
schooling in public”. Richard 


Gucsi was banned for 22 days 
for his riding of Jimmy’s Cross 
and the horse itself cannot run 
for 30 days. 

Balding argued that Jim- 
my's Cross, who had not run for 
480 days before finishing 22 
lengths second to the odds-on 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Cool Gunner 
(Warwick 2.20) 
NB:Teaatrat 
(Warwick 1.50) 

shot Bengcrs Moor, had run to 
the best of his ability. After yes- 
terday’s hearing, he maintained 
that National Hum horses who 
endure long lay-offs with injury 
pose a problem for trainers in 
complying with Rule 151 cov- 
ering non-triers - and that he 


hoped his appeal would product? 
n review of the rule. 

‘There are humanitarian and 
vcrerinaiy aspects that should he 
considered. I have the greatest 
regard for the Jockey Qub dis- 
ciplinary committee, but train- 
ing is an art, not a science." 

Wjtaship Down has a gallop 
used by Balding’s brother Ian. 
who trains ul Kingsdcre. Bello- 
tor was to have worked with Ian’s 
talented Grey ShOL It would 
have been highly instructive for 
his chance on Saturday. 

“Because of the frost Bella- 
tor had a home work-out in- 
stead." Balding said. *‘Hc’s in 
very good shape. If he does well 
on Saturday, the objective would 
he the Champion Hurdle.” 

On his first run back since in- 
jury Bellator was 1 2th in a 21- 


Fallon denies not trying to win on Top Cees 


Kieren Rillon yesterday told the 
High Court that he was not a 
cheat. Fallon and the trainer 
tyuda Ramsden are sueing The 
Sporting Life for libel over what 
they say was a “savage verbal 
onslaught" in the paper in May 
1995 alleging that the Ramsdens 
and Fallon had conspired to de- 
ceive by not trying to win a New- 
market race with Top Cees. 


Ramsden’s counsel, Patrick 
Milmo QC, pointed out to Fal- 
lon that the allegation made by 
The Sporting Life was that ’you 
were not trying to win or trying 
to get the best place for that 
horse" in the Newmarket race. 
He asked the jockey:" Is there 
any truth in that?” Fallon 
replied: “No, sir." 

Mr MBiao asked Fallon how 


he had reacted to a letter from 
the Jockey Gub which criticised 
his riding in that race. “I wasn't 
satisfied with my riding cither. 
1 went for the wrong gaps," Fal- 
lon said. “If I’d taken the right 
ones 1 probably would have 
won." But he denied that he had 
failed to ride Top Cees with suf- 
ficient effort. 

The ease continues today. 


WARWICK 


1.50 Cttteen Kane 
2L20 Step On Eyre 
2-50 Aridey Royal 
3.20 Karar 


HYPERION 

3- 50 Cheerful Aspect (nb) 

4- 20 Holland House 
4.50 Cherry Pie 


sSaticira 81 Wa™** ftn) and Uamng. 
P £^jP e ?? afc 20 foteauryhg s&JdBnte fa^pnee.^- 
^ir^^r l T^n^^i : . 9 S’ U,W5 , C& CAB PARK: £5 in merwbers; carrtre ot comsa tree. 

<£“*»■ J PlUnan 17-75 @2J%\ O Sherwood tMZ Q&2%1 

17-79 {215%) W Manrton 1MB («%> 

• FAVOUR1TCS: 1B5 wins from 421 races (392%). 

BUMCBjBP RRSTTME: FtiHQI Oate 


FORM GUIDE 

ARKLEY ROYAL looted set w beat The very smart MusfcM m Ascot lost lama but the 
cues of the Mc/tobon horse prorated an the nivh. Lite Musfctit Artlay Royal was a 
decent tamper hcree and he looks the posable terror tar Ms seemingly easier open- 
off Knock Leader, seventh a JM Tabs m a reely hot bumper at Chepstow [MusfcW 
secondl won over hurdles at UngftokJ a torpp^n ago and should refch todays longer 
trp. Dual tamper winner and Wincanton scorer Potter Again (third to Neat Feat last tone) 
is another sue to be sUted by this step up m distance, and King's Banker, an Ireh points 
twinner, o bound to come on for his good third to Vlage King and Samuel wwerepm 
(tenor once) at Ludowt BNocttOfi: ARKLEY BOWL 


3.20 


1.50 


RYTON JUVENILE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E) £2^00 
added 4YO 2m Penalty value £ 2,828 

326 KILBRffiE LAD (43) (Ity (Ftar flbtosf) D Mchcfcoi 71 5 RTboatat 

21 TEAATRAL(T1)(BemenlGoMvBkxxtilDck1hidh(d CEgBdantl 5 Nwn&mm 

PC UPGRADE (31) (Q (MAitto Alta JBroatesO NltaakvrilaMKlv 5 _CUnralyn 

0 ALH08AAM (Us) (Speecini IU booii^ G L M om 6 6 JtDunaoody 

4P ARC aPMIMte A ftxUs) F Jordan «t2 DBytn 

“ ‘ W Stanton 

..-JAMcCertiy 
SUOMI 


0 OMJS QUEST (iqy Nat*) JtefcBt?. 


CmZEN KANE (FIB*) (ttxMh Komftte) 0 Sfw*ood 10 g . 
COLD LAZARUS 1F541J PE Mfc9RPHq» PE- 


CO DIE FIBI HI MAU S (B8) ij ady Vtetay) lim H KricfS 6 E- 

MCLUOE HE OUT (F474) (W J Gradsy] U Rpa 6 g. 

P LAHAB HASHWAN B1) (tte RASirPi) fl Cute 10 12 

00 RAMBO TANGO (36) (ASBtackfterriJB&ntiiCljBlQg.-.- 
« RAflElM7Y(20}Phe(JhllyRartna(sfiip} DQnwrttpC, 

0 aRAUDAF(19)(KQBaitDh)0Cmaa6g 

0 nmPUfBQEUwtWM^IBUikpVg.. 


AMtA M WALES (F50)(M* B J Hnitta) P Estes «7- 


.MARzguald 
— APUcCoy 
_. J Loach 

Gery Lyons 

Ptos? 

HOfcerpl 

..GBrodiny 


BWT ROSE (Pint) (Mm J HaddwiAWen PCterip* *7 . 
BBQUEF0&S0UCH£<Pnq (Ua 5 ttvfta*JflOk*n«J 7 -. 
CASUAL COnAQE(F56B)(P*ri A V*i(pl)RSrrtBl 107 — 

48 Ctd/WVf (Sfl (D A P fl VWSwr D 7 

0 - RSICH IKT |SI) P*s A M UpKkfl $ Daw « 7- 


,.JIDutiMC9 

ATborT*w 

JtAbpum 


GEORGE CONEY CHALLENGE CUP (HANDICAP CHASE) 
(CLASS C) £8,000 added 3m 5f Penalty Value £5,998 

SMOt A NC EXPRESS 04) (Cpj <H K Rjrtar) J hip » rt O APUcCoy 

43-FPO SEODM0GAO7)(SPTndal)SMekx9n9. CWnbb(3) 

F-F2P6 FULL OF OATS (24) fCQ) (Mmin EkadonS Ms H KrnN g 11 6 U A Ftagonld B 

-U2234 AHDPE LAVAL (28) [Ifcs Chrtsxflw IM^pQ K Bafey 9 11 5 NWHamson 

PP4-PU MAZZARQ ( 22 ) (A IJamsh) W G Mtunor 9 h 2 . .RDuwmdyB 

/PE-3 BaCDR MARK { 2 tQ (C J CbuagEj U WBtTEcn 9 6 6 W Wanton 

424SP ALLD GEORGE (24) (Lafe Modal SysHiB) A NewxnbegtlB.. .^..AThonAon 

■MS2 KfiMR (15) Urpra Swnpscnj H HmwB » 7 AGwr0y{7} 

3S23PG OH SO HANOT (19) (Mis 9 A Snith) R Cirts B 63.. JLaech 

BETTING: 9-1 A N C Express, 7-2 Nnoaro, 9-1 Bandar Hark, 6-1 Andre LanL 7-1 Ml Of Oats, 
B-1 Kanu, 10-1 Seod Hogs, 14-1 Oh So Handy. IB-1 AUo Georgs 
667r MoViaieaamg Tt tl O A Uagjie S-T (D Macfconj 7 fart 
FORM GUIDE 

A N C Earpraw has always shown hto best In nsdng grouxL but a *s doubthi tha many 
of theta can beat him on a faster suiace Unsettled after bemg hampered early r the 
decant San down race won by l-lm Ot Praise, he jtsrped hks nvate sily over ttra come 
and distance aftenvauds - coming home a dbtanca dearof Martel Boy. He doesnl have 
the same underfoot condtions this wie and has Qfc mom on he back, tan he^ tn crack- 
ing form The value could be OH SO HANDY, who ttee fast ground and a a getting 
who fnshed the 1995-96 season with a tourdmat. Mainly raced thtattnn with big weights 
and with the itdukI against hrn at Ludkw lasl tknw Oh So Handy mifArt just surpnae 
these off a feather weight Nazzaro returned to form at Fontwe* three weeks ago when 
dose up to Mafwood Caaba only » unshp Tbry McCoy near the Ira. Nazzaro can be 
Efven noma hope back with Ounwoody; but he ueuafy wants softer grow? than das. 
SaodRiogawfl B® the ft^er conduora Ha could be the surprise package d he gets 
the trip- Adi Of Oa(a is a usn&ng dtah an tbs couse after threw wira but the first-timer 
btrWers need to work to enable hfcn to reverse latest form wMi AN C Express, though 
a 13b pul must also be a hep. Andre Leva! Bees tast gong Selection: OH SO HANDY 


S TVE PROJECT (BO) (Lady Mm Cmnirj)C Basel f) 7. 

- 22 dacbnd- 


IBridgwaiBr 

Fenton 


3.50 


EBRINGTON HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £5,500 


BETTWG: 11-* Upgrade, 7-3 Mferida Lad, 4-1 TkaMnl, M Ckban Kane, 8-1 tnctoda Me 0«L 
9-1 mopte, ItM Afeosaan, W Ran Unfty, U-1 Oh fMenana, 1 M OMyi »1 trtwa 
60T. HUwfcm (USA) 4 6 g G Brartoy t!4to (I Bakfafll 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Faster group means thaw coUd be aoma upaato at the maadng. nie three panalsed 
winnefs kitNs opwier have al gained ttaNr aucceseea In the mud A Braly Improver la 
A Bioaaam , who egaln has FBcherd Durtwoody aboard after me Windsor detail run and 
bn to be more to home an tNs ground after a Rat win at Kemptan when w*h Dick Ham. 
Ctttzen Kano frwBlreaaidBdby OlwShar«»d andthtositflg winner 
ahoukWt ba lor away. INCLUDE ME OUT, a son of Old Via ran over inadequate tops 
as a fwo-ywaH when w«h James Rarnhawb WW enough thought rflobepbledh 
abOYB«eraga makfaiw, kwhjde Me Out hasn't soon action saico his foisih to Ed Dm 
lopla Over TbMau at Nottlnrf*in In October iBBflLGaldad and nowinttwhanclaatMBr- 
fin Pfpb hdudB Ms Out to wol »rty to be taring to 9 ) tar ttto fW taste of luting Kfcride 
Lad and Upgrade were both beaton in better races after their respective wins at Hay- 
doefc and Kampton, wfiOa Tbaatral won tfirea llms* on the level in Rw>« and dotted ijj 
tram modest rweta at Fghsatone 11 days aga How trtetrio cope with the toen cond- 
tions remahs to be men ftough. TBcopla jurvecl poorly on hte dabuti Bt Owtetorn 
and hie wasn't much on the Flat Soto chon: WCLUOE kC OUT 


n M MANUFACTURING 1NDUSTWES NOVICE CHASEjCLASS 
^■^ u l D) £5,000 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,631 

- aia^a-^^iaK fate A D UrTra. 


added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,857 

1 t&-2 CHEERfiA. ASPECT (14) (Lady fflkhgfcn) T Fbraer 5 ij O NWBamson 

2 3FIEF HAHLEQUm CHOHiS (19) (CKBF) (Ftarter^ Schware) Itn J Pianon 8 10 12 D Luehy 

3 3-PP21 ANNA S0LHL fIB) (t^ (U G St Qto**i) 0 S«viocd 5 O 9 MJflchwds 

4 A-TZP2 CASStQ-S BOY («I) (D) (BF) [L^tcJbI R acingi GWfcCa*t7 13 B DJIMUt 

5 6M4 BOWCLIFFECOURTpS)(BF) lAD5penc8) JAtetinte 04 .CUaaaOyn 

6 0326 (TteRwVUfcsfWnenhp) WMuaS C4 APUcCoy 

7 UB32I- STB/EFORDpB^ TO(PJMBgan)CMaioclt9 03 — JRKuw^p 

8 -8S332 VYAa«IA(fJ)(B)Wrsft^an?> 3 l)DBiKh 3 J 7 C 1 DJBschal 

-Bdectorad- 

BETT1NG: 7-4 CbeerM AspecL M Wadada, 5-1 Anna SoM, H Brecon, 1M Harferbln Chorea, 
10-1 Caaskfa Boy, 11-1 BowcOfa Court, 12-1 Steve Ford 
697: Reaganaaqua (USA) 5 0 11 R Rarant M (P Muphy) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

This is a weak IwndlcBP with CHEERFUL ASPECT looking up to the task aftBr a 9>od 
first run of the season against the rruMoving and cause spectate BescttMa Flyer at 
Letoestsr. He may look a mud-tow* himsett on hs lour starts (debut winner r the aofU 
but he pam need the E*ah to beat Lord Huntingdon's Arabian Story dt the Ftat at Poo 
tetrad two years ago when trained by Ed Dunlop. Anna SoleH is In form and gets 19b 
after the win from Skram at Taunton. He is another who promteas to go 51st as wei on 
Ws faster gand off just a 41b higher mark. Brecon e another who can be expected la 
■« ttw faster conrWone and the booking ofTany McCoy Is (iterating. Haitapiin Cho- 
rus fa back hwtflno after a chaw-fal a* Ludksw: He beat Royal Stimltsrlnihe soft over 
hurdes her® In Novsctw. Setedton: O-EERFUL ASPECT 


AirnfT WM1IUVIA»I VUyya«iraHa*tai|i.— — ■ 

«.« COOL GUWB1 (15) (ftevad ftWgj J tag 6 
IPS DBJGHTfFH) (978) (PrvlB Of Africa 7 113- 

bMB nnftirm nnftm (II D rduminnl DTTfin •fit! 1 


JS BHKSfaiSSSS ?s=n: 


P5&F1 ASKTFE BUTLHI(14) (D) (B M Pipe 7 71 B 

1MHF SWDAHFEHD(0)^fatBWbrfRRoiw71lB ,D a fagwdar 

-w-g SUPREME LADY (2D) (0F) (SuptHna Lady Psrtnare! Mss H Krtjf* 7 it 4 ._G Bradley 

21FBIP CANYCXJ JUST (7S) (H J Annscn) RAirraon 10 Tl 3 Jl rRAratson 

— — *• iM Mm w Netf tri i i r< iwif rtoi hamatiq . — — - H ffmeewon 

BPomI 

B Feiton 

AThofiion 

5I8MP AnrYtoSwi) - j^AY taadrcw JO H 3 — — -J A 

50-m SSA*SOT(^P{Rayrrordla« Yrt«fasong-n3 — .^AFtogaraW 
222Pa STB»ONEYrap<)(D)lAmeDuche3sdVte8trteiHlTF(xsteBh 3 Jftflwoody 

P STREET TRADER (S3) (A J S R*l«t T Caayfl ff j.—— 

Q3S2U- BUPB3 RfTCHART (Mq (The S rataxi ^ octets) B PaAiQ 6 h 3 RGraa* 

BETT«G:54 8qnM LatH.a-1 A* The Baft* 4-1 Seaaoie ^4.5-1 Sir Darta, M Cool Gun- 
not, 7-1 Step Orify®, w DsBgte, 20-1 Supe r ratob«rt ,»-l tem 
687: Eternam 7 U 9 J R Kwanagi B4 tar (N Handatw^ 6 ran 

FORM GUIDE . 

ASK TFE BUTLER, a dBcanttypaowr hurtea tar Christy fl p^ hw Qii» 

tenham erwpg«nef« fa tte Arkfa and Sun ABanra He wm gartr^w^^'^ ^ 
brsd JaM^esSTSeaar a tortnfcht ago, but beta the 

srsssxfr -sassss.'aK 

wins at Mtoreester and 

EBF ‘NATIONAL HUNT J^VICE HURJ^ D) 

— . £3,750 added 2m 4f 110yds Penalty Value £3,791 

Sit 

^sss 

0 DIAMOND LEADS WD M.O0* N A Thornton 

00 EAGLE STOW* MPJ Hartnatfl P gantegs 5 11 0. r q Ma 

1-F HtECOr(19)<JWl4C“~^ fl " Q -*= 


A ~ O fll AIR WEDDING TROPHY HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
H-.aiu I £ 1,350 added 3m 2f Penalty Value £1,087 


29331- DIAMOND FORT (258) (CD) (1*3 H Stocks) J IA£on*xiie tJ CS.AteO UoFhel (7) 
g W-f EWTHMOVER Rate! R Barber 7 gB—— 

3 Si PM HOUJWDHOUSE(P24)(EIW|WPOBi^gE^-.^~*CV^mB 

4 T33M RUSTY BflJDGE (PM) (C) (D) 0 KJnlmh) M^Mnonll OB.^RBurtenm 

5 6821- TFCMAlAKAHMApTh) (CO) (CCtoy) MreCBafcy tZSS Sh B ftltoC* (5) B 

-Sdadarad- 

BEnWG: MEartfimovac 7-4 HoBaalHouaB, M ThaMafatanw. 12-1 B*araciidRirt,IWrftl*a. 

687: The MabteitB 11 C 3 » B Patot* (5) lav (Mbs C Sawkn) * ran 

FORM GUIDE 

EAHTHMOVEH IbS te Larkhi Iasi morth but he dd romd Chop s»w end SbM- 
tard far wins fast season so he can be excused thte Wp. He was fa front adwn condng 
a cropper at the 12th at Larfch* and ttos imbeewn geidfag of last term rfwtod prow too 
hot tar Holland Houaa. even with Charts Vlgore 1 mount rtsinhg so wel on hte raap- 

naaraniM to be beaten rarrowte by the R-lated Pn»d Sun and Fantua at LarkhBI on the 

same day. The Mteakanna won this race Iasi yaar and Is from theyard of 

who won on Saturday fa the ra» b «Mdi Preud iSuni ma 

aoo was lass oompetnhw lhan the, but The MatatamB tad wni at LHtweto tot barit- 

md owr a longer trip when Rusty Bridge was a wsi beaten threl and Itotend Houaa 


■jTEf \ 1 FEBRUARY MARES MAIDEN NH FLAT RACE (CLASS H) 
4-OU c~i con nridnd 2m Penaltv Value £1^445 


\2M 


I 2B1-F «*WTWSJ«?Sr 
23M0 

I PltF- GAHRtSONfWBWy fN 


Dm* Anfcraon) Ate H KrttM 7 fl 0 


2 

«S 

mja uim £0 (4S 3 H Parted I w * Bms5 . ^ „ » 


NHmdB*fa5nO — JR 


_H Richards 


SWyona 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 
7 

a 

9 

6 

11 

g 

6 

14 

6 

6 

17 

6 

6 

20 

2t 


£ 1,500 added 2m Penalty Value Ct^45 

ARDSntWY (Z7) (G P P Sawort) N Handstson 5 Tl & 


5118... 


CH8BTY PIE (Dans Bany) D Mchdatn B 7J8. 

00 QflACmiLIX3UY(12)(Hydo-BrBto)AarB 

4 MELODY PRINCESS (35) (Fterk Ctarkri O ONel 5 11 B 

05 KY DAWN (27) (A L C FiQgl C McrtX* 5 T! 8 

0 IIYDESPSUD0(11)(UbH 


-THaagwp) 


BltoawyCT 

LCunmnc^ 

MrKR0%n(7) 

£H*bsndffl 

JIOBwsP) 


aSP8 

IB. 


.DJKmmaii^ 

— M Norton (7) 


„T 


as^ipsaw^v.-c^-« a 

==55=8 

T AND ORANGE (27) (Cam Ifceehlol R Oste 8 fl 8 JPartoOurtP) 

THREADS(8fl(CPHUcdotfOCI*»lDCii5T18 P J&2 

mDOBNM^natPD PlitWPI^ eil^--- nTZSliteteSm 

DORANS GflOVE Mbs J CifiwrfBfrt J King 4 *) XI «-B0 pl ilt HcM (5) 

rigsg 

JiThcrnten 



Mteanw4gg. 


wram (rwi.uTOr.'w-- — - — --- — ■ — 

SALUf UOffFOOT (kte R 5 Parting PDdkst 4 6 g 


P-0042 KMGPADCff(^(Ma 

MO 
0 

M42F 

05 THE IB* 


^Tob (j e wb) d mum « « a—r*; 


— NA 

W1 

_EHutoand W 

no n u— .— — — 

JN LM » J 5 


. DO OH HO I 


vhTO «J3Ed — 


BETTWG 7-4 MSn BoyA 3-1 

corta, 14-1 Kha teddy, JJJf ’ £ 
667) »jEttng«*rtjJsfi N 0.8 Johnson W® 



6-1 Ktajfa BanteR 7-1 Sunaw 
Osr*tbso(i. 20-1 ttthan 


„tteOMcP(wl(7) 
A Bates (S) 

-PHanlayP) 

BETnMS:7-4 Ch««T ^ "* ** 

Fee Leaks. 14-1 Ww te*. 1*-1 Donna Grtra, 20-1 JamBm, 2S-1 ootars 
"wrotaiMii fi MJwlFDrswwpRjjaawi 
FORM GUIDE 


dee at Wetherby on Steuiday and. mom importantly aa far mW race a ' 
^ SftWB^nawwr^WSmotftf^faaW 

NMNUwknxiffe Anteirtiwiy ***s ^ bwwbiwi and has tfa same 


Facing results 

: FOHTWEU. 

Wa*sr9S!i 


± 20 : 1 . BTOWWaiP 

SSSra'S.W® 



450: 1 . PROFESSOR COOL |R Them- 

ten) 3-1 tor, a Newby BhIS« 3*So£ 
MMon BeB® 7-v 18 ran. i*fe hdffM iD 
■ffijSwmWw* C4TO MOEJfla 

mbi OF: EVUUCS 1 : £2105. Tna ESOIQ 
Jte*pot£25Sm _ ^ 

Ptacet: £msa Place 5: E37B& 

newcastle 

2.1ft 1 .B 3 &WBS DU MOULIN (P Car- 
berry) a-ii fc* 2 - out^y WsW »i: £ 
Fryup SetoUito 1342. 10 raru UZ'fr. (6 
SSads, Qreyatoteljbto: 

wm em DF EH 0 Q.Tntj: C3B30. 

^4ft 1. MTfflBAIC tVh 

Ktechem IS-i ; 3- Knayton Knight 8-t 14 



Graphic Equaliser, penalised 

just 61b for his easy 4‘Mcngln 
Tvin in The Ladbroke Handicap 
Hurdle at Leopardstown. is a 
top-priced 100-30 with William 
Hill -Ladbrokes go 5-2- for 
Saturday’s Tote Gold Trophy at 
Newbury, the weights for which 
were raised 151b at yesterday’s 
five-day stage- Tibetan, not dis- 
graced in seventh at Leopard- 


sown, is 20-1 with Coral -Urf- 

brakes go just 12-1. w”" 

ner of fcmpton’s Christmas 
Hurdle as is 7-1 with Coral - 
William H31 go just 11-2- Silver 
Groom, disajqsomtiiigJast nme 
but a feir 10th in the^ WDbara m 
Handicap Hurdle at Sandcwm 
on bis reappearances, s 6^1 with 
Ladbrokes - Coral go a>l* _ 
-Jon Davies 


Balding: humanitarian 


runner rare at Sundown. On his 
latest outing, at Ascot three 
weeks ago, he finished sixth of 
12 finishers. But if Balding is 
called upon on Saturday to ex- 
plain any improvement, be has 
an excuse on a plate - in fact, 
on two plates. At Ascot, Bella- 
tor ripped off a hind shoe min- 
utes before the rare. The other 
hind shoe had to be removed to 
even things up. Bellator not only 
had less grip, but became 
wound up by the incident. 

Perhaps, though, the biggest 
question over his chance is the 
form of the Balding stable itself. 
No winner over jumps has been 
saddled from there in 17S days 
- a run of 97 losers. Thai se- 
quence could end on Saturday. 


Tote Gold Trophy 

Horse (Tr^WJK) ^ tM 

OMtefc&BteterlUMflBtetfjN g 53 -r~ „ « 

— — M 

C umua n U te Court fTW* fa HTOstM — — — * — 7 M 

MrPrpKJGftBniRtt^ 8-1 * 



TWtetFawYWwW 
^li»rteta0(NHarteros;6W 


SamCmaaWCtewKnWattl ®l! .. 

fi^yw^Bqiwlgteoolfcpteea. 


Cheltenham Gold Cup Chase (3m TfW*** 5 ) 

Mto« — ^ 


Hone rttanef.Vwflha 


Gate 


See More BMtoM»[PNggW 


4-1 


3-1 


Pride (MHmaenftl) 


5-1 


5-1 


41 


Tire Grey MCBfcfGthaaote) 


8-1 


M 


6wiy Bay (C Braote) 


0-1 


t>1 

6-1 


B-1 




CARLISLE 


fi M0 HANUWPWCESSfflKtegoaefl-- 


,M teeter 


__N Strife 


HYPERION 

1 AO Memsahib Ofesteem Z10 FEHS UKE GOLD 
(nap) 2A0 Forever Noble 3.10 RhossHi Bay 3A0 
Cherry Dee 4.10 Highbeath 4 AO Son Of Aragon 


GOING: Good to Soft 

• Fkgte-hand undutallng course 

• Course e on Durbar road. 4m W of juncutn 42 of MS. Staton 
2 m ADMISSION: QUb Eg (OAPs & urKter- 2 is £3). TattwaaBs 
C7 (OAFS & uxJer-2ls E4) CAR PARK: On rafa £3; rest tree 

• LEADING THAiNBTS: Mm MReimtoy 33- CH (3Z7V G RlcftaRfa 
31-133 C33%1 J M Jefleraon 13-56 P32°o)i LLungo 13^7 (149%). 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: P Mwen 30-106 (2B3M A Dobbin 23- 131 
m B Storey 20-163 (I2a%). P Cariteny n-35 (314%) 

• FAVOURITES: MB vans ram 3S5 races frtU%). 

BUNKERED FIRST TIME: Northern Squire (340) 


1.40 


HOECHST EBF MARES ‘NH’ NOVICE 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^50 2m 4f 110yds 
J Slisa GAMW>GS}(D)NT«BEn£aMs7n g XMrnto 

2 . DOF ALLEffflECK (62) J GariSng B D O JSapfde 

3 BMP BROOK HOUSE (B^BBarfeU 76 C-CUcCooneck (5) 

4 0 CHANTILiy ROSE (80) R Brews 6 DC ASSMBi 

5 M FLOSS THE BOSS (5T) 1*^ J &tram 5 1) Q SStoMy 

6 OF QIACElAND(73)FUffljjft?fi!?C- MftBW 

7 -0P334 HURST TUB) pn (BF) FMtaa^i66g A Dobbin 

B -3*322 XWOOOY (42) Ur D T tarenn 5 0 12 DRuker 

0 4 KERflfSOALE (82) P Beaunot GU2 . — RSuppb 

6 LAOYHAUGH R Jrinson 5 6 g ^KJottmno 

tt £0224 Un>Y LOUSE (85) MS MRsvatoy 6 012- J>I«M 

g 3450- IIA0GE MCSnAGH(4BQJMJrifason 66 g-ECelaghto 
Q o N3IPHK BUK (91) psF) S Kettewl 6 « CJk C Bane* (9 
14 T303 HB6AHB0FeS1ESl(S8)SGcingi76gJlrSDBata(5) 

6 MHF MSS BARTHOLOMEW p8) M Hamnwl fi O g J1 Gwtity 

6 40* GCflCK MARCH (40) E Htrynies5 D g NHontJCfclp) 

17 032PP4 SECOND BOOLE (11) OBnmmB 10 g U Brennan 

6 P-ff SEE MORE CASTLES (17) G A HarVw 7 tJ g — BHMklB 

- IB detteroo - 

BETTING: 94 Ganpafl, 7-2 Llppy Loiiao, 5-1 UonaabBt Oftsteem, SI 
JwKKjOy. Second Fiddle, ID-1 Hurjl Flyw, 12-1 oUkh* 


BETTING: M Eaaby 

M Hartefl, 10-1 NoMe Nonmu. Rte tenn t*L atiwr * 

p5"37fl KING MOOR HANDICAP CHASE 
|3- lO| (CLASS D) £5,000 added 2m 

i a-rao waacAtoB tm W p bw M c tt 0 --r-- K 

1 

i ^ 

$ 4BPA- N£WTHP«nEpto9WMBanw6«0 Bfalllorp) 

-fidndirid ,<> 

Ufabm- tea nw wd« “gSif 

BETnNfta-l HatMe Man. 94 gamy Cgwti ** Ban 7 1 r»d- 

rtcaUt B-1 FfanfaS Mkarta.33-1 North Mde 

HETHERSGILLCONDmONALS H'CAP 
HURDL£(SASS E) £3,000 3m 110yds 

i«nA1»«(M)(0)lteMRw*YBgO.. — JatJMl 

ASWdar81l6. — — 5 uwtar v 


.WDowtoflP) 

6 . 


1 «z» vn 

1 ££ ESSBail ttEs=v ^ - - 

? aa a'awwwafft S 

Ttey. B-1 Totjf, 10-1 Nnra»mSt|Bli«, Dodsmartai; 12-1 cfeare 

5~37\1 JAMES HALSTEAD HANDICAP CHASE 
v»iw| (CLASS E) £4^500 added 2m 4f 110yds 
-iPnF CWPSJOUTCTTJCT M ' x ** Jrt8fBC0 — -PCtabany 
1-g50 HIGHBEATH (TT) (D) MnM ReM%71l B.. 

PWPP KALAJO (17) OT LUlglS ft 2- 


2.10 


TOTE NOVICE CHASE (QUALIFIER) 
(CLASS D) £5^00 added 3m 
f 33331 FEELS UKEG0UJ (Ifl) GReto* » tt 3- AOObUB 

2 FP-POF CRASHBALLD0 (5) P Qcestnx^i 7 0S! ASSnrth. 

3 444406 BaflNESTRSrnUOGnrarggg M Bremen 

4 BOW 1 FARHB 1 S SUBSIDY («)GMIitocre 6 1)10 NBartfay 

5 004-04 FQILOE RAMBLER (1® Ft Jtfraon 7 00 XJotaMi 

6 63/2-4 GRATE OS. (B?) P Beaumont 6 6 6 E Wg h ifa 

7 OQOOf HOWYOUOOWG (B67) S Ketfiewel B t) O.-JfrC Bonner (3) 

B DBPP- laTHW COTTAGE paiJRSfto 76 6 NSbarraB 

8 g«P SANTAJET(«)(D)GMMoore766 JCaBaglrei 

6 -64S3P SMPBI (4) F Urc^i 6 6 6 — JSUppte 

D 426F SWANBtSTBl (5) (C) (D) LUingoS DO RSuppte 

g OOMJ3 THE CROOXH) OAK (46) N "ParervOMK B O t) _C Haute 
0 1 P 3 W aOWBJOFDUWIAMEflfl)(II)tt8D7hom8on7*5 — 

JJ Parker B 

-iStteoiand- 

BETT1NG: B-4 teel* LBw Qoid, 74 SmribbMt 7-1 The Crooked Oak, 
10-1 Errata Street. 12-1 Grata Deal. 16-1 Srtper, 20-1 ofe» 


W» NLM« (139) p) WMte mBTIO -^ 
3-122F ETBWALCnY(83}(W) GBdWte766- 
2P-ZO. LIFEBUOY (82) (CO) J1liiw7t)9 


-R Supple 


5 "Italor (3) 
.JLDobbfa 


1440] 


2.40 


POLYFLOR NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
. E) £3,000 added 2m 4f 110yds 

1 3GFG BOURBON WNASTY(UB(BF)GRdwfa5l1 6-ADobbin 

2 P-FP1U EAS8Y JOKER (17) (D) S Itotael O Tl t)-JirCBoneBr P) 

3 BUT3 NOBLE NORMAN Hts\ Mftatoey71lO Glee 

4 1-4F BROTHHt OF IRB (34) too M fletoey 5 tt 4 PNivan 

5 ra CK9KME{34)UsaLtenel8n4 TReed 

8 P «3P0LPfaNCE(17)G0l0roya57i PlOdgkryP) 

7 3 FAIR FARM LAD (17) J Jaffereon G it 4 E Crite J ian 

8 32-62 FOREVER NOBLE (4^ M Haimnl 5 Tl 4 RGretty 

9 . *4= RITURES TRADER (42) M Hammord 5 11 4 DBenfley 

B 030000 BraANMCBKJTPfl jTumer5 tt4 JT&ppte 

It 2- LOOKS UKE TROUBLE (373) N OsnoB B H 4_M’S Draw* P 
g CP IWLAMBRWP5) MsLWfemscn6T1 4. _RBeteny 

6 2M NATURAL WLH<T(B8)CPatar6 11 4 DPtetar 

14 605 SPIRIT OF STEB-n^TTfaB 5114. JCaBeghen 

6 BM TWE WARRIOR (B2) G W Ltoore 7 Tl 4 NBanttey 


_ .1 Simpte 

£T-C K Lirww «4W|ppw|w > 

/ ffn- MMIOHIIIOODpB^NOanbeitott 107^w^ JSw 

8 VJ3-S54 FAHNEYSia)(f9)WJUONa«-nC7— R« ^attr(3) 

9 FH4565 MAGtC BLOOM (43) [0) JHJNfaaonttB B ^ECtoagt ran 

D 36W® P0WTD8IANpM9{D)BBhenC62._-CI»eCeniteekW 
11 43420 KARBMSnW(T7)M*S9mlli760 RWWreonR 

-lldedired- 

ifiteun nwfgftt TON. True luntcop *oQ t ftaroftote n. 
BETTMft 11-4 CMppaO Out, 5-1 Btmd Otf. M uw *°* 7_ 1 

MgMiealft, Frerty Gten, 1 (M Poteto Men. w atari 

DURDAR INTERMEDIATE NH FLAT 
RACE (CLASS H) £1,500 added 2m If 

1 PERCY PARKS 5 ® (12) (D) N TUsUrhOavlBS 5 11 Tl 

JGoMMi(7) 

P- BALTIC LAXE (380) MnKW0Ki811 4 JECafleghaa 

CAPMH4N0MaSBritfi61T< Sterrttfif) 

Fl- COPPSN JEWH.P82) JJ0RNI5-Q4 RMetHh(8) 

GUSCUMMGHANMsURMivai14 GLre 

XMGS COUNTRY N Mann 6 11 4 JteSDireckK) 

0 LUCHf MOVE ft4) S Kttlawd S it 4 MrCBamarp) 

OVER THE SOLWAY L Lingo STI 4___ WDrerifaBOl 

00 SAMSHAN (143) K Hogg 5 Tl 4 DThanei(7) 

D SHAY GAPfZ^ MrajSwpyS Tl 4 Mr R Morgan |7) 

0- WUiAMOFORANQE(2B7)QfUwta6114 — Bttadng 
YOtJNG THRU5I9 N Mrtrai-OnfeE 5 Tl 4 — LSuBierap) 

BOOKWGNOTEFIAipl¥56g Jfe P Marpfcy (7) 

CMDB)N0NEMBvw5gQ STtaylora 

CR»mSJ3WFMrttfjB®B J Magee (3) 

□TYKNTRWtaadmto46B FLtewCT 

0 JACK HASH (MSKMBMMtia THegsP) 

HAUGHTY FSUNQS W Udfewm 4 V) B_C UcComnck (3) 

0 SCQTMAIL 1AD (M) G M Mom 4 6 B NHrartyp) 

SON OF ARAGON C Thornton 4 ®8 NNarradtep) 

~20dedami- 

BETTWG: 136 Percy Reikaeper; 5-1 Gue Cwmfagharn, B-1 WHare Of 
Orange. 8-1 COppem Jewel, YbunsTteuatei; 1M oteere 


LING FIELD (AW) 

HYPERION 

2.00 Robeinon 2J30 Dancing Rio 3.00 Sea 
Danzig &30 Red Pepper 4.00 Broughtons For- 
mula 4.30 Mystical 


0213- VWTE PLAINS ( 

BBS- AHUYAT (48) J h 
«K33r . . 

WOO- NQRTHBW SUN (218 


| K Bud® 5 9 r K Felon 2 

_MHHa6 


0-4TB SfADAIOG (5) (CO) J Briefer 5 87 RStedbofane ff)B 

-Bdactered- 

BETTWG: 54 «MU PWraM SteenaoDef Sterty,5-l Sea ttenriftT-l 
Herr TMgaar, B-1 Ahllyal, Nortbem Sai 


GOING: Standard. STALLS: fasrta Bwceptlm (outside). 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low for SI & Bt 

• Left-hand, sharp cone (Equtrack surface). 

• Course fa SE of town on 6BC0B Station ac|ainB couse ADMS- 
StON: MX CAR PARK: CU» S3; rest free 

• LEADING TRAINERS: G L Moore - 70 wfanere faun 329 iuv 
nere gives a suecesa ratio of 133*. M Jobnaton 56-297 (B9*l R 
O’Suflhian 47-339 (09%) R Hannon 46-370 (124%) 

0 LEADING JOCKEYS: S Sanders 5666 (*09%) D Holland 47- 
213 (22.1%) S Whitworth 40-275 (143%). W Ryan 31*86 (67%) 
BUNKERED FIRST TRUE: Sun Alert (MX* 


po on l DURLSTON HEAD MEDIAN AUCTION 
l°- ou l MAIDEN STAKES ( GLASS F) £3,000 6f 

1 60042 OONOE (6) R Ingram 4BB AUcOcm4 

3 M POSAIWE{10)MSahrn»495_ Sfto«m5 

0- BLAZBIG BLL7 (KB) C Dw>w 3 8 9 KFeBonl 


4 DBOS2 RED PEPPBt (Z1) P Hovfeg 3 B 9 SWUteMbB 

% 633G- STTUDWG KWG MQra rai 388. AHkdrayS 

MTHNS: 54 Striding Mug, 7-4 Rad Papp« » Ctom* ttVIBbrins 


2.00 


HURST POINT LIMITED STAKES 
(CLASS F) £3,000 added 1m 

1 -4620 MUTAHADETH pi) P) D StBW 4 B 1 J Rtfdon (7) 4 B 

2 M2B R0BaiXWCT(O»te3LSIuto791 Da»D7M)3 

3 2T2S0 AMICa (11) (CO) C mermen 4 8 t 2 JJwn McKereta 3 

4 65480- SWFT (UR) (0) M Ndtee 4 8 g — A UcCartby (5) 1 

5 OOQB4 WADERS DREhI (M) RatMlcfel SB g — Anank Sandarc 5 

-Sdectered- 

BEnwetlM ffotaBon 3-1 sret, 5-1 AenknMiMfwcbfe 20-1 KbthBftwnj 


(4.00 


EDDYSTONE HANDICAP (CLASS E) 
£3,750 added 2m 

-KFtOonT 


00223 HALfKJOWlOOMp) JJanfcta5f) 

1006-1 SHBBFF (26) (CO) J Hto 7 9 g 

030-2 DfWH7YOT’(QSWb0ds49TI 


- — H Henry (3) 5 
Cteyfl 


2.30 


DUNGENESS POINT CLAIMING 
STAKES (CLASS F) £3,000 3YO 1m 2f 

0-C21 DANCMBRIO(4)PHattem9B C Uwrttwr p) KJ 

SC-13 BttHWRS GOLD (14) I Campbel 9 1 A UacLay 4 


54-253 FKAWW (10) S Dow B 7. 


-P Doe (7) 7 
WitaanS 


202-46 KATIES CRACKER (28) MQJreB 4 — — 

40530 THaxalffiACKKWG(15)aBnjgiaS RHranriiB 

LAWSmANKBurteBO J (total 

50644 fB%UOATJaAM3LEpt)PF) NffejoacTC— AMeCW«a»RZ 

40450 D0(E CROSSROADS (10) SDow7g 11 Henry (3)9 

48000 IB»WIIBSp(5Mtt»)B«iidi7B QBanMBY 

4N542 R1VHT FROMRBR W M Utoar 7 6 AMchoib(7)3 

BEniNft2-1Itada9no l MEii6ererta(toM l 7-1Fl!|Hto l Mverl : lm. 
Ktetfa Crastot Bernufa Uongto. 1M tdws 

BISHOPS ROCK STAKES (CLASS D) 

£5,000 added 1m 2f 

2043- STBUB0li®SnWCyCt3J)(CU)CC^5fiBJ3Hllla«11 


2AF32 OETANT STORM (21) BUeeelyn 59 3-A McCarthy ^) 8 B 

5 36041 BROUGHTONS FORMULA pi) (CO) W Musson B9 1 

— DHtatad3B 

6 00044 AtWOUfKSNG (n) GLMoora4B6 ACteta4 

7 23-40 SK3EJ AND SEALS) (28) (CtqCCyar4Sfl^Rflniocflt 

B 00060 SUNALBTTfT) MPU^aa487 JtaeOTMIZB 

-8 dectered- 

BETTWGe 2-1 BnengMon Fonwia. 7-2 PWant Stern, 5-1 Hot Heo Y)e- 
rem, 7-1 StteriR, UvMk B-1 Aanfioncto& la-1 others 

4 30 N^^Kr HANDICAP (CLASS E) £3,750 


1«2 MYSTICAL ft (CO) Ms LGbfaba4«0 SVftrtworlti7V 

32454 RAFKEY HOPE (7) (C) (D) C Faetusl 5 0 TI L Qtanwck 4 Vr 

30-61 ANOKATD (m (C) T Ub4 S 9 ___ACWcBB 

40020 MANOLO (7) D Later 5 92 

SW3 «XXBYEG4JafEN(W)6fturai4ET3_.C 
30401 SHARP HP (W)(C^RMFtouer BSC 


ttMlftll 


3.00 


1 

2 

3 

4 

s 
6 

7 5B806 BUffLAMPfflBlvw>480-. 

B 40004 HARM0 STREET (TT) P Bare 576 _Jk_ 

9 4000-6 NORnONJUDGE^ AJhmaa57B R 

-Bdactared- 

MMHube TM T0h7tamfgteMvto6M7te8ftNMberaJucte7M4CL 
BETTTN£^tM)«dMC4.tRanaeTHo()e,5-TMannfa.ft-l Ai»kata,7-T 
Goodbya Gatenen, 8-1 Stop tap, KM Mata anal. 1M others 



ran. 7-2 tor Dteriuni & JW Cun- 

rtrtetenvHutton RucfoyLTbre: K4fl.-£20G 
JSffl. £2fia OF: I438Q CSF: E6SJE THcaae 
£36057. Tna £6430. Nfc BgWing Tmoa 
3.tatASKUELATST(M-MBxt3UTe} 

tor; 2. Brighter Shad* i Rata , tav 

to 5-1 Vt on. 1 TV*. (MraSBradbum&Qj- 

paA 7 tteE 2 A 0 ; £1502226 2230 DftOSQ 

CSF; CTL18. Tricsst £3773. Trio: £1556 
3.40; 1. MAYBE O - SHADY (N Smith) 2- 

T Htar.2. Kldtew2-l )t far; 2-U p far ftan- 
Buna ^4 7 m. 3>h t (W CtemhOtem 
Hutttmfadb)4WiOiEaOO;£M6nfi6DF : 
£330 CSF: £876 

4.1B! 1 . 0 VERTHEBECK (ECafecrtnl 
7-2 tor; 2. DwDculata 50-11 6 Nortwm 
Motts 6-1; 4. Jumba Star 33-1 T7 nan. TV*. 


1% (J Jefferaon) Rfta: £330; C130, £5.70, 
S2aa £686 DF: £150» CSF: £8678. THr 
catt £100856 ThK £20840 Nft Manrtwaiv 
1. BALLAD MINSTREL (P Cartoer- 
ry) S-f; ft Rfliroft 4-1: 1 Wm*nl Knight 
6-4 foe 17 ran. nte L (J FttzGeraJd) TUk 
£3<ft £136 E2Jft£tttDR 1576 CSR £B32 
■Mo: £236 

Pfacflpofc £8836 QuadpoC £706 
Place £ £1534 Place & £K5& 

SOUTHWELL 

1^0: T. fUMGCHIP BOY (P McCabe) 3- 
1 fan 2. Mr Froeto Ti-2; 3. Nobby Bantu 
14-1 1 1 nn. nk, 7JM RyOT. Tbw £496 £lfia 

£ 1 S 6 £316 DF: 056 CSF: £TOS- Tricasf. 
£18346 Trio: £4446 


2XO: 1 . RAED (G Dlrffictel) 4-1 rotor; 2. 
Double Echo 4-1 co fay, 6 Burobot Boy 
«-1 co tor. 9 ran. 'A, 2. (Mrs A Stanbanfa 
■MKfi4ax£186 £156£1TO DF;£5fi6C^ 
£826 Tdcasb £8397. trio: MO. 

ZJXT. 1. LIVE PROJECT (SVIHtworti) 

4- 1 fair, 2. Cheerful Groom M; a. Genuine 
Join 7-1 11 nn. nK % (R Crams) Tbte: 
£646, £146 £170, DualTarwast: 
£036 CSF: £36S£ Tna»E £0446 Trio; 
£2436 

3TO:l.SHCWTWC(DHofaxJ)Mtar 
2. First UoSb 10-1; X Chaimran Choice 

5- 111 ran. 2 hd.(M Johnston) Tb»K £626, 
£206 £3*6 £136 DR £1536 C8F; £2991 
Tricast £11757. TWo: ££5a Non tenner: 
Alpite Hideaway: 


CRICKET 

Hutchison 
is unlikely 
England hero 

SHLanlraAmSMO 
England A 260 * (W-» 

England win by one wicket 



to a mourns V,Tn 

^tvictorytothesecondiro- 

oflScia] Tfest in Matara yesterday, 
^glandhadbeensetavic- 
wry t5get of 

1 i ■_ ■ TlttlT 


^d^th 33 runs needed, 

and three wickets m hand Gfles 
kepi his composure until the fin- 
ish, keeping .the strike . aw ^ 

^ Dean Cosker to en^re 
England could not lose before 
handing the limelight to an un- 
likely hero, Paul Hutchison, to 

hit the winning run. 

Giles intelligently pushed 
singles and was supported for 
four overs by Cosker. who was 
bowled by Aishad Junvad with 
England needing a further nine 
from two overs. Seven of them 
came off-Nirosban Bandar- 
tifleke’s penultimate over, and 
Giles pushed a single off the first 
delivery of Juniad’s final over to 
make the scores level. 

Hutchison, whose highest 
first-class score is 15, survived 
a blatant show of gamesman- 
ship, with Juniad stopping three 
times in his run-up to try to un- 
settle the batsman, which he 
succeeded in doing as the Yorfc- 
ch i reman played and missed at 

his next balL But with three de- 
liveries remaining, Hutchison 
swept, the only tune has at- 
tempted such a shot in first-class 
cricket, past the dose fielders 
to start the tourists’ celebrations. 

The England A captain, 
Nick Knight, said; “It was one 
of those situations where Hutch 
just had to get a run from 
somewhere. I don’t know if 
that was the first sweep he has 

ever made but. if it is. it was cer- 
tainty his best one ---I don’t think 

we will hear the end of it." 

Final day ot kur; Sri Lanka A man toss 
SRI LANKA A - Flrat tarings 171 . 

ENGLAND A-HrstfanklB>2BD(SCHoBrenr 

Ufa. 

SRI LANKA A - Smart limfag* 

bHoNoato ... - 58 

NU taa rofeftbHotaate — —3* 

MCMamfeb Breen -R 

I De Seram o Brnurn b Catfrar — M 

HBoBjucKnlflWbGBss ^ 

N Ben&fltofcB b HrMoata .... n 

R tereni not out — - 

Extras (bQ, bS, rtg] -fP 

Tbtal (tar B. 12IL4 pyre) — _ MKt 

rut 1«57. 2-13B 3-W4 4^208 6-2T7, &OtZ 7-26Q 
B-a» &-2BO 
Did not bet A Jurtad 

BoerilnB*. Huttbteon Tl -5-26-0; Hottloaka 
234-B-G7-3; Ettas 44-W6I-® Brerm to4-ttM; 
Catar 32-7-752; Eaten 9090; Mataly 5-1-50 
ENGLAM) A - Sacond Inntnre 

S PJwnaac JewBwantenobPBiBra .A 

M V KrigW c i b Jayewaidere .g 

□ LMailyoabjBYBWrtJBna.--- -.--33 

MAEafaanibBandanWa 1 

DJGSaleab Juniad 45 

B C Hofcato at Damtsrffl,^ 

b BandorMteit* 45 

DC Nadi tow b Jutted B 

DR Brown c Baretertletre b Juread -fl 

A F Gftw rw our JS> 

D A Corir b Junta 8 

P M FUcNwn not out —2 

Extma (K, 04 nbl) 7 

-mat (for B.48A marl)- — 1B2 

FMfc 1-4 2-3S 3-4S 4-Sl 5-C7. 614 a ?■« B-«a 
9-181 

aaSH^ Jaivi»S3Bi^»?3B-2: 

Amok) 34)- WO: itatad 7AO-2&4. 

Umpires: R N Shaaona and T H V^awenfana. 
ENQLAND A WON BY ONE WICKET 

- Atyfes Hodgson, Matara 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Players’ union 
wins influence 

The game’s trade union ended 
its long battle for recognition 
yesterday as it was given a voice 
in its running. The Rugby 
League Players' Association, 
which claims 70 per cent mem- 
bership at professional dubs, 
wiS in future sit on a consulta- 
tive committee, which will tack- 
le issues such as the licensing of 
agents and the implications of 
the Bosnian ruling. 

The Association, which has 
dropped “Professional" from its 
name because it now hopes to 
attract junior and amateur play- 
ers as well, is keen to open 
discussions on the sport's reg- 
istration system. 

That system has left a num- 
ber of players, notably Feath- 
erstone’s Steve MolJoy. in 
limbo, but the RLEAs rhanman. 
Nick Grimoldby, said that he 
was keen to avoid Molloy 
becoming a test case, the equiv- 
alent of George Eastham in 
football more than 30 years ago. 

“1 hope that it is resolved be- 
fore we get that far," he said. 

- Dove Hadfield 


330: T. ADFUSNAUNJJ GoWbad) 7-1 ; 2. 

StowwB wens tv; a. famdgn Prirews 

<LOO:T. BOLD ARISTOCRAT (FLyncftJ 
13-2; 2. Ktystd Max 12-1; 3. Bton Ledger 
5-4tw10ran-^2(RHo«nsto*ad)Tbt*; 
£746, £260, £186 £U6 DF: £8136 CSF: 
£7354 Trio: 04826 

430:1. KING OF SRARTA (Mr Q Bates) 
3-1; 2. Tim* Can TM Q- 1 ; 3- Notation 5-1 
S ran. £2 tv Undo DOuft a (O Sbar- 
wood) Tbta &L50; m £656 £lfiQ DF: 
£976 CSF; E27D6 Tricaot £11096 The 
Ffaal McCoy. Trio: £1606 
Piacapot eaaa Qiadpot eaao. 

Ptoee 6: £12.16 Placs K £841 
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Garforth and Leonard were shunted around like two locomotives in the old Swindon sidings 



ALAN 

WATKINS 

ON RUGBY 


As I was not one of those taken in 
by Clive Woodward's line of chat, 
I invested— as the bookmakers like 
to express it -£100 in France to win 
the Five Nations’ Championship at 
13-8. 1 put another £50 on France 
to beat England at 5-4. 

Lest you imagine I am always cor- 
rect in my predictions or lucky m my 
bets, which is the last thing I should 
want anybody to believe. I bad a £50 
double on France and Ireland, the 
latter being 11-10 against Scotland. 
1 reasoned crudely that, while Scot- 
land had the better backs. Ireland 
had the better forwards (with three 
current lions, four when Jeremy 
Davidson returns), together with the 
advantage of the home crowd. 

I did not have a straight bet on 
the Dublin match because I was in- 
sufficiently confident of the home 


country’s success; whereas the dou- 
ble was a justifiable frivolity. Alas, 
it failed to come up by two points. 
I cannot honestly claim that any 
great injustice was done to Ireland. 

Certainly no injustice whatever 
was done to England in Paris. 
Woodward, Lawrence Dallaglio 
and other assorted players and 
hangers-on have had the grace to 
admit it Indeed, sackcloth and 
ashes are what the fashionable 
England player is now wearing. 
Whether this new outfit does him 
any good is more questionable. 

Though some of my colleagues 
have been gullible in accepting 
Woodward's boasts at face value, it 
is not the press that has cast down 
England, as if the team were the tra- 
ditional British heavywe ig ht, at one 
minute praised, at the next scorned. 


No, the responsibility lies 
squarely with Woodward and sec- 
ondarily, with Roger Uttley, notfor 
producing a team who failed to beat 
the French - not at all - but for rais- 
ing unreal expectations. 

Let us dispose of one fallacy at 
the outset. It is that England were 
outperformed because they did 
not choose big enough forwards, 
particularly in the back row. Yet 
even with NeO Back, England slight- 
ly outweighed the Reach in that de- 
partment. 

No doubt Tim Rodber or Tony. 
Diprose will return at No 8 for the 
Welsh match. However, it will be 
folly if that is at the expense not of 
Richard HOI but of Back, one of 
England’s best players in Paris, the 
others being Dallaglio, Garath 
Archer, David Rees and, in patch- 


es, Jeremy Guscott, who might 
have scored an unjust match-draw- 
ing try if he had simply carried on 
running instead of kicking ahead. 

The same goes for Philippe 
Bernat -Salles, who must be the 
fastest wing in the Championship 
with the undoubted exception of 
Nigel Vfelker (if he is allowed to play 
in it) and the posable exception of 
Denis HIckie. The only difference 
is that, if Bemat-Salles had simply 
gone for the corner Sag rather than 
turned inside for support, when he 
was caught by a gallant but other- 
wise undistinguished Mike Catt, his 
try would have been a true reflec- 
tion of the state of play. 

There are two matters which 
continue to puzzle me and have not 
been satisfactorily explained. Af- 
ter a quarter of an hour or so it was 


Obvious that Darren Garforth and 
Jason Leonard were to trouble. In - 
deed, they were being shunted 
around like two locomotives in the 
old Swindon sidings that had seen 
better days. 

My first question is: why did 
Woodward refuse to make use of his 
substitutes? R>r various reasons, be 
possessed (I think) unprecedented 
luxury ofhaving at his disposal an en- 
tire front row, .Graham Rowntree, 
Dorian West and Phfl Vickery, sit- 
ting on the bench. And yet West 
alone went on - and that was with 
only 10 minutes of the match left. 
What are substitutes for, under the 
new laws, if they are not used? 

My second question concerns 
Paul Grayson. Admittedly he made 
the best of a bad job. But why did 
he persist in lying so flat when the 


scrum was being hauled hither and 
See a rope of Breton muons? 
The flat-lying outside-hal^s 
know, a modern fad, «mparableto 
the speculative penalty fact to the 
cornerwhen there 
on offer in boat of the 

ward himself pioneered flat backs 

in English club rugby foflcwmg tos 
sojourn in Australia. But the tech- 
nique works only if you have a sta- 
ble scrum or an advancing pack, la 
Pajjg^ England had neither. 

Perhaps last Saturday's game was 
not the end of the international sea- 
son after alL If France win their next 
two matches and Wales their next 

three, we shall see a grand finale at 
Wbtntriey on Sunday 5 ApriL On last 

Saturday's evidence, I still think my 
money is safe. For sentimental rea- 
sons I only wish it were not so. 


WINTER OLY MPICS 

British shine 
in curling’s 
Olympic debut 

Curling's debut as a medal sport 
at the Olympics yesterday 
brought promising results for the 
British men’sand women's team. 
The women joined Sweden, 
Denmark and the favourites, 
Canada, as winners by beating 
the hosts, Japan, 7-S. In the 
men's competition, Britain start- 
ed with a 4-2 win over Norway. 

A demonstration sport at the 
first Winter Olympics in Cha- 
monix in 1924 and several limes 
since, curling was the last of 
three new additions to be wel- 
comed into Lbe Olympics at the 
Nagano Games. 

It was easy to understand 
why the sport has struggled for 
recognition. Only a few hundred 
spectators, mostly Canadians, 
made the 30-minute journey by 
buiiet train to Karuizawa, for 
the opening contests and the 
American broadcaster, CBS, 
who paid a Winter Olympic 
record $375m (£230m) for the 
rights to the Games, has no 
plans to show any of the curl- 
ing competition. 

Tbc lack of interest was lost 
on the curlers, who were ushered 
on to the ice by the shrill of Scot- 
tish bagpipes, basking in their 
moment of Olympic glory. 

“It's a great honour to be 
playing and representing 
Britain,” said the British skip 
Rusty Hay, who celebrated her 
birthday yesterday with the de- 
feat of Japan. “To be in this 
sport now and one of the first 
teams to throw a rock at the 
Olympics is special" 

Eight countries in both the 
men’s and women’s competition 
will compete for medals, with 
Canadian rinks expected to 
sweep the golds. 

In the men's 30km classical 
cross-country at the Snow Harp 
in Hakuba, Mika Myllylae won 
in lhr 33min 55-Ssec to give Fin- 
land its first individual gold in 
34 years. 

The Norwegian hero, Bjorn 
Daehlie, bidding to become 
the first man to amass six Win- 
ter Games gold medals, finished 
20th after employing the wrong 
wax for the changeable weath- 
er. “I felt very lonely out there 
in the woods," he said. didn’t 
see any spectators and I was 
wondering if these were really 
the Olympics." 

In the women's 15km 
biathlon, Ekaterina Dafovska 
upstaged the favourites and 
won the gold for Bulgaria in 
falling snow and a gust ins; wind. 

On the ice rink, Ruslan Salei 
became the first National Hock- 
ey League player to score at the 
Olympics, helping Belarus to 
rout Germany 8-2 and secure 
the east European side's place 
in the medal round against the 
.NHL “Dream Teams". 
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Flat out Germany^ Georg Hadd hangs on to his sled as as he hurtles towards a hat-trick of gold medals in the men's luge at the Winter Olympics in Nagano yesterday 


‘Speeding White Sausage’ slides to gold hat-trick 


A German soldier with 
the uncanny ability to 
relax while travelling at 
I30mph feet first down a 
mile-long ice chute 
yesterday won his third 
gold medal at successive 
winter Olympics. 

Mike Rowbottom reports 
from Nagano on Georg 
Hackl, the lord of the 
luge. 

As Tony Banks justly observed 
here yesterday, the luge is not 
a very dignified sport. 

Rather than putting their 
best foot forward, the prone 
participants whom the minister 
for sport witnessed at Iizuna 
Heights project a different part 
of their anatomy as they hurtle 
down a mile-long channel of 
twisting ice. 

You wonder if they ever 
have nightmares about ob- 
structions on the track. For 
years, the aerodynamic rubber 
apparel of the lugers has given 
rise to jokes about safe sex and 
flying sausages. 

Most of the bodysuits now 
worn do not contain rubber - 
reflecting the sport’s desire to 
make its protagonists look less 
like Martians. But some things 
m the luge never change. Yes- 


terday Georg Hackl, the mous- 
tachioed Bavarian who once 
took out a writ to prevent his lo- 
cal paper referring to bun as the 
“Speeding White Sausage”, 
secured his third consecutive 
Olympic gold. 

How this not conspicuously 
powerful 31 -year-old soldier 
continues to defeat all comets 
on the big occasion is something 
which baffles even himself. 

At the last two Olympics he 
has finished ahead of the huge- 
ly athletic Austrian Markus 
Prock. Yesterday, despite the fact 
that he did not record a single 
World Cup victory this season, 
he relegated the 6ft 3in reigning 
World Cup champion, Annin 
Zoeggeler, of Italy, to the silver. 


What made his achievement 
even more baffling was that 
each of Hadd’s four starts in this 
event was slower than the Ital- 
ian’s - something which, in the- 
ory, should make a crucial 
difference. 

Asked the perennial ques- 
tion again after two more su- 
perbly executed runs had 
extended his first-day lead to 
just over half a second, Hackl 
replied with a gentle smile: “I 
don’t know this myself, frankly.” 

Some contributing factors, at 
least, seem dear. Hackl is a 
trained mechanic and metal- 
worker, who devotes many hours 
to constructing his own luge. No- 
body rides on a better sled. 

And the rigorously toned 


physiques of his opponents may 
actually be a disadvantage. 
Hackl is said to “gel" effectively 
as he moves, that is, he reduces 
wind resistance by relaxing and 
keeping his muscles loose. 

There is an analogy here 
with sprinting, where - as Linford 
Christie and other top perform- 
ers insist - the key is relaxation. 
No strain, more gain. 

After Hackl had come from 
behind to win the 1994 
Olympics by a 100th of a second 
with his final run. Frock’s re- 
ported reaction was: “Again 
Hadd! He is always lucky!” 

How does someone always 
manage to be lucky? “His men- 
tal strength is phenomenal,” 
Thomas Schwab, the German 


coach, said. “It borders on vir- 
tuosity.” 

The American Adam HeidL 
who finished ninth, reflected: 
“It’s like a poker game. You 
don’t show anything you have, 
you just keep smiling. Hackl is 
good at that. He’s the best." 

But if Hackl is a mystery, so 
too is the attraction of watching 
the luge. The ticket touts oper- 
ating down by Nagano central 
station have been doing big 
business in ice skating, but tick- 
ets for the luge are selling at less 
than face value. You can see 
why. There is only so much to 
be drawn from the experience 
of seeing a man on a toboggan 
flash past at 130mph. 

As with approaching express 


trains, the lugers are heard be- 
fore they are seen. The ice 
rumbles; then they are past, a 
blur of colour. That's it. 

For onlookers - more than 
4.000 of whom lined the Spiral 
track yesterday - the spectacle 
requires just one jerk of the head 
It is like watching an unending 
sequence of aces at Wimbledon. 

The whole thing is only 
made comprehensible by being 
broadcast simultaneously from 
large screens along the route. As 
the racers pass strategic check 
points, their split times are 
frozen on the screen alongside 
the leading split of the run. The 
statistics elicit a number of 
“oohs" and “aahs" around the 
course. Bul for the frisson of 


RESULTS FROM THE XVI f I WINTER. OLYMPICS 


BIATHLON 
Woman's 19cm 

1 Ekaterina Dafmaka (But) 54mm sZJDsec 
(1 rrissad target) 

2 Bora Petrova (Uki) 553)88 fl) 

3 Ursula DM (Go) 55:179 (1} 

4 P FXoova (Bul) S5;l8J (j>; 5 A Crash 
(Sloven) 5&0W ft; 8 RT&tehasN (Japan) 
56:174 (3); 7 A Akhatova (An) 56217 (1); 
8 A Skvetand (Nor) 56:397 (3); 9 Yu 
SfKBTMi (Ch) 56:413 (2); 10MZ£finar(GerJ 
66:463 ft. 

CURLING 

Marfa lint prafimirary round: Swttzsriand 
7 Germany 4; Canada 7 Japan 4; Sweden 
0 USA 2; Gt Britain 4 Norway 2. 

Women's first prtBnftiary round: Norway 
2 Sweden 3; Canada 7 USA 6; Germany 5 
Denmark 6: Japan 5 Gt Britain 7. Second 
round-ratti: Denmark 9 Great Britain 3; 
Japan 9 GwTiKny 2; Sweden 8 United Stttes 
5; Norway 6 Canada & 


ICE HOCKEY 

MaiTa Group B: Belarus 8 Germany 2; 
France 5 Japan 2. 

Women’s preliininery round: Finland n 
Japan 1 ; USA 7 Sweeten 1 : Canada 2 Chi- 
na 0. 

LUGE 

Men's singles (alter Anal run) 

1 Georg Hack! (Gar) 3min «436sec .... 
(486SS9C, 49573, 49514. 49530] 

2 Annin Zooggeter (IQ 3:19939 

(49715. 49590. 49737. 49797) 

3 Jens MueDer (Get) 3.-SQ93 

(♦9954. 49709 49729 497*9 

4 U Prock (Aut) 3:13656; 5 M Ktefeheinz 
(Aut) 3:19734; 6 W Sucfcow (US) 3:19723; 
7 G Gtekscirar (Aut) 3:13785; 8 B Ratrwr 
(ft) 3-.B946; 9 A Hefcft (US) 320038; 10 
N iUter (IQ 32013a 


NORDIC SKIING 

Men's 30km croa e -country classical 

1 Mfka Myttyttee (Rn) ihr 33mln5S8sec 

2 Erflng Jevne (Nor) 1:35271 

3 Silvio Farmer (it) 1:38:085 — 

4 J taomet sa o (Fm) 1 28:514; SFVafausa 
(It) 1:37:311; 6 H Kirvesrtemi (FinJ 
1:37:499; 7 M Afcareflo (It) 1:38:071; 8 
G Di Cents (It) 1:38:149; 9 W Legal#! 
(Rub) 128:297; 10 P Etafsson (Swe) 
128-.47JQ. 


SPEED SKATING 

Men's 500m: Find race: 1 H SNrrtzu 
(Jspan)3576sac; 2 K Overland (Cap) 3578; 
3 C RtzRmdalph (U9) 35914; 4 S 
Bouchard (Can) 3530; 5 E Wenriamare 
(Nett!) 3596; 8 P Bouchard (Can) 3596; 
7 J Wctherapogn (Can) 3804; 8 Kkn'foon- 
man (S Kbrf36J3; 8 Lee KVu-fiyuk (S Kor) 
39H; 10 E kxtattt (It) 3639 . 


NAGANO TIMETABLE 


[Times GMT) 

TODAY 

Alpine aknng: Womens super G 01:15. 
Cross-county: "Wbmerfc 3-ten classic 
style. 243X1 

Spaed skating: Mono 500m, second 
race. 0730 

Figure skating: Pairs free prognnrna 


Ice hockey. Men’s matches, 053X1 
Luge: Mbmanfe singles, fist run. 063X1 
Curflng; Marts second rouid, lie Britain 
v Switzerland, 343X1 Third round, he 
Britain v Canada, 103X1 Woman's tuird 
round, he Britain v Norway; 053X1 
TV dims 

BBC2: 07140418:48s 12:30-14:40; 1900- 
202Q BBC1: 235044:30. 

EuroaporC 3*-fioir coiraraga. 


TOMORROW 

Alpine skflng: Mem combined stetomfiret 
lea 00:30; second lea 043X1 
SW jumping: 90-metre hdWcfual (normal 
WO. 0030. 

Freestyle siding: Men's and womerfe 
moguls finals, 033X1 
Speed skating: Womens 3j000m, 063X1 
Ice hockey; Womens matches, 033X1 
Luge: Wtomerfe singles, second run, 053X1 
Biathlon: Marts 20km, 043X1 
Curling: Merits fourth round. Inc Britain v 
Sweden, O&Oa Wbmenfc fbuth rcuid, ha 
Britain v Unted States. 2*00. Womarti fihn 
round, Jnc Britain v Canada, W:0Q 
TV times 

BBCZ: 07:454)8:46; 1230-14:40: 19:00- 
2029 BBC1: 23:50-0430 
EwtMpare aWiour coverage. 


Leave it to the last 1440 minutes. 


Travellers cheques, insurance and currency from any branch in 24 hours. 

A NatWest 

More than just a bank 


>• 


Photograph; Aifsport 


seeing the lugers pass, it is a 
sport that could be watched just 
as well on Ceefax. Not that that 
diminishes Hacki's perfor- 
mance one jot- nor, indeed, his 
satisfaction in it 

After the first day’s compe- 
tition bere, the Canadian and 
US teams protested unsuc- 
cessfully against the Dew. aero- 
dynamic, yellow booties Hadd 
and the other Germans were 
wearing. Hackl defended them 
as normal advances in design, 
worth perhaps 200ths of a sec- 
ond per run. 

Yesterday he laughed off 
another American question 
about the booties - “they were 
really special” he said. “Espe- 
cially the colour." 

Asked what were the 
chances of his continuing to the 
2002 Olympics, he screwed up 
his face and put his finger and 
thumb together. “Things are 
more difficult now for me than 
when I was 20,” he said with an- 
other grin. ”We all grow older. 
Just look at yourselves.” 

Before driviog down to 
Nagano town centre for the 
medal ceremony, * Hackl 
stopped in at a Jittie clubhouse 
the Germans have established 
at the site and managed a quick 
beer. He then emeiged, to ring- ; 
mg cheers, with a German 
sausage sandwich clamped tri- 
umphantly in his hand. Perfect 




% <• ' 
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delivers echo 
a glorious era 


[ Dion Dublin has been 
| » latterly Geoff 

Hurst since being called 
‘ / U P f or England's friendly 

against Chile tomorrow 

- torfi reports Gtenn Moore 
f • • he ‘“ fust as lifcely to fill’ 

(• . the once played by 

4 ' Jackie Charlton. 

4 

■ . ■ Strong intbe air, an intelligent 
leader of the line and a capa- 
. We goalscorer, it is no wonder 
Dfon Dublin has been com- 
: pared to Geoff Hurst. Not that 
the two have identical styles but 

‘ Pulilm, like Hurst, will be mak- 
ing" an. England debut in the 
Bfcbmaiy before a July World 

- Cop final. 

. However, Dublin could find 

himself playing at centre-half 
rather than centre-forward 
against .Chile at Wembley to- 
. . morrow, thus inviting another 
■jA World Cbp ’66 comparison. 
His gangling physique and 


aerial prowess are reminisce,,. 
Of Jack Chariton but, more 
pertinently, so is his late arrival 
on the international stage. 
Charlton was 29 when he made 
his debut in April 1 965, Dublin 
will be 29 mis April and his 
is equally unex- 

At Bisham Abbey yesier- 
oay, Dublin began training at 
centre-half and finished il at 
centre-forward. “I tested him 

° U !.“ d . he C0 P ed extremely 
well, said Glenn Hoddle, who 
said Dublin will play some pan 
in the friendly but would not rc- 
yea^what position » would be 
in. “I am confident enough to 
play him in cither position, he 
»S in the squad on merit for both 
positions, " added the England 
coach. 

“My first choice is centre-for- 
ward," smd the player himself. 
“I always wanted to play up 
front and worked at that most 
“ bul il won’t be a problem ifTm 
asked to play cen ire -half for 
England. 1 do a job for Coven- 


Shearer cannot understand 
Sutton’s attitude to England 


Chris Sutton's decision to reject 
England continued to make 
waves yesterday with even the 
normally bland Alan Shearer 
was stirred into quotability by 
his former Blackburn partner’s 
withdrawal from the B squad for 
tonight’s match with Chile. 

“I was very surprised," the 
England captain said. “He ob- 
viously has his own reasons but 
I can’t understand throwing 
away the chance of playing for 
your country. If it had been me 
• I’d have said thanks for putting 
me in the~B squad. I'll show you 
what I can do and make sure I'm 
in the A squad next time’. Four 
mouths ago (when Shearer was 
in plaster] I’d have given any- 
thing to represent England. It 
is a bigger loss to Chris than to 
England as we have a lot of play- 
ers capable of doing a job in that 
position. With Les [Ferdinand] 
pulling out he would have had 
a great chance of being pushed 
into the senior squad." 

Shearer said he Was not yet 
match fit and would not be start- 
ing tomorrow night's Wera Wey 
friendly with Chile but was 
hoping to play as a substitute. 
However, Hoddle’s later com- 
ments about “risk” and his 
“gruelling” recovery pro- 
gramme suggested it will only 
be in an emergency. With Andy 


Cole and Teddy Shcringham 
probably starters, and Michael 
Owen and Dion Dublin sure to 
figure, he has plenty of choice. 

This is not the case in goal 
where Shaka Hislop has been 
called up to replace Tim Flow- 
ers, who was ruled out after a 
scan on his bruised ribs yesier- 
day. Nigel Martyn will ihus 
definitely start. 

Another withdrawal was 

England’s game against 
Chile will be all-ticket. 
More than 60,000 seats 
have been sold, and 
security and safety 
concerns mean that 
tickets will be available 
only until 9.0pm tonight. 

David Beckham late on Sunday 
nigjhL due to a persistent ham- 
string injury aggravated in Sat- 
urdays game. With England 
only having two days' training be- 
fore Ilmomiw’s match it was not 
felt worth bringing him down 
from Manchester when he had 
no prospect of playing. He is like- 
ly to be fit to play for United in 
die FA Cup against Barnsley on 
Sunday. His club-mate Paul Sc- 
holes made the journey but sat 
out training with a sore knee. 

- Glenn Moore 


try at centre-half when Ihcy’re 
desperate and I played there 
when I started out so I know the 
job. but U is a different standard 
in the Premier Division.’’ 
Gordon Strachan. the Cov- 
entry manager, is said to regard 
Dublin as an “international 
class” prospect as a defender but 
merely "decent” as a forward, 
but Dublin insisted: “I’ve been 
picked on my form as a forward 
over the lost few games, so I 
can’t be that bad.” 

Dublin’s role model, as with 
so many black players of his gen- 
eration, was Cyrillc Regis, 
though in his case it was also be- 
cause he was a West Bromwich 
fan. Rejected by Norwich, he 
came to attention at Cambridge 
United before being signed by 
Manchester United. A broken 
leg in his third game set hack his 
career - as did a new signing. 
“They signed Eric Cantona 
three or four weeks after I was 
injured and he ran the show for 
the next four years. I’ve no bit- 
terness - it was great to watch, 
but you can only watch it for so 
long. Wherever you go from 
Manchester United it’s going to 
be a smaller club, but 1 had tu 
give myself the chance to prove 
to myself 1 could score goals at 
that level. 

“1 learned a lot from the 
players around me at United 
and especially bom Brian Kidd. 
Going there was as big a shock 
as being colled up by England. 
It took me six to eight months 
to settle at United. 1 hope it is 
quicker here.” 

Dublin, who scored bis 16th 
goal of the season on Saturday, 
is in dispute with Coventry over 
a new contract to replace the 
current one which expires in 16 
months' lime. Being capped is 
likely to increase his value -and 
sense of worth - but it will also 
enhance Coventry's prestige. 
“It is a big boost for the dub, that 
our players can be picked for 
England. People are beginning 
to see that we are not just a rel- 
egation team, that we have 
good players. Gordon Strachan 
has given us bigger hearts, last 
year if we went down we thought 
‘that’s it’. Not this year.” 

Dublin’s versatility extends 
to playinglhe saxophone, but he 
has left the instrument behind 
this week, settling for tapes of 
Miles Davis and his ilk. This is 
partly due to new-boy nerves. 
Should be make the grade, the 
sax could be a popular part of 
team spirit come summertime 
when the World Cup living will 
be anything but easy. 




Dion Dublin (seated) heed of Glenn Hoddle during training at Bisham Abbey yesterday 


Photograph: Empfcs 


Northern Ireland turn to McMenemy 


Lawrie McMenemy has been 
confirmed as the new manager 
of Northern Ireland by the 
Irish Football Association. 

The .former Southampton 
and Sunderland manager, who 
was.also assistant to the former 
EngJand manager Graham Tay- 
lor, suaxetis Bryan Hamilton, 
who was sacked in October. 

Joe. Jordan will be McMen- 
emy’s assistant while Pat Jen- 
^ nings has been 'handed the role 
® ofsperialist goalkeeping coach. 

/ McMenemv’s finest hour as 
a manager came in 197.6, when 
he led Southampton, then in the 

. SPORTING DIGEST 


old Second Division, to victory 
over Manchester United in the 
FA-Cup final, while in 1983-84 
they finished second in the old 
first Division behind Liverpool. 

Taylor resurrected his career 
in 1990, when be appointed him 
as his assistant. He left, along 
with Thylor, in 1993 after Eng- 
land's failure to reach the 1994 
WbrJd Cup finals. 

In the summer of 1996 he re- 
turned to The Dell as director 
of football with the new man- 
ager, Graeme Sou ness. The 
pair helped keep Saints in the 
Premiership, but they resigned 


last May in a row with the 
board over money. 

McMenemy ’s assistant, Jor- 
dan, has also been out of the 
game since the summer, after 
the former Scotland striker 
parted company with Bristol 
City at the end of his second 
spell with the dub. 

• In the Concacaf Gold Cup in 
Los Angeles, Portsmouth’s Paul 
Hall scored two goals as Ja- 
maica defeated Guatemala 3-2 
to keep themselves on course 
for the last four. Brazil reached 
the semi-finals after over- 
whelming El Salvador 4-0. 


Milosevic in 
trouble again 

The Aston Villa manager, Bri- 
an Little, may turn to the Pre- 
mier League for guidance as he 
lries lo resolve his dispute with 
Savo Milosevic. 

The Yugoslav striker looks 
to have played his last game for 
the club, after “going on strike” 
when asked to act as a substi- 
tute in Saturday's game against 
Derby .County. The Yugoslav in- 
ternational now faces another 
heavy fine after losing two 
weeks' wages - around £15A JO 
- for spitting at Villa f- .a uur- 
inga recent match at Blackburn. 

“Milosevic refused to play on 
Saturday. 1 had intended to use 
him as one of the substitutes but 
when I called him into the of- 
fice and told him he said he was 
not interested and did not want 
to appear for this dub again,” 
Little said. "I certainly have no 
intention of playing him if he is 
not prepared to play for us. 

“He still has 18 months to 
run on his contract and, even if 
he refuses to appear for us, we 
still hold his registration so he 
cannot go anywhere else with- 
out our permission.” 

Uefa, European football’s 
ruling body, last night said that 
it would do all it can to stand 
in the way of Wimbledon mov- 
ing to Dublin. The dub recently 
asked the European Commis- 
sion to investigate whether the 
Irish Football Association’s 
block on their proposed move 
breaks European law on free- 
dom of trade and movement. 

A Uefa statement yesterday 
read: “We do not support such 
a move because of the damag- 
ing effect it would have on do- 
mestic football in European 
countries." 

Everton hope to sign the 
Strasbourg midfielder Olivier 
Dacourt in a £2.7 m deal 

- Tommy Stanifbrth 


Rangers close on Advocaat 


Rangers should learn by early 
next week whether the PSV 
Eindhoven coach, Dick Advo- 
caaL, is ready to step into the 
Ibrox hot seal in place of the de- 
parting >Afalter Smith. 

The Scottish champions are 
believed to have made the for- 
mer Dutch national coach a 
substantial offer although as yet 
they have failed to make an of- 
ficial approach to PSV. 

The Dutch champions' 
chairman, Harry van Raay. ap- 
pears resigned to losing the 50- 
year-old Advocaat, who will 
make a decision after next 
weekend's home game with 
Ajax. He has urged his Rangers 
counterpart, David Murray, to 
pursue his interest through 
more official channels. 

“I’m now waiting for a 
phone caH from Scotland," he 
said. “If it doesn't come, then 
I expect Dick Advocaat to re- 
main at PSV next season. 

“I am not yet drawing any 
conclusions, but it will he a tense 


tim e while I await that call 
from Glasgow. We will naturally 
lake any offer from Rangers 
into serious consideration." 

Van Raay also made it dear 
that he was unhappy with the 
manner in which negotiations 
had been conducted. He added: 
"If they call, I will make it dear 
that they should have called me 
before they opened negotiations 
with him. That’s the rules.” 
Despite his anger at the sit- 
uation, \fen Raay confirmed 
that Advocaat has a clause in his 
contract allowing Him to leave 
should he receive a better offer 
for his services. It now appears 
only a question of when Advo- 
caat would be free to leave 
Eindhoven, with the likelihood 
of him staying on until the end 
of the season before making the 
switch to Glasgow. - 
Rangers lead the Bell's Scot- 
tish League Premier Division on 
goal difference from Celtic and 
Hearts, although their quest for 
a 10th successive title looks 


fragile after Saturday's 1-1 
home draw with Dunfermline. 
Their chairman, David Murray, 
was unavailable for comment 
yesterday, although he has pre- 
viously insisted be will make an 
announcement regarding the 
managerial position “when the 
time is right” 

Jocky Scott, the former Ar- 
erdeenand Hibernian mana g er, 
wfl] today will become the man- 
ager of Dundee for a second 
time. He is ready to move from 
hk coaching position at neigh- 
bours Dundee United to take 
over from John McCormack, 
who was sacked on Sunday. 

Dundee are five points clear 
at the top of the Firet Division. 
McCormack said: "1 do not 
know why I have been sacked. 
I was given no reason and I have 
done nothing wrong. 

“I was told only that the 
board wanted to go down a dif- 
ferent road. Then they told me 
to clear out my desk and asked 
me to seek legal advice." 


Tottenham offer Mabbutt ’job for life’ 


Gaiy Mabbutt has been assured 
by Tottenham Hotspur that, 
when his playing days are over, 
there will be a job for life at White 
Hart Lane. 

Mabbutt has been told by 
Spurs that his contract will not 
be renewed at the end of the sea- 
son, and yesterday he became a 
loan target for Bradford Gty. 
But, as E-feeling grew among the 
fans, the dub issued a statement 
yesterday which made the “role 
for life” offer. 

Solihull Borough and the ref- 
eree, Paul Robinson, are con- 
sidering legal action after being 
cleared of bribery by a Football 
Association disciplinary com- 
mission yesterday. 

DariinglonaccusedR^^ 


of accepting money from Solihull 
following a 1-1 draw in the FA 
Cup first-round tie in November 
last year, but it took a three-man 
commission 30 minutes to deliver 
their verdict, and the Referees’ 
Association president, Peter 
Willis, said the incident was 
nothing more than "total mis- 
representation of an everyday in- 
nocent act", as Robinson simply 
bought a round of drinks. 

Blackburn were dosing in 
last night with a £L5m bid to sign 
the highly-rated St Johnstone 
left-back, Calhnn Davidson. 

Middlesbrough's Bolivian in- 
ternational striker, Jaime Mo- 
reno, is to return to the Major 
League Soccer dub V^hington 
DC United after makiqg only oc- 


casional appearances during his 
three-month loan speH 

Gary Peters, who resigned as 
Preston manager a month ago,' 
has accepted an offer to stay on 
at the Deepdale dub to run their 
new youth centre of excellence. 

The former Hearts defender 
fbsquale Bruno has signed a one- 
month contract with Wigan. The 
Italian has also had spells with 
Fiorentina and Tbrino. 

Another Italian dub, Napoli, 
named their fourth coach of the 
season yesterday when they 
sacked Giovanni Galeone and 
promoted their reserve-team 
coach, Enzo Montefusco, in the 
wake of Sunday’s 5m humiliation 
at Empoli, their 14th defeat in 19 
Sene A games this season. 


RUGBYJJNLQN 

Leonard and 
Mallett face 
censure 

It is not a good time to be an 
England prop- If the jast four 

wJtoTbave been bad enough 
for Bath’s Kevin Yates, the 

next few days look fike bemg un- 
comfortable for his club-mate, 
John Mahett, and Harlequins 
Jason Leonard. 

In Yates’ case, the allegation 
that he bit the ear of the Lon- 
don Scottish flanker Simon 
peon in a Thtiey's Bitter Cup 

match four weeks ago was due 

to be settled late last mgfrU when 
the Rugby Football Union s 
three-man panel was expected 
to deliver its verdict after some 
20 hours of deliberation. 

It does not look as if Mallett, 

bssmsss? 

to wait long to to 0 * ® te ' 
He was sent off for stamping 
while playing for Bath United, 
the club’s second XV, at E^ter 
on Saturday, for which he couW 
be suspended for 60 days. If 
Yates is found guilty he too will 
face a ban -a much longer one, 
possibly as much as two years. 

Last night the water was be- 
ing heated for Leonard, too. The 

French governing body, the 
FFR, ann ounced that it is to 
send an official letter of com- 


castle, is suddenly in demand 
elsewhere. After Newcastle an- 
nounced that Bentley was to join 
Second Division Rotherham on 
loan, Leicester expressed an 
interest Then Bentley’s rugby 
league dub, Halifax, stepped in 
and said that although they 
would not stand in his way, they 
had an agreement to take him ■ 
back if Newcastle had no im- 
mediate use for the player. 
Bentley said he hopes the 
Rotherham move, or one simi- 
lar, could turn into a longer term 
one after his contract with New- 
castle and Halifax runs out at the 
end of this year. 

The former Leeds and Brad- 
ford rugby league centre Carl 
Hall, sacked by Moseley last 
month for failing to reach re- 
quired fitness levels, has joined 
Jewson National League One 
leaders Worcester on trial for an 
indefinite period. 

- David Llewellyn 


IV 


Athletics 

Wteob Kfcfete, the world 800 metres 
reoottbdda; has recovered from an 
attack of reutera and expects to be 
back in Training soon. Ktpkstor had 
spent about Jjwawaaks recowamg In 
a soutoemPoftogak**; atVfemaia 

Badminton 

i-wB Olay Japan at the Pater 
Centra Boston on 15 
~ ~~ Jtartj and atBath Sports 
and Leisure Centre the foflow- 

inghMfc ■ . . 
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TODAYS FIXTUiLES 


EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 
W 
-30 
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28 ATT 177 fc 

LA dippers 11 37 223 267 . 

Golden State 8 37 378 28 

BUDWEISim LEAGUE: Sunday's Ha re- 
sults: Chester 68 London Leopards 72 : 
Crystal Palace 77 Birmingham 83 ; Latees- 
tsr 82 Thames VlaSey aa 

Bowls 

COUNTV ANTRIM MASTERS PAIRS 
r&xnpfe Patrick)! RnatJ Bator andN 
Sooth (VI) bt WHchards and G Harlow 
(Eng) 7-2 7-3 4-7 7 - 3 . . 

Boxing 

WORLD BOXING ASSOCIATION JU- 
NIOH FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP (vacant) (Lake Ctwriee, 
IjOiMana): ESanchaz (Max) M R Dal Urie 
(PR)pt& 


Cricket 

Bab Mboirnera tenure as coach of the 
South African team has been ax- 
tended until the end at the 1999 
Wtorid Cup to England 
PSy White vice-president of the Unit- 
ed Cricket Board of South Africa, wfl 
succeed Krfsh Macterdhuj as presi- 
dent of the sports governing body at 
the end of ApriL 

TOUR MATCH (Dunedin, NZ; second day 
of four): Zimbabwe 87 and 80 lor 2 ; New 
Zealand A 271 for 8 dec (C M Spearman 

n. 

SUPERSPORT SERIES (Final d ay Of 
tote): Durban: Natal 434 and 220 ; Gaut- 
eng 333 and TO for 2 Match dmwn. Cmw 
T own: Vtfestem Province 145 and 427 far 
8 dec; Eastern Province 204 and 246 (LJ 
Koen 52 ; P R Adams 6 - 9 C& Western 
Province won by 123 runs. 

Football 

The Leeds defender Alan 1 
been cfcafted into the I 
land B squad form 
with Nortoam beland B at Tbka Park; 
□ubfln. Two other defenders . have 




of Ire- 





NATtOtaflOEfOOTBALL LEAGUE 
FIHST C8YB4QN - ■ 

liTjffl) — 


I!:" 

4- 

N* 

% 



>%O 0 B)ba( 7 - 4 E) 
jDwam ■ . • 

P*tto4»»tjqg^Tbonca3»-(7^S) 
USStCTBSW LEAGIE 



Q^VtOXHAU. CONFERENCE 
qawr vflntoough Q AS)-m 


waifet LEAGUE Jfamtor OMafere 


V Hsrtfam 

IMhertiefdvlhfcferilwal 
fatrtl round; Badfad ban v 
Thorny* v WtetfMpne 

v Marlow; ^hamTwvC« 1 ^>«^ 

^U^TENS lEAfiUE 

-ffgfSsslBKSSt 

wwstohu^p 


UHUUEr SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Rrat » 
CEta Hasaocte vUttWimpton 
MimWOFf BUSH LEACAEJ ’rw^ QMrtow 
Qftonvla v Crusaders; GMttan v Arts 
F*at DWlalorKlJwMdy v Nawty 
PONTTNS LEAGUE Piwnlar HvWoa: to- 
TOv Darby PO W WnaRLFty. SecondDt- 

y ^Tcwaw ri. TMrd DMMon: Cheateritald 
aSTjnsuranm cojiwmai™ 

Dhi«kiiKM*wJvAfBend ^;O^W« 

watted taof; Quwnh R»K Sna«» vCh*w 
pa. 

THE TRIES FA YOUTH CUP Fourth round: 
HJCHyvlpewicft ( 7 H. 

Rugby Union . 

TBWEWTS SCOTTISH 

SSSKSSSS 

vKrkMldyPfy a ..„ 

CLUB MATCH; Newbury v RAF (M* 

Ice hockey 

EXPRHSeUPi-—-- __ 

Baas v Sheffield Stoelert (799 

Other sports 

SROOKBt SooMsh Open lAberdewi). 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 

10 

The number of Norwe- 
gians who ptey in the Pre- 
miership who have been 
selected for their nation- 
al sides 16-strong squad 
to play Ranee in MarseSe 
on 25 February. Sheffield 
Wednesday^ mkfflelder, 
Pettier Rud, is the Pre- 
mtersNpls newest recruit 
to be selected. 


been cafiad up; St Patrick^ Athfetkft 
Coin Hawkins and Cork Cityfc Gareth 
Crarin. 

REPUBLIC OF IRELAND B (Routsad 
squad v Northern Ireland B,Tbnca Park, 
Dufafin, tomorrow): Colgan 
Murphy (WimtaiadonL Hardy 
Dunns (Everton), Worrell ( 

Finnan (Notts CoirtjA Kavanagh (Stotei 
KHnaUa (Chartton), Kaane (Viterves), Dull 
(BtacKbum), Devine (Barnet), Boland 
(Coventry). Fterelty (Everton), Farm (Tbt- 

unhon)LDdi 

HawtdnsfSIl 

c m 

FA CARLING PREMUERSHUP Revised fl*- 
tursK Wad 25 Fab: Aston VBa v Barns- 
ley (from 14 Feb). WSd 11 Man Leeds v 
Bfechbvn (from 14 Fab). 

FA CARLSBERG VASE Sixth-round 
draw: Thuntan "town v Porttriaven; Spald- 
ing Utd v TNerton "town; Sudbury Wan- 
derera vTbw Law "town; lOdapoveAlMetic , 
v Pottars Bar Ibwn. ( 7 fes to be pfeyed Sat- 
urday2B Febn&ry). 

CONCACAF GOLD CUP Group One (Loe 
Angeles): Bred 2 (EdmuxJo 7 . Romano 
■Si Btor 87 . 8 S 9 E Salvador 0 ; Jamaica 3 
(Hal K 66 , mBams 55 ); GuBtemata 2 
(Ramirez pen 15 , Gomaz 83 ) 

AFRICAN NATIONS 1 CUP Group A (Oua- 
nsdougou. Burkina Faso): Quinaa 1 
81 ) AJgsria a Group C (Bobo 
jo); Nary Coast 4 (TiehJ Z 39, 
8 afceu 3 to 34 DtabateB 3 iNsn 3 }ia 2 
Ula 48 , 73 . Mamattl 70 ). Group B 
iDemocntocF 
ua pens 57 , 73 ) 
samauDety. 

INTEFNATKMAL ffiEM 3 Ur (AaundMk 
Paraguay 4 (Banitsz 25 i Ante 27 . Ayala 78 b 

Fer^ra 85 ) Poland a 

SUNDAY'S LATE EUROPEAN RESULTS: 


LEADING WORLD RANKINGS (US u»- 
less statad): 1 T Woods T 183 pts avs , 1 2 
G NormanJAus) 1143:3 E Els (SA) 1025 ; 
4 N Pries C3m) 332 ; 5 C Morfigomarie (GB) 
92 B; 6 D Lon ■ 939: 7 P Mcfeetaon 075 ; 
8 M Ozald (Japan) a 05 ; 9 T Lehman 777 ; 
10 S EHngton (Aua) 7 D 5 ; 11 D Duval 6 S 8 ; 
12 J Leonard 663: 13 M CTMuera 6179 ; 14 
B Faxon 684 ; 15 SHochG 22 ; ISVSkigh 
(Ff) 017 ; 17 N Faldo (GB) 632: 18 T Wat- 
son 585 ; 19 J Pamevk (Swe) 584 ; 20 F 
Couptes 5 . 77 . 

Ice hockey 

SUPERLEAGUE- Sunday’s late rente: 
Ayr 1 Manchester 2 ; Newcastle i Baa- 


Fdm onton , 

Anaheim 

Calgary — 
Vancouver . 


.19 28 10 48 Ml 184 
.19 28 9 47 137 T 71 
.*30 11 43 149 178 
.18 33 8 40 153 203 


CarcfHS 


3 ham 1 
P W L 
-26 18 7 
M an che ste r — 2A 14 7 


Ayr. 


D F A Pts 

1 112 87 39 
3 132 70 32 

2 83 75 31 


BS 83 29 
91 89 26 
75 97 24 
W 105 18 
61 we 13 



lah Laague Depcrtlvo La CcxTifta 2 ( 

C, DtaWnha 23 Raal Madrid 2 (Vtctor 22 . 
Moriertas 7 ®: Tenerife 1 (Jokancwlc 47 ) 
Barwtora 1 (Ffivaklo 4 ®. 

Golf 

BUICK INVITATIONAL (San DfegO) 
Call!) Loading Kntd-round scores (re- 
duced to tfwee rounds, rain; US unless 
~ 204 S Smpsoci 69 71 64 ; S 


Cardiff 24 14 8 

Nottingham ,_25 13 9 3 

Sheffield 25 1013 2 

Bradman 25 Tl 12 1 

Baslnsstota -25 5 16 4 

Newcastle 25 5 « 2 

EXPRESS CUP: Sunday's lata result: 

Bradknal 6 Newcastle 6 

NHL 

EASTERN CONFERENCE 
ATLANTIC DIVISION 

W L T Pts F A 
New Jersey — 34 IB 6 74 88 HO 
PhltacMplila —29 17 9 67 180 83 
Washington — 29 19 T 63 «8 143 
NY Rangers —.17 34 16 50 140 .154 

NYltetdere — 20 29 8 48148 158 

Florida « 27 12 46 138 160 

Tampa Bay 10 37 9 29 104 185 

NORTHEAST DIVISION 
Pittsburgh -29 16 13 71 160 132 
Montreal -,—28 21 7 63 168 141 

Boston 23 22 Tl 57140 138 

Ottawa 23 25 U 56 130 140 

Buffalo-. 22 21 12 56 143 138 

Carolina 21 29 7 49 139 181 

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
CENTRAL DIVISION 

W L 7 PH F 
—36 13 8 80 174 


Detroit. 

St Louis.. 



TAimour67 73 66: BGfltWOBT 67 7287; 
R Cochran 67 70 69: J L Lot* 70 67 69; 
S Mtflqy 708870; S Jurgensan 63 737ffi 
S Pate S? 6574 Selecte£2l2S Lyfe (GB) 
89 71 72. 


A 

U5 

SI B 12 74 177 136 

21 8 68 173 145 . 

22 11 59 1G2 150 

Chicago 22 25 9 53134 133 

Taranto 13 29 7 45129 162 

RACIFIC DIVISION 

Colorado 29 « IB 74 172 138 

Los Angeles -JO 20 9 61 W 1 148 
SanJoce 21 28 7 49 138 152 ' 


Rugby Union 

CHELTENHAM & GLOUCES TER CUP 
Ctoart 6 r 41 nal draw: Bedford v Brietot Sate 
v Northampton; Gloucester v Richmond; 
Leicester vlondon tosh, (T/as to bg played 
on 2 T February). 

Sailing 

WHITBREAD ROUND THE WORLD 
RACE Fifth leg ( 8,670 mfles, Auckland, 
NZ, to Sfio SeMedao, Brh 1 Swedish 
Match (Swe) G Krantz 4322 irdes to fln- 
bh; 2 BF LaiguasB (Sm) P Coyard 1 mfe 
behind; 3 Merit bup (Moraco) G Dalton 
-t-B; 4 Sk Cut (G^ LSrirth + 26 ; 5 Ti*W- 
ba (trap Sfandiricfeo + 38 ; 8 Chessfe Rac- 
feg (US) D Smith- + 53 ; 7 Innovation 
Kwaamer (Nor) K Frosted + 68 ; 8 Brunei 
Sunergy (Noth) R Heher +W 3 ; 9 EF Ed- 
ucate (Swe) C GUtou + 535 . 

Snooker 

BE 7 CON A HEDGES MASTERS (Whmb- 
feyCorrfBrence Cwsre) Final: MWMams 
(W&l) btS Hendry (Sco) lO-a 

Swimming 

The German Federation has tftsd its 
boycott of fife World Gup competition 
h Pektog from 25 to 26 Fdbntery. 

Tennis 

STPETBtSBURG UBTSOPEN^..- 
tkstroundb N KuU (Swe) btG Schafer 

2 - 0 . tot. D. SanguktsttJ (It) bt - 

jtofgmjfler MU m H Dnwkmann 

St fOW D PescwfelWi ) 7-6 

Sa Doubles, (tat round: DSapaicsd and 
CWtoMnrcS) MODelaifflF &?- 
torn (Fr) 7-6 7 -a 

-ffiSmBMSiiS 

LBJDJNfl ATP RANKINGS: 1 P Sampras 
ftfLajMrts; 2 P Korda (Cz Rap) 3484 ; 

(ftH) 2765 ; 7 M Oano (US) 2 , 742 ; 8 G 
Rusedski (S 3 ) 2629 ; 911 Krejfeok (Neth) 
2324 ; 10 A Conetja (Sp) 2286 ; 11 -S 
Bnona (Sp) 2 £ 6 i: 12 8 Kuerten (Sr) 
safe; 13 G Ivanlsavfc (Cn») 2 J 357 ; 14 K 
Kucem (Stavek) 26 H; 15 F Mantfe (Sp) 


1947 ; 16 T Muster (Aut) 1680 ; 17 M 
pousste (Aus) 1609 ; 18 T Henman 
1788 ; 19 A Beraeatagu (Sp) UBG 9 ; 20 f 
Otoe (Fr) 1856 

LEADING ATP TOUR PfUZErMONEYWM- 
NERS: T P Korda (Cz Rep) S 54487 B 
P 34000 C 5 : 2 M Rtos JCMa) S 24 B 588 ; 3 K 
Kucera (Slovak) 5145878 ; 4 J BSortman 


Vfetttoridga (Aus) ! 

J Btfeoh INfilfi) 9 £L 437: 10 T Enquist (Swe) 
SSQTSw 11 T Henman (GB) S 78380 ; 12 G 
Russddd (GB) S 75368 ; 13 M Wbodferde 
(Aus) 570337 ; 14 L Pees (tod) 566509 ; 15 
L Hewitt (Aus) $ 6865 ; 16 A Medvedev (Ufcr) 
S 63938' 17 M (tosset ISwit) SB 2 B 85: 18 N 
IGeiar (Got) S 6 QBM; 18 M Bhjpcnrt (tod) 
S 60353 ; 20 R Fromberg (Aus) S 5 a 543 . 



West Indies 
Cricket 
Commentary 

For the latest news, 
views and regular 
updates caJJ 
Henry Blofeld’s 
cricket line on: 

0930 563 597 


Cafe com afrpgnfliBtt'BtlHH—^ 
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riec- 

Vf.tr- 

lioq, 
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»een 


un- 

*iih 

'.im- 

;un- 

ing, 

be- 

lies 

red, 

ian 

xrd 

ild- 

■ch- 

7wo 


plaint to the RFU .over an 

>ed 

alleged stamping incident, which 
resulted in France’s No 8, 
Thomas Lievremont, suffering 

inz 

fractured ribs after 54 minutes 
of England’s 24rl7 defeat m 
Paris. The FFR is not riling 


Leonard because that has to be 

.pi- 

done within 24 hours of an in- 

:en 

cident, but the French body is 
adring the RFU to take some 

ep- 

form of action. 

lad 

If the England coach, Clive 

/. 

Woodward, who intends study- 

ce- 

ing a video of the incident with 

his 

the manager, Roger Uttley, 
concludes that Leonard is 

yp- 

guilty, there is little doubt that 
he will take action. Only last No- 
vember the Lions captain and 
England lock. Martin Johnson, 
was banned for one match af- 

wn 

ter punching New Zealand cap- 

in 

tain Justin Marshall in the first 

;k- 

test at Old Tfrtffbrd, an action 

in- 

not spotted by the referee. 

pe 

Last night Uttley said: “We 

r 

37 

take these matters seriously 

ith 

and having received a formal 

ire 

complaint we will consider the 

tes 

matter very closely tomorrow ” 

ic- 

Meanwhile the Lions and 

:k- 

England wing John Bentley, 

ne 


WMri 
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England surrender series initiative by failing to finish 


.fe 


Derek Pringle 

reports from Pore of Spain 

England 214 & 258 
West Indies 191 & 282-7 
West Indies win by 3 wkt s 


When it came the final blow, a 
neatly punched four by Carl 
Hooper off Phfl Tufnell, was out 
of all proportion to its overall 
effect. By snatching an im- 
probable victory from England 
here at the Queen's Park Oval, 
the West indies will have gone 
dose to breaking their oppo- 
nents for the remainder of this 
series. There may be four Tests 
to play, but Michael Ather- 
ton’s team will find a very dif- 
ferent opponent when they lock 
horns again on Friday. 

No one understands the 
danger of a reinvigorated West 
Indies side more than the Eng- 
land captain. But if the enormity 
of losing a Test they should have 
won bad already sunk in, he was 
not showing it in the immedi- 
ate aftermath. 

“For three days we played 
much the better cricket,” Ather- 
ton said. “But we've only our- 
selves to blame. We didn’t finish 
the job. It was a poor pitch, but 
it produced a great lest match.” 

Nothing binds these 
Caribbean Islands together 
more than beating the old im- 
perial masters. After a miserable 
tour of Pakistan, and contro- 
versial new captain, they were 
ready to be beaten. 

England should have done, 
but in the end a thrilling Test 
was won by the team putting to- 
gether the highest stand. 

Coming together on the 
fourth evening when the West 
Indies score was an unpromis- 
ing 124 for 5, Hooper and the 
diminutive keeper, David 
Williams, set about chipping 
away at the 282 runs needed for 
victory. When they were part- 
ed 129 runs later, after W illiams 
had edged Dean Headley to 
slip, all but the final walk to the 
summit of Mt Improbable had 
been made. 

For Hooper, the West Indies 
vice-captain, this was the most 
important inning s of his career 
and certainly one of the great- 
est in the last innings of a lest 
With a mixture of poise and con- 
trolled aggression, he held his 
side together when previously 
they would have disintegrated. 
It is some measure on this 
pitch that he was rarely incon- 
venienced during his knock. 

Finishing unbeaten and just 
six runs short of what would 
have been a deserving ninth Test 
century. Hooper at last ap- 
pears to have come of age and 
his all consuming effort here 
may just open the floodgates for 
the remainder of the series. 







The moment it all went wrong: Angus Fraser drops a caught-and-bowled chance off David Williams from the first bad of yesterday’s play 


But if no praise is high 
enough for Hooper, then 
Williams deserves more than a 
passing mention in despatches. 

In recent years, there has 
been a Trinidadian formula for 
calculating a West Indies total: 
take the score when Brian Lara 
is out and add 40. But, if that 
is typical of the parochial un- 
chari lability of this Caribbean 
island the obviously had not 
reckoned on Williams, the oth- 
er local lad playing here. 

With a previous Test best of 
48, Williams was instrumental 
in giving the West Indies chal- 
lenge momentum. By taking the 
odd calculated risk and feeding 
voraciously off anything loose, 


Williams rattled England's 
bowlers who struggled to find 
the right line and length to this 
tiny man. who was twice re- 
prieved yesterday, as well as sur- 
viving several close Ibw appeals. 

The first of those chances 
came with the very first ball of 
the morning when Angus Fras- 
er dropped the keeper off his 
own bowling. It was by no 
means a straightforward 
chance, but it was not that dif- 
ficult either, as Williams, on his 
overnight score of 36, chipped 
the ball back down the pitch. 

Poor Fraser. There is no 
harsher epithet in cricket than 
the one that says “you are only 
as good as your last spell" and 


QUEEN’S PARK OVAL SCOREBOARD 


Final day. England won toss 
ENGLAND— Flntlnntnga 214 (N Hussain 
61 na A J Stewart 50). 

WEST DDES -Hnt loninga191 (BC Lm 
55; ARC FiBSW 653) 
BKUAND-Sacond Inm 258 tA J Stew- 
art 73; C E L Amfarna# 5-52Ji 
WEST INDIES - Second barings 
S L Campbal c -Stewart b Headby ....>-10 
H 4 mm. 12 bats, 2 tours) 

SC MOtorra cQwtoybftsmr .-.. — 62 


10 Wffiams c Thorpe b Hgadtey .-65 

(220 mm, 172 bam. 7 to um) 

C E L Ambrose c FtusseS b Headoy 


(7 mm. 3 

K C G BanjaWh not out -.6 

(21mm. 18 bails) 

Extras (btl b8.nt)7) —25 

Total (for 7, 440 mm, 38.2 own) —282 
FUk 1-10 (CamptelL 2-66 (Lara). 3-120 (8 
Wffiams). 4-121 (Ctartderpaii). 5-124 
(Adams). 6-253 JP Wfflama), 7-259 (Am- 
brose). 

164663 fnb4) (5020- 1 
4-1-t>-2); Caddfck 16-2- 


(169 min, 120 bate, fl torn) 

"B C Lam c Russal b Baser 17 

(71 mbi. 52 bafls, 3 fourej 

C L Hooper not out -W 

(352 min. 203 balls. 10 lours) 

S ChonderooU c Thorpe b TufnaS .0 

HO min. 10 baits) 

JC Adams c Stewart b Fraser 2 

(Omln, 7 bags) 


2-M-Q H-52D-L 2464 BaO-W* Baser 
27-657-3 (7-2-19-1. 7.2-74. 63-104 4-1- 
164 1444); HoUoeke 64-124 (24-44 
3434). 


the Middlesex seamer, who had 
taken 11 for 110 in the match, 
went from champ to chump in 
the space of one bah. 

Phaser's mood was not im- 
proved when, with West Indies 
on 207 for 5, Russell dropped the 
same batsman down the leg-side. 

On their last three tours to 
the Caribbean, England have 
thrice been denied victory on 
this ground. On each occasion 
Fraser has been in the side, but 
if he is used to disappoint- 
ment, losing when you have just 
taken your best-ever figures, 
must be a heartbreaking feeling. 

The alarming thing from 
England's point of view, was 
that a bowler, overlooked for 18 


Pi o g—a: Forth day (Sunday): Lunch: 
29-1 (S Wltoms 13, Lara 5) 6 t>«ra. 50: 50 
mta. 12 ama 100: 132 nix 284 mere. The; 
104-2 (SWttams 5a Hooper 0)34 owra 
150: 341 mh, 542 cwera. Bad Igbt stopped 
ptay 538pm Clean: *1 3 (Hooper 4a D 
Wfcms 36) 67 mem rath day (yesterday): 
200: 353 min, 795 ovwa New ball tatwn, 
81 Mis, 206-5. 250: 409 min 912 own. 
Lunch: 259-7 (Hooper 83) 933 ovwa. Wteat 
Indas won at 106pm 
S Wffiams' so: TG min, 70 tala, U toura 
Hooprta 5ft 251 mh. 152 balls. 4 toura. 
D WHams* 50: 179 mh, "08 bak 5 faun. 
WEST INDIES WON BY TORS WICKETS 
Umpires: S A Bucknor and S VsnkataraQ- 
havov 

TVroptay umpire: C E CunberbaKb. 
Hatch referee: B N Jarman. 


Tests, was virtually fighting a 
lone battle on a pitch, which al- 
though slowing by the day, was 
unpredictable throughout. 

The strike-force of Andy 
Caddick and Dean Headley, 
were disappointing, and although 
Headley took two wickets when 
Atherton belatedly threw the 
ball to him yesterday, neither 
found the consistency required 
when pitches become sluggish. 

Caddick, in fact has been 
made to look something of a 
Charlie. Before this match, he 
told reporters that he could 
match anything Curtly Am- 
brose and Courtney Walsh 
could offer in the fast bowling 
stakes. As they finished with 


eight and four wickets respec- 
tively, and Caddick ended the 
game with 0 for 99, he would do 
better to keep any future delu- 
sions of grandeur to himself. 

ThfhelL, who in partnership 
with Caddick was instrumental 
in the destruction of Australia 
at The Oval last August, was 
also disappointing. 

On a worn surface that of- 
fered some turn, he was too 
quick to resort to the negative 
ploy of bowling over the wick- 
et into the bowlers’ footholes. 
Hooper may be a fine player of 
spin, but he was just as much 
prey to the pressure of the 
tense situation as Tufnell. who 
can sometimes be too easily 


Fraser 'extremely unfortunate’ 


After the match, the two cap- 
tains paid tribute to .their best 
players. England’s Mike Ather- 
ton said of Angus Fraser ‘An- 
gus bowled outstandingly well 
throughout, the match for us. It’s 
extremely unfortunate for him 
to take 11 wickets in the match 
and finish up on the losing 
side.” 

The West Indies' skipper 


Brian Lara said of Carl Hoop- 
er “As long as Carl was there, 
I thought we were going to win 
the game. Carl came in at the 
luncheon break and be said if 
he was there at the end, it 
would be the best innings he 
had ever played. I think it was 
the best innings I’ve ever seen 
him play. It was a great in- 
nings.” 


Photograph: David Ashdown 


cowed by a batsman’s reputa- 
tion. 

Inevitably, with the Eng- 
land expected to win this Tfest 
once the final innings had start- 
ed, the critical spotlight will once 
again seek out Atherton, who 
as ca ptain, has won just four 
overseas lest matches from 22. 

In fact he did little that was 
glaringly wrong. Unlike Lara, 
who had gambled by attacking 
England the previous morning, 
Atherton was fairly conservative 
in his field platings. 

However, wbat he does lack 
as a leader is an empathy for 
those less mentally tough than 
hima-lf- players such as Caddick 
and Tufnell, for instance. 

One of the attractions of 
sport is that failure and success 
get magnified out of all pro- 
portion. Even so, it is the cap- 
tain’s job to keep perspective, 
raising those players that need 
it, while cahriing down, the 
highly strung. 

It is not an easy job to per- 
form, and yet if England are to 
bounce back and provide a 
worthy challenge to the West In- 
dies over the rest of the series, 
it is one Atherton must take on 
immediately. 


Narrow escape | j 
for West Indies' 
national pride : .1 

£ 

fONYCOZ* 

'phis was an absolutely vijpf. : 
victory for the West 

At 124 for 5 in the nridstit.- 
a familiar middle-order cavcjn £ 
on the fourth afternoon, a beswy 
and humiliating .disaster, 
loomed. There had bean-; 
enough of those of late, on add , 
off the field, and the reperoj^v; 
sions would have been dire. : •. 

In Pakistan, the manage*; - 
Clive Lloyd, complained abort- i 
the general lack of pride and,, 
commitment as the West Indies 
folded, without a semblance of 
a fight, to three successive de- 
feats, two by an innings^ one by" 
10 wickets. At the same time tKei. 
A- team was being crushed in 
South Africa and. more re- - 
cently, the under- 19s have goqe .' 
imder to Zimbabwe and Banghtr 
desh in the Youth World Cnfji. . 

Then followed the sham- 
bles at Sabina Park when a cart 
track of a pilch led to the aban- ; 
donment of the first Tbst- 

The very fabric of West In- 
dies cricket - the one endeav- 
our that has given these little 
dots on the map international 
recognition for excellence > 
was under threat. . 

Si gnif icantly, at the same 
time, the sporting people of the - 
Caribbean have been drawn to 
the success of the “Reggae 
Boyz" of Jamaica, the foot- " 
bailers who have stunned every- 
one by qualifying for the World 
Cup finals and who last week- 
end drew with mighty Brazil 

7 b go under to England, of 
all opponents, would have been 
another severe blow to the na- 
tional pastime and passion. 

It does not necessarily pred- 
icate an immediate turnaround 
in fortunes as there are still ob- 
vious deficiencies in the struc- . 
dire of the team, as there are 
in the general cricket itself. 
But the contrasting moods at 
the presentation function were 
revealing. 

Hie West Indies have not 
had cause for celebration fora 
long time; England had started . 
the tour in high and optimistic 
spirits and held the initiative 
over the first four days. 

The home team wfl! now nun 
up for the third Tfest at the same 
venue on Friday with renewed j 
enthusiasm and confidence 
while England will find it diffi- 
cult to so quickly recover from 
the several frustrations that . 
contributed to their demise. t 
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Monday’s Sohttion 
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Brought down by the 
old fear of winning 



ACROSS 

I Order dictionary which 
includes two different: ex- 
pressions for "male” (7) 

5 Wife will find answer in 
ocean port (7) 

9 Capital place to get bear- 
ing for taxi (7,8) 

10 Mbnure of oil applied to 
ring (4) 

II Chaos caused by hard 
Bible version with com- 
pany’s backing (S) 

12 Game played in Oslo (4) 

15 Woman has one article 
to put away, a knife (7) 

16 Stoiy about US state 
crumbling easily (7) 

17 One vets American man 
on board (7) 

19 Young girl's animal re- 
turned from walk in 
wrong place (7) 


21 Yield returned last month by 

22 Letcrf^, having no immediate 
prospect of employment (5) 

23 Request vegetable product, 
about a pound (4) 

26 About to leave country pos- 
session for the stewardship 
of the nation (6$) 

27 Op performed here? (7) 

28 Group of soldiers cut diet 
(7) 

DOWN 

1 In this you'd be colluding 
about Soots "bother”! m 

2 Illiterate Luddites would not 

find this ready for comput- 
er? (7-8) . 

3 Agony one found in taunting 
(4) 

4 Attention not available for 
the rest of the night? (3,4) 

5 Make criticism of fla gs 
wrongly hoisted (43) 


6 Measure one's about to 
repeat in different form 

7 it led wise men to 
growth? (4-2-9) 

8 Scottish loch to a number 
would be amazing (7) 

13 Motorway left in error 
produces hazard 15) 

14 Tree on street with no 


others in front (5) 
17 The place for fight 
lot? (7) 


18 Give further demonstra- 
tion and tell off (7) 

19 perhaps Silas holds one 
to be a sailor? (7) 

20 Pal upset by unknown 
writer, which is a childish 
thing f7) 

24 lb be good on one’s feet 
is a natural ability (4) 

25 Boast of catch on both 
sides of river (4) 
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The old-timers used to get on 
with it and win when the 
chance was there. The modem 
generation of cricketers find 
the art of winning a more com- 
plicated business. So often, 
and when they are playing for 
England in particular, they 
seem to panic, or freeze in the 
final run-in. 

The dressing-room becomes 
more and more packed with 
sporting psychologists, physio- 
therapists, fitness advisers, 
bowling coaches, batting coach- 
es and press liaison officers. 
The last few days have even seen 
the arrival of sports leading spir- 
itual adviser, the Rev Andrew 
Wingfield Digby. 

England had so much the bet- 
ter of the match in the first three 
days that it looked as if they could 
not avoid winning. They lost 
then last ax wickets for 39 on the 
fourth morning, but that hardly 
seemed more than a minor blip, 
especially when the West Indies 
were 124 for 5 in their second 
innings needing 158 more to win. 

From then on it was all too 
sadly familiar. Wben wickets 
slopped falling, tension crept 
in and players seemed to make 
that age-old mistake of trying 
too hard. At the same time 
their thinking became either 
muddle-headed, or went on the 
back burner. 

They had got where they had 
almost entirely because one 
bowler, Angus Fraser, had re- 
membered the sacrosanct .first 
principles of his job. For over 
after over he bowled length and 

line, while trying to cut the ball 
off the pitch m his usual way. 
These methods brought Rim 11 
wickets. 


HENRY BLOFELD 

There were no flourishes, or 
crafty tit-bits unless you can de- 
scribe the slow full toss which 
accounted for Curtly Ambrose 
in the first innings as one such. 
Fraser modestly explained this 
by saying that by the middle of 
his approach he had lost his run- 
up, but had decided to go on 
with jt although be did not 
have the slightest idea wbat 
would happen to the balL 

The others should have read, 
marked, learned and inwardly di- 
gested Instead, Dean Headley 
was hooked, cut and driven, 
while Andy Caddick was driven 
and played away through the leg 
side. The pressure of winning 

had destroyed their control. 

Phil TUfneil is another who 
let the situation get to him. Cer- 
tainly the pitch had eased, but 
all that was required from him 
was not variety but metro- 
nomic accuracy. It was never 
there. 

Then there was the sad sto- 
ry of Jack Russell’s 50th Test 
match. This was an awkward 
pitch for wicketkeepers with 
the ball bouncing nastily and 
often bouncing twice when 
they were standing back. Even 
so, his glove work was most un- 
tidy and in the penultimate 
over he let a ball from Fraser 
through his fingers. It hit one 
of the two crash helmets si tting 
on the ground behind him, 
the automatic penalty for 
which is five runs. 

England seemed frightened 

of winning thfo match and hy fog 

end- their fears had reduced 
them to impotence. 


SET YOUR 
SIGHTS ON 
MORE SERIOUS 
GOALS NEXT 
WEEKEND. 
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Win her over next Saturday with a beautifril Valentine’s gift chosen from our range 

of stunning jeweDery. Call 0181 905 9000 for details of your nearest store. 

Ernest Jones 

The Diamond and Watch specialist. 








